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Rosh Hashanah

A new year is approaching, andone year, a foreigner was crowned king
everyone is seeking to merit a goodvith great honor, as customary. But this
year. We hope that in the upcoming yedarew King suspected the country was
there will be no more troubles for Klalhiding something from him. Whenever
Yisrael. We hope that this year we wilhe asked about it, they all said there
do completeteshuvahand be attached to wasn’t any secret at all.

Hashem, always. And primarily, we hop

that Moshiach will come this year. e‘But the king wanted to get to the bottom

of the matter, so he befriended one of the
Hashem gave us Rosh Hashanah, Asegsvernment officials, and asked him,
Yemei Teshuvah, Yom Kippur, SuccosWhat is the secret of this country? What
through Simchas Torah so we can meiitappened to all the kings before me?"
all of the above. We must be wise andhe official replied, “At the end of one
take advantage of the opportunity. year, you will be sent back to your
country. You will have to leave behind

The Chovas HalevavosShaar Avodas all the wealth you amass.”

Hashem9) teaches the followingnashal
(with some slight variations): Throughout the year, the king amassed
wealth —Ilike all kings do — but he
%ontinuously sent his wealth back to his
omeland. Large edifices were being
built for him in his homeland, far away
om this island. When the year was
ver, he was sent back home to the
wealth he amassed.

Kings are often greedy, and tak
advantage of their subjects to beco
wealthy on their backs. Even a loyal
devoted king costs a lot of money, take
from taxes. One republic, on an islan
near India, wanted to keep all their
money for themselves, and not have to

give away a large portion to the king. The nimshalis, people think they will be
in this world forever. So they amass a lot
of wealth, but one day they will be taken
Each year they would take a foreigne@way from it all... The wise understand
and make him their king, and at the ende won't be here forever. They send their
of the year they sent him back to higvealth — their Torah and mitzvos — to
homeland. These kings would amagslam HaBa. When they will get there,
wealth, and they didn’t know they wouldthey will have the wealth they prepared.
soon be sent away.

They found a solution:

This mashalteaches us to take advantage
At the end of the year, the minister®f the special opportunities given to us.
would send the king back to his countryWwe borrow this mashal to encourage
and all the wealth he amassed had to stpgople to take advantage of these days of
behind. It would all return to the people. teshuvahand tefillah.
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At the beginning of the year everyone isngry with him, he is auww. So, if we
like a king, because he can earn skeep our distance from thgetzer hara
much, for the entire year. Let's nostarting three days before Rosh
squander the opportunity. If we will useHashanah, that makes him our enemy,
our time well, we can reap the benefitand he will not be qualified to testify
throughout the year. against us on Rosh Hashanah.

Three Days Halachah teaches that thaal tokeiaand

The Nesivos HaMishpat advises peopl@e chazanimshould prepare three days
to take leave of theyetzer harathree before Rosh Hashanah, because the
days before Rosh Hashanah. That meaf9ngregation is dependent on them for
this year, when Rosh Hashanah is on their success in their judgment.
Tuesday, one should stop listening to th1ehe Chasam Sofer taught that in our
yetzer harafrom Shabbos. Because a : .
: generation the tzaddikim are not as great
N, an enemy, ispasul to serve as a®_ . ,
: as in the past and we don't rely on the
witness, and we should try to make the , :
: Chazanimanymore. Therefore, the entire
yetzer haraour xw, so he will bepasul :
for eidus congregation should prepare themselves
three days before Rosh Hashanah (and
Chazal teach that if you don’t speak withhree days before Yom Kippur) so the
someone for three days because you are tefillos will be accepted:

1. The Beis Yisrael of Gur zy'a related the following mashal:

The lion — king of the jungle — got angry with the animals of his kingdom, and wanted to
punish them. All the animals of the jungle gathered and sought a way to appease the king,
but they didn’t know what they can say or do.

The fox said "I have three hundred mashalim (parables) that | can tell the king to explain
our situation and our point of view. He will certainly be appeased. Come with me."

The animals were relieved that the fox had a solution, and they all went together to the king
of the forest. After walking some time, the fox said to the animals, "l just forgot one hundred
parables, but there's nothing to worry about. | still have another two hundred parables.” They
walked further.

A mile later the fox said, "I just forgot another hundred stories, but there is nothing to worry
about. | still have one hundred parables left that | can tell the king."

When they came before the lion, the fox told them "I just forgot the last one hundred
parables, too. It is now up to you to say what you can to appease the king."

From the start this clever fox didn’'t have anything to tell the king. But he realized that their
only hope was to go to the lion and to plead whatever they could to arouse his compassion.
So the fox told the animals he had three hundred parables to tell the king, so they would
follow him to the lion. But at the last minute he told them that it was up to them to say
whatever they could to save themselves.

The Beis Yisrael zt'l explained that chassidim go to their rebbe for Rosh Hashanah, and
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It is written (Hoshei'a6:2), ora oma» wrr they don’'t have money, and can't afford
ma5 o sy wown. The Vilna Gaonzy'a to pay the large tax. The king agreed to
says that thigpasukrefers to theakeidah drop a 1/3rd of the debt. The king and
The akeidah took three days. The firsthis army continued marching towards the
two days were days of preparation, wheoountry. Then the middle class people
Avraham saddled his donkey, choppedame forward and spoke with the king.
wood, and traveled to Har HaMoriah foiThe king agreed to relieve the country
the akeidah The third day was when thefrom another 1/3rd of the debt. When the

akeidahtook place. king came even closer to the city, the

. entire city came out to greet him. Then
Chazal tell us thaparnassahcomes in the king agreed to waive the final third

the merit of theakeidah of the debt.

The Vilna Gaon clarifies thaparnassah “The nimshalis, on erev Rosh Hashanah

s earned from the first two days, e, 1o qqikim fast and Hashem pardons
days of preparation. Therefore it statey, ihird of their sins. During Aseres

oma u“:” Ol:rr] “]]:? tatnd c()jurpatrsnass?h Yemei Teshuvah the middle level
comes rom he 1irst o dayseabn B2 vigden fast, and Hashem pardons

s> e wep, the reward of the third day,_ w0 third. On Yom Kippur, when

's given to Avraham in Olam HaBa. everyone fasts, Hashem exonerates the
We should learn from this the great Jewish people entirely."

reward we will eam when We prepare fOWe see from this Midrash that Erev Rosh
the - awesome yomim tovim that are yaqhanah is an important day. It is also
approaching. a day for accepting the yoke of heaven

Erev Rosh Hashanah and for teshuvah.

The Tur (581) states, "The custom iThe Gemara Rosh Hashanal®:) states
Ashkenaz is to fast on erev Roslhat if a king was crowned on erev Rosh
Hashanah... The Midrash Tanchum&élashanah, that day is considered his first
states: This can be compared to ywear, and Rosh Hashanah is the
country that owed taxes to the king anbeginning of the second year of his rule.
didn't pay. The king came with his armyThe Gemara calls ity awn mwa 9nx on,

to the country. When the king was tefiOne day in a year is counted like a
parsahs away, the leaders of theyear." Even if he became king erev Rosh
wayward country came forward to greeilashanah, a few moments before the end
the king, and explained to the king thadf the day, that is his first year, and

rely on their rebbe to help them in their judgment. But then the rebbe may tell them, "I am
at a loss, just as you are. | don’t know what to say to Hashem, to excuse our sins and how
to earn a good year. Now it is up to you to pray and to do whatever you can, to appease
the King."
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Rosh Hashanah is the beginning of histates, "What'seshuvaR It's to leave the
second year. sin, to remove it from his thoughts, and

to be determined never to commit this sin

Based on this principle, the Chidushejgain.” Teshuvahcan be performed in a
HaR|m Ztll taught that if one acceptS Orlﬂnoment_ Therefore’ we Shouldn’t
himself the yoke of Heaven, even opnderestimate the greatness of erev Rost
erev Rosh Hashanah (and even the Iaghshanah, for on this day, one can fix all

moments of erev Rosh Hashanah) it wilins he committed throughout the year.
be considered as if he carried the yoke

of Heaven for an entire year. This meand) Minchah of erev Rosh Hashanaive
even if a person didn't act properlysay, nsm men nx why T3, "Bless for us
throughout the year, everything can bils year.” There are only a few moments

rectified on the last of the year. ~ before the year is over. What type of
blessing could possibly help us in this
The Rambam Hlilchos Teshuvah2:2) short time?

2. In the Shemonah Esrei of Rosh Hashanah, we say the pasuk (Yirmiyahu 31:19) »m »
T ONY MMIN On1 1Y wn T Yy Ty 01X o1 12 1271, Rebbe Mordechai of Lechovitz zt'l
explained, 1 »1a71 *m ", when | speak to myself in introspection of my sins, | tell myself, 7101,
"Is that called remembering Hashem? Is the amount and the intensity of how I think about
Hashem sufficient?" mv momx, "l will improve and begin to remember Hashem more." »yn mn
19, this arouses Hashem's compassion and Hashem says, omn, "Is how | act with this person
called compassionate?" my X, "l will increase my compassion onto him. | will bestow
even more goodness on him..."
3. The Kol Bo teaches:
On Rosh Hashanah, when the Satan tells our sins, Hakadosh Baruch Hu replies, “We can't
believe you without proof. Bring two eidim who will say you are speaking the truth.” The
Satan calls for the sun to testify, and the sun comes. The Satan asks the moon to join him,
but the moon doesn’t want to speak against the Jewish nation. So it hides, as it states
(Tehillim 81:4), w0 orY nooa (the moon is concealed on the holiday of Rosh Hashanah).
Since there aren't two witnesses to testify against us, we are acquitted.
The Noda b'Yehudah (Tzlach, drush 1:6-8) asks, the Gemara (Kiddushin 66) states that one
witness is sufficient to testify that someone has a om, blemish. Therefore, it seems the sun
alone can testify that the Jewish nation sinned with their eyes and ears, etc., and that they
have become omm *Hva, blemished people. Because when one sins with his eyes, it's as
though he is blind. When one sins with his ears, it is as though he is deaf, and so on.
The Noda b'Yehudah concludes: The solution is teshuvah. This is the meaning of the pasuk
(Devarim 23:12), anv nuob mm, when Rosh Hashanah is approaching, oma yn, wash
yourself with tears, wnwn x1251, and then, when the sun comes to testify, his testimony won't
be accepted. Then, mmna i 9% X1, the Yid will be permitted to return to the camp [of
holiness] for he will be acquitted by the court.
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But this isn't a question. Someone tolghed one hundred tears. This is the origin
Reb Shmuel Aurbach Shlita that at threef our custom to blow the shofar one
o'clock in the afternoon, erev Rosh hundred times on Rosh Hashanah.

Hashanah, his stocks crashed and he lost o _
a lot of money. Also, Hashem can bringVhy was Sisro's mother so worried

great salvations in a moment (as th@Pout her son? Sisro was a powerful
Divrei Chaim of Tzanzzt!| pointed out). Warrior; he won every war he fought.

So, the final moments of the year ar®h€ should have assumed he would
very significant. certainly win this war, too. Apparently,

_ o . she thought, "He won every war until
The Ahavas Yisrael of Viznitzzy'a pow, put maybe this time it will be

said we request Hashem's blessings on different?"
Erev Rosh Hashanah, because we can't
be without Hashem'drachos for even  The past doesn’t promise the future.

a minute. o
Although we are optimistic that only

The Frightful Judgment good things will happen to us and to all

The Navi Shoftim5:1) writes,nmat wm  Klal Yisrael (and the optimism and

xS smm oova opran 2 paa, "Devorah  bitachonis a segulahfor a good year, as
and Barak sang on that day..." ansve will discuss) nevertheless, a drop of
praised Hashem that they won the wdear — at least tucked in the subconscious
against Sisro. — is in place (as this theme is elaborated

In this song, they said (5:28)nn =p2 on in thespin rur).

NI 1237 pen2 v LNIR DN XM RSP Therefore, theZohar (vol.3 98:) says the
W'\DD.WD "N s, .SlerS mpther WaSpasuk (Kohe|es 314), W ey an5x,~n
looking out the window, crying... Why yss6  “Hashem made we should fear

Isn't_his chariot here yet? Why is hejim” is referring to Rosh Hashanah. It is
coming so late? definitely a frightening day, because our

Several laws of shofar are learned from future is being judged.

this pasuk because the Navi calls hep . \1ochanan is calle@dhillim 81:4),
cries an, and Onkelus onmymn [ wn o nosa, “a concealed holiday.”

writes x=3, because a shofar imitates thg .y, this is because the results of the

sound of crying. judgment are concealed from us (until
The Midrash states that Sisro's mother they happen).

4. Sometimes, the judgment on Rosh Hashanah isn’'t only a judgment for what will be this

year, rather what will be in the upcoming years. For example, Pharaoh had his dream
on Rosh Hashanah, and it foretold seven years of bounty followed by seven years of famine.
That one Rosh Hashanah sealed the fate for the next fourteen years (see Magan Avraham
end of 591).
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We can compare this to a mother, whtThey are afraid and they tremble from
rachmana litzlanwas niftarah, and the the day when You will come [on Rosh
family sought counsel how to break thiglashanah]. They tremble like a woman
tragic news to her young son. Thewho is having her first child...” The
decided they would buy him a new suitYismach Yisrael %5 Sxwr 5w posn
and put a note with the sad tidings into mmoo) explains:

one of the pockets. . :
“When a woman is giving birth to her

The nimshalis: first child, she is more worried about her

Rosh Hashanah, everyone is carrying ‘800" pains than a woman who already
message in his pocket — it's his verdidf€nt through labor before. But after she

for this year. But so far it's concealedd!Ves birth, she is very happy. Similarly,
and no one knows what it is. Bnei Yisrael are very afraid from the

upcoming judgment. But in the end, they
Another mashal is about a young sonwijll be very happy... As it states
that was playing at his fatherlevayah (Tehillim 2:11), mapna ‘o mxma '\ oo 3y,
He was too young to understand whyserve Hashem with fear and rejoice

everyone was so solemn. The child with trembling.”
began playing with the tzitzis that
covered his father. Everything Becomes Sweet

Fearing he may pull off the talis Primarily, on Rosh Hashanah, we should

someone told him, “Do you know who idbe thinking happy thoughts. Therefore

under the talis? It's your father, whomV€ should Dbe thinking about how
you love, and whom you won't seeeverything will turn ar(_)und on Rosh
again.” Similarly, some people ard1ashanah, and everything will _become
lightheaded on Rosh Hashanah, but i@0d, and all the troubles will end,
not right. No one knows what is be'ezras Hashem

concealed on this day. Sweet honey comes from pesky bees that

We pray and we trust that thecause pain and discomfort. The Avnei

“concealed” message will be a lot of\ezer ztl says we dip the challah and
good fortune and immense bounty. It igpple in honey to indicate that on Rosh
important to be optimistic on RoshHashanah, all the hardships we had to
Hashanah and to think positive thoughtéleal with in the past disappear and
Nevertheless, at least the subconscious become sweet.

must be aware of the great fright, so W,

: hen insects' limbs fall into honey, they
can relate to the day with the proper fear : :
sometimes become permitted to eat (see
and respect.

Shulchan Aruch Yorah Deiah84)

The first night ofselichoswe discuss the because everything dissolves and turns
immense fear of Rosh Hashanahnn into honey. The Shem MiShmuel writes
aNw paapn meoans oon wa owe o that this describes Rosh Hashanah, for it
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all the bad of the past can turn sweet imwpn n>nn, “This day, the beginning of
the future. your creation.® It is a brand new
creation, and we pray and we trust that

The Imrei Emeszy'a said Yose_f !Eft it will be a better world than ever before,
prison on Rosh Hashanah. Similarly, :
for us and for all Yidden.

everyone has his own personal
Imprisonment. He can be released t?he

- " : Baal HaTanyazy'a teaches that
freedom on this day.” (The Imrel Eme%/vhen we listen to shofar, Hashem blows

zt'l said this to a group of chassidim o
who came to him for Rosh Hashanad'®" iife into us, and we becpme a hew
and who had recently lost a lot o erson. ‘?USt like by.th.e six _days of
money. He was encouraging them theg%reatlon it statesBereishis2), »axa nen
on Rosh Hashanah, everything capn n, "Hashem blgw a breath of life
become good again.) Into Adam's nose," this happens annually
when we blow the shofar.
In the yotzros of Rosh Hashanah, we
say, mnN quas end ap moan e 15 o
These words describe how Leah prayed _
that the child in her womb shouldAfter Rosh Hashanah, Reb Eliyahu
become a girl. (Dinah was born fromPessler Michtav Me'Eliyahu Elulp.74)
this prayer.) How does this episoddould say, "I wasn't in heaven, and |

associate with Rosh Hashanah? don't know beis din's conclusion.
However, | will know what happened

Blueprint

It reminds us that a new year has come, there as the year passes.”
and things can change and become better
than ever before. We say,oby nm orn, "Today the world

was created." The Rokeach explains that

nn means pregnancy, because

everything that will happen during the

ar, has its origin — its pregnancy —
on Rosh Hashanah.

A New Creation

Rebbe Yohonoson Eibshitzt'l (Yaaras
Dvash vol.2 drush 5) says, every Rosh
Hashanah, Hashem creates the world
again. As we sayp>y nmn ovn, “Today

the world is created: Reb Pinchas Koritzert'| compared Rosh

Also, in Shemonah Esreive say,ovn m Hashanah to an architect who draws up

5. If it were referring to the past, we would say n%wv naa mn o,

6. We don’t say, 1»wyn nYnn a1 ora 1. It seems the world was created today, again.

7.  One won't buy a brand new piece of furniture if he sees a scratch on it.But if one
already owns the furniture, he won'’t throw it out because of a scratch. The nimshal is

the world is being created anew on this day, therefore there is a greater need and caution

that everything should be perfect, without any aveiros. It's a new world, and we should do

our part to make it a good world.
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a blueprint for a great, beautiful buildingspecial, wealthy Yid in Yerushalayim
Each mark of the pencil meansalled Reb Yosef Weinberg’l, and he
something. Similarly, Rosh Hashanah ididn’t show any signs of worry at all.
the blueprint for what will happen duringThe Birchas Avraham noticed his
the years tranquility and asked him how he

: , maintains his tranquility when everyone
As Rashi Rosh Hashanah8.) writes, IS so worried. Reb Yosef Weinberg
“Hakadosh Baruch Hu judges the entirfeep”ed “My market day is Rosh

world [on Rosh Hashanah, to determinq]lashanah_ A1 v 7 ). On Rosh
what will happen to them until nexty,chanan it was decided what will be,

year Tishrel. and now it is being played out. There is
. gl
Pesach iswmn p, because Pesach no reason for worry.
commemorates our freedom from Tefillah

Mitzrayim. Therefore, in Shemonah Esre\iNh q e th
and in benching we sayps mna nosn an at can one do to make the new year

. . 2
wmn. Similarly, Shavuos isnmn o a good year? What can we do to sweeten

because we are commemorating thg]€ Judgment? | |

Hashem gave us the Torah on Shavuob €'e are several ways; we will begin

But on Rosh Hashanah, we sayan o, with one of the primary onegefillah.

and we don't add.px. This is becausewheat is more expensive than barley.

Rosh Hashanah doesn't commemoratthe Gemara teaches that when one hirec
the past. It is determining the future. someone to plant wheat, and the worker

%Ianted barley, the worker is obligated to

There was a time when there was
compensate for the loss.

financial crash in the world, and the
business people in Yerushalayim weréhe Gemara Bava Metzia106.) asks:
also affected by it. They were anxiousiWhat will the law be if the river
waiting to see how matters would turrflooded and all the crops of the town
out. Throughout this time, there was aere destroyed? Does the worker need

8. Rebbe Pinchas of Koritz zt'l taught that one should be cautious with every moment of
Rosh Hashanah, because each moment is creating the blueprint for the upcoming year.

9. The Birchas Avraham was very impressed by this answer, and he repeated it
several times.

A yungerman was niftar from pneumonia in the middle of the winter. Reb Chaim

Shmuelevitz zt'l said, “Do you think he was niftar in the cold of the winter? He was niftar

on Rosh Hashanah, when the sun was shining brightly.” Because the decree was sealed

on Rosh Hashanah.

A fly was bothering the Chazon Ish zt'l, and as much as someone tried to shoo it away, the

fly came back. The Chazon Ish said, “Leave it. It's a Rosh Hashanah fly.” It was destined

from Rosh Hashanah that he should have this disturbance.
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to pay for planting barley? Even if heYemei Teshuvah? He answers that
had planted wheat, it would be ruinedluring these days thetefillos will
in the flood. certainly be answered.

The Gemara answers that he is stiffherefore, let's take advantage of the
accountable, as it statelyqdv 22:28),mm  tefilos on Rosh Hashanhah, Yom
T o o, “Whatever you decreeKippur, and all the days of Aseres
occurs.” Yemei Teshuvah. Outefillos can make
the difference?
Rashi explains, "[The owner of the
field can say] "At the beginning of therep Yitzchak Tuvyah Weisshlita, the
year, | didn't pray that barley cropgayadof Yerushalayim, lived in a city
should succeed; | prayed that the whegfyo,t four kilometers from Pressburg.
should succeed. When the Germans entered his city, the

. community leaders didn’'t know whether
Had he planted wheat, thefillah could it is wise to listen to the Nazi's

have Sf.iVEd his Crops. Therefore, he ('jsemands, or whether they should tell the
liable for planting barley.

people of the city to evade all their
acfecres and to try to escape. Then wa
sent the Reb Tuvyah Weiss (as a child)
to Pressburg, to take counsel from the
5mpn wan of Pressburg.

We learn from this Gemara the potenti
of tefillah, specifically at the beginning
of the year.75> opn amw mm, “Whatever
you decree occurs." A miracle would be
needed to save his crops from the flood _
but his tefillos, said at the beginning of he ompn wan of Pressburg told him that
the year, had that potential. the situation was very bleak, and they

neededrachamei shamayinmHe also told

The Gemara teaches thaefillah is him that the klng of England sent a train
always beneficial, and it is important td0 save one thousand children, and he

pray after Rosh Hashanah and Yorfeceived a thousand tickets to distribute
Kippur, too. among the children. “I don’t know who

to save, and who has precedence over
The Aruch Lener asks, so what isvhom, but since you've come here, take
special about thetefillos of Aseres a ticket and save yourself.”

10. Reb Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld zt'l wouldn't listen to shidduchim for his children unless

he davened for their shidduch on Rosh Hashanah. Once, a shidduch was suggested
for one of his children and pressure was placed on him to consider it although he didn’t pray
for that child's shidduch on Rosh Hashanah. Sadly, this marriage didn’'t last too long,
rachmana litzlan.
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Reb Tuvyah gave over the report to ththe Aseres Yemei Teshuvahp ws
rosh hakahal of his city, went home, w13, "Search for Hashem when he is
quickly packed his bags, said goodbye toear." Hashem is now near, and if we
his parents, and went to the transpor@pproach the King we can accomplish so
(His mother's last words to him were thamuch with ourtefillos. We just have to
he must always remember that he's be wise, like that one child who took

Yid.) advantage of the moment. 999 children
Soon, he was in England, with demained in their places; they didn't take
thousand other children. advantage of the king's appearance.
Only one child didn'’t let this opportunity
The king of England wanted to see with slip away.

his own eyes the thousand children that

he saved. The children stood on bothheré is amashal that describes the
sides of the road, and the king drovaPecial power oftefillah we have these

between them. days:

Reb Tuvyah Weiss says that s.tandin%O one can |ift an'lro.n vyall. Even many
next to him was a courageous boy. Whe en f[ogether can't Iift '.t' But someone
the king’'s chariot came near, this bo§nannlng a crane can it the iron wal
jumped to the king’s chariot. The king’s with a push of a button.

servants wanted to send the boy off, bL&

the king said he wants to hear what th ur tefillos during this time of year are

gmpowered and more effective than the

C.h”d has.to >ay. The child thank.ed th?est of the year. We can raise iron walls,
king for kindly saving so many chlldren,ano| accomplish great things, which we

but it 'ups.ets' me that the klngscouldn’t accomplish with outefillos the
compassion isn't perfect, because | left rest of the year

my parents and family behind. How can

I’be happy with my own salvation Whenrne yetzer harais aware that we have
'm worried about tt‘e plight of MYy the power oftefillah, especially at the
parents and family...” The king askedyeginning of the year, and therefore he
him for his parent’s address. Two weekstrives to take it away from us.

later, his parents and all his extendeglhere’s a famous ploy attributed to the
family came to England. Polishe ganavim

Reb Tuvyah Weiss Shlita emphasizethey would go down to the port where
that if the king was in his palace, thisvealthy merchants alighted with their
boy wouldn’t be able to speak with therecious cargo. The Polishganavim
king. But since the king was outside hisvould drop a coin to the ground, and
palace, the boy could approach the kingait until a wealthy man sees it and
and plead for his family. It states about bends down to pick it up.
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When a wealthy merchant would bend Ask for a Lot

down to pick up the coin, the thief wouldDuring Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, some

grab the merchant’s suitcase and run Oﬁfeople ask for a drop more money, or a

with it. little bit more success, etc., but we can
o ask for so much more, and Hashem will
This is what theyetzer haradoes. He grant it to ust

gets us occupied with some minor and _ _

foolish matter, and then we lose ouR€PPe Naftali of Ropshitz told the

peace of mind and we can't daven with following:

kavanah But if we dedicate ourselves tocSomeone from the opposing army aimed

tefillah, there is so much we canhis rifle at Czar Nicolai. A soldier saw
accomplish. this and shouted loudly. Nicolai's horse

11. An angel once said to a person, "Ask whatever you want, and your wishes will be
granted.”

This person was blind, poor, and childless. What should he ask for? He can only ask for

one thing, but he needs three salvations. He said, "I want to see my great-grandchildren

eating off of golden dishes." When one is given the option to ask, he should ask wisely.

Czar Nicolai would sometimes dress like a regular person, and mingle with the populace, to

hear what people are saying about him. Once, he spoke to four people at a bar, and he

asked them, “If the king will grant you whatever you want, what would you request?"

One said "I'd ask for a million dollars."

Another said "I would ask for a mansion."

A third requested a bank.

The fourth said "l request that you leave us in peace, and stop bothering us with your foolish

guestions. You're not the king, and your hypothetical question is bothersome and a waste

of our time."

The king wrote letters to all four people. To one he gave a million dollars, to the second, a

mansion; to the third he gave a bank. And to the fourth he wrote "You wanted to be left in

peace, therefore we will do so."

Now are the days when the King is giving us the option to request whatever we want. We

would be wise to be like the first three, and not like the fourth, which doesn't recognize the

potential that is before him.

When the poor go around a beis medresh collecting money, they don’t get too much money.

The mispalelim generally give them small donations — a quarter, a dollar, and the like. But

when the poor visit the wealthy in their homes, they get larger donations. What's the difference?

Reb Tzaddok HaCohen zt'l explained the paupers don't expect to get too much money in

the beis medresh, and that's the reason they don’'t. When the pauper goes to their homes,

he expects to receive more, and therefore he receives more.

The lesson is that one receives according to his expectations, and therefore when we daven

we should raise our expectations, then we will receive more.



12 Torah Wellsprings - Rosh Hashanah

jumped, and the bullet hit the horseneans that Hashem should give us
iInstead of Nicolai. kindness a#de understands kindness, for

"You saved my life," Czar Nicolai saidt.hat will be a far greater kindness, than

to the soldier. "Your shouts caused the' accordance to our limited perception.

horse to leap, and that saved me. How Everyone Can
can | repay you?" In the yotzrosof Rosh Hashanah we say,

The soldier said "I don't get along wel ep mey, “Hashem deals equally with

with the general of my platoon. | wanthe small people and with the great

to be moved to a different brigade.” People.” This hints that people who are
"No problem,” Nicolai said. "You On & low spiritual level can accomplish

request will be fulfilled. But you are agdreat things with theirtefillos, just like

fool! You could have requested to be the the greatest tzaddikim.
general, and | would hal\'/e granted yogthe wordjsm is repeated several times in
that as well. the Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur

Rebbe Naftali of Ropshitzy'a told this Shemonah  Esrei The  Abudurham
story to teach us that we shouldn't p&xplains that the word was taken from
like this fool, who asked for somethingtne Pasuk(Esther4:16), soun 58 s o,

petty and small. Ourtefillos will be And so I will go to the king,” because
answered, so we should ask for a lot.ONn Rosh Hashanah, we come before the

_ King of the world.
The Midrash (nn " axa w5 opn op)

states that when Alexander Mokdofebbe Yehoshua of Belzy'asaid, "The
came to Eretz Yisrael, a Yid camemain lesson is from the end of tipasuk
forward greet Alexander and to bles§12 &> wwx Toun o8 sax oo, “and so, | will
him. To express his appreciationd0 to the king, which isn't proper.” Even

Alexander gave him a city as a gift. those people, who seemingly do not

' . deserve to come to the King, can do so,
Alexander's servants asked, “This man gng Hashem accepts theéfillos.

would have been satisfied with a smaller

present too. Why did you give him a Hav! Hav!

city?” It appears from theZohar that one

Alexander replied, “When one gives &hould primarily pray for ruchniyos

present, it should be a present in the eyéspirituality) on Rosh Hashanah. The

of the giver, and not according to th&ohar says that those who daven for
perception of the receiver.” their personal needs on Rosh Hashanar

are like dogs who shout,hdv hav —

The Lev Simchah zt'| repeated this ) . |
Give more! Give more!

Midrash, and explained with it a phrase

from 5 n>sn (said on Pesachhy> =7 However, tzaddikim taught us there are
waw ey, “Friend, according to Your exceptions to this rule. When one
assessments, establish our name.” Thisquests gashmiyos (material things)
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and his intention is so he can servBVhere else should | go to ask for
Hashem better, it is permitted, and evepmarnassahand for my other needs if not
advised, to daven for material matters before You?]"

on Rosh Hashanabh.
Torah

One year, beforéekiyasshofar, the Baal

Shem Tovzy'atold his students to pray

for their parnassahand material needs,

even on Rosh Hashanah. He explained

that since thegashmiyuswill lead to It states §hulchan Aruch585:1), "The

improved avodas Hashemit is called custom is to blow the shofar at themah
praying for ruchniyos where the Torah is read.” The Mishnah

: : , Berurah explains that we do so, "so the
Rebbe Pinchas of Koritzzy'a also merit of Torah shall protect us, and

encouraged people to daven for the|—rlashem will remember uketovah (in a
material needs on Rosh Hashanah. He good way)."

said, "Those who don’t ask don’t have."

Rebbe Moshe of Kobrin translated th
following words, from the Rosh
HashanahShemonei Esreixmn nnx ep
T, “You are holy, and Your name isin Shofros said in mussaf Shemonah
awesome. [So how can | speak to Yotsrej it discusses the shofar ohattan
about money issues and other mundafd®rah Thus learning Torah, and making
issues? The answer ish5yan n"5x p&y, | kabalos to improve in learning Torah
don’t have another G-d other than You.will help us attain a good judgmenmt.

We discussed howefillah is mesugal to
earn a good judgment. We now add that
Torah study is also essential.

Similarly, studying Torah on Rosh
ashanah is conducive to be rememberec
for a good year.

12. Another benefit of praying for your material needs is that such a tefillah is often more
sincere, since these matters lay heavily on one’s heart. The Tzemech Tzedek said

that when one requests for his personal needs, it is teshuvah iloya (a very high level of

teshuvah) because his words are coming forth with sincerity and truth from the depths of

his heart to Hashem.

13. Rebbe Asher of Stolin zy'a said "The Zohar prohibits shouting "hav hav — Give more!
Give more!" This means that he has his needs, only he wants more. This is forbidden

to request on Rosh Hashanah. But for someone who doesn’'t have enough, there is nothing

wrong for him to ask.

The tzaddikim of Karlin zy'a taught their chassidim to read Parashas Haman every day of

Aseres Yemei Teshuvah. Hashem is rationing our parnassah for the entire upcoming year,

so we should daven for parnassah.

14. Rebbe Dovid of Tolne zy'a asked someone why he doesn't learn Torah. The man
replied, "I don’t have yishuv hadaas (peace-of-mind)."

The Rebbe told him, "One doesn’t need yishuv hadaas to study Torah, because as one

studies Torah, he receives yishuv hadaas."
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Humble Beginnings harshly for his negligence. But then he

The Gemara Rosh Hashanah16:) reconsidered. "Why did | want to wake
writes, "Every year that the Jewistearly? It's because | wanted to do
nation feels poor at the beginning, wilHashem's will. Now it's Hashem's will
be successful in the end.” Our feelingthat | shouldn’t become angry." When the
on Rosh Hashanah should be that w@abaicame in, the Chozeh spoke with the
aren’'t worthy for a good vyear, butgabaias always. He didn’t show any sign
Hashem will grant it to us because o®fanger. With this merit in mind, he came
His mercy, love, and compassion. We to tekiyas shofar.

shouldn’t come to Rosh Hashanae)ne factor that we see in this story is the

feeling zmug,das though Wed are perfe?fhozeh's broken heart when he came to
and we deserve a good year. the tekiyos He felt that he doesn’t have

We use a curved shofar (and not any merits — aside from that one good
straight one). The Gemara R¢sh deed. With these feelings of humility we
Hashanah 26:) explains, “On Roshshould approach théekiyosand tefillos
Hashanah, the more one bends his heart on Rosh Hashanah.

[and feels humble] the better." With tha

attitude, he will have a good judgmentbe}core starting  the tekiyos Rebbe

Yissacher Dov of Belzzt'l shouted,
The Chozeh of Lublinzt'| came late for "Hashem! Only You know my broken
tekiyas shofarHe explained that he didn'theart." And then he beganMin
want to begin the mitzvah before he found  HaMeitzar and tekiyas shofar

some good deed in himself, but (due to hig | year, before Rosh Hashanah, the
humility) he only found faults. Then heB al Sher,n Tovzy'a taught Reb W(’)|f

remembered one good deed he perform itzes zy'a the Kkabalistic/chassidic,

S_ne da)|” hg asked T]@aba' t? C?V\;akzn intentions he should contemplate on
im early, because he wanted to do a when he blows shofar.

certain mitzvah. Theyabai overslept. By

the time the Chozeh awoke on his own, Reb Wolf wrote them down, so he could
was too late to do the mitzvah. Theemember them when he blows shofar,
Chozeh was planning to rebuke Igabai but he lost the paper.

It states (Koheles 8), pa7 nuawn wpa anm Awr DINA DX Owy pYsa, “Hashem made man
straight, and they sought many thoughts.” If a person’s mind isn’t straight anymore, how can
he straighten it out? Rebbe Shlomo of Karlin zy'a replied, “With a blatt Gemara.” Studying
Gemara makes a person calm, tranquil, settled, back to thinking straight again.

On the pasuk, Tmw npn XY , “Don’t take a bribe," Rebbe Naftali of Ropshitz zy'a explains
that one shouldn’t take shochad from the mitzvos. The mitzvos are endlessly precious and
beloved. Sometimes this lures people to be so occupied with their performance that they
forget to make Torah study a prominent focus in their life. The Torah urges us, don’t take
this bribe. Make Torah study prominent in our life.
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He blew the shofar that year amidstlders of Yerushalayim, wasiftar a few

many tears and with a very broken hearyears ago on Rosh Hashanah, at the age

because he regretted that he couldrof 106) repeated what he heard from his

blow the shofar in the most ideal waygrandfather, who heard it from his

concentrating on the&kavanosthe Baal grandfather — to whom the following
Shem Tov taught him. story happened.

After mussaf he told the Baal Shem Towyhen this great-great-grandfather was a
that he lost the paper, and he forgot adhild he was by Rebbe Aharon
the kavanos He said he fears that thisChernobylerzy'afor Rosh Hashanah. He
might mean theekiyosdidn't accomplish davened on a balcony (which was built
what they needed to accomplish... Thg accompany the many guests who came
Baal Shem Tov told him that he Wante(ﬂor yom to\)_ It was extreme|y crowded
him to lose the paper, because he wantg@id he fainted. People threw water on the
Reb Wolf should blow shofar with achild to revive him and they gave him

broken heart. water to drink. They also brought him to
»Thdhe large opening in the floor, which
opened to the beis medresh below, so he
would have air.

The Baal Shem Tov explained,
kabalistic thoughts (calledkavano$ are
keys that open up the locks of heaven.

Each kabalistic meditation 0pens Upying there, he was able to watch Rebbe
another lock. But a broken heart is I'k%haron Chernobyler approach thémah
an ax that opens up all doors and af}, tekiyas shofar He was also able to

locks of heaven. Yourtekiyos blown hear thevort Rebbe Aharon Chernobyler
with a broken heart, went straight up to said before thaekiyos

heaven and accomplished everything."

The Rebbe said, "It is writtenTehillim

47), mpmna opby oy Elokim represents
middas hadin (strict justice and

what kabalistickavanoshe should have PUMiShmentzpax moy, themidas hadinis
raised and removechna, with a broken

In mind when he calls out théekiyos heart. The next words aresw %pa 'n.

Rebbe Dovid Biderman replied, "I don’t.l_his can mean= .=y the middas
know kavanosand you also don’t know. harachamim ;—Ia;'hevr’n's mercy

But one kavanah!| will tell you. The :
o epresented by the nanrenn, will also
shevarimis a small broken heart, and
truah is a big broken heart..." as_cend and leave il 72, when one
thinks that everything is good,and he
Reb Velvel Eisenbachzt'| (from the isn't worried at all.”

The baal makri (the one who calls out
tekiyah shevarim etc.) asked my
grandfather, Rebbe Dovid Bidermay'a

15. aow also means good, as we say in the Rosh Hashanah tefillah, n>»wyn 1ow, improve
[make good] your deeds..." and as the Gemara says, nnx Xp ow, you said well.
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When the Rebbe said this, the entifgfom the boss, for he knows what the
congregation cried. The child became boss would say.

wet again, this time from their tears. : :
However, if a businessman wants to do

Tears big business with the proprietor of the
store, the employee doesn't have
authorization to do anything at all. All he
chan do is usher the businessman into the
S : :

boss’s office.

Reb Chaim Vitalzt'l writes, "The Arizal
would cry a lot during thetefillos of
Rosh Hashanah, even though Ro
Hashanah is gom tov On Yom Kippur,
he cried even more. He would say that &imilarly, we tell the malachim not to
one doesn'’t cry on these days, it's a sigend to our tears. They should just take
his neshamahisn't complete." the tears and usher them before Hashem

, _ The malachimaren't able to understand
Reb Shlomo Klugert'| taught that since 4 depth, sincerity, yearning, and pain

tears on Rosh Hashanah is so precioyfat the tears of the Jewish nation
one should pray before Rosh HaShanE?:'&ntain, and being that tears are so

that he should be able to cry on ROSBowerful, we want that only Hashem
Hashanah. He said that this is alluded to should deal with them.

in the pasuk(Tehillim 42), op585 was mnmy

'mpt % amm L0 985, Reb Shlomo Kluger As the Rebbe of Piascnetzél hy'd (who
explained, ws: mwme, “My heart thirsts, died in the Holocaust) said, "Did a
opo8s that on the day of judgment ofmalachever experience the pain of being
Rosh Hashanahnym=t % mrm, | should be beaten up, as Yidden do? Doesnalach

able to cry." know the humiliation of being pursued
_ and hunted? Did a malach ever
In Selichos we say, wan mpm1 e experience the pain of hunger...?"

My aYmintal o ) wmpn, _
“[Malachini who bring in tears, bring Therefore, we tell the malachim to

in our tears before the King who isdaven for us frnn mavm o1nen) but
appeased with tears." when it comes to our tears, they should

kindly just bring them before Hashem.
This can be explained with mashal  They shouldn't get involved with the

When a worker has worked in a store tears, at all

for a long time, he knows the ins andhe Chasam Soferztl taught, ms3
outs of the store, and therefore, the bogsrying) is roshei teivosorn 55 o awa,
allows his worker to make deals witHin Your name we rejoice all day
the costumers by his own discretion. llong.” Because even when we cry, it
a consumer wants a deduction, thishould be with joy, and not with
worker doesn’t have to ask permission sadness and despadr.

16. Rebbe Pinchas of Koritz zt'l (Imrei Pinchas von) asks that in Nechemyah (8:10) it
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The benefit of tears is twofold: TeardAlthough the gates of tefillah were
rouse us to daven with morkavanah closed, the gates of tears were never
and tears create a powerfuiefillah, closed. As it states (Tehillim 39w
which is likely to rouse Hashem'syann 5% 'npmT 5% msm mpwn A0 noen,
compassion. "Listen to my prayers Hashem. Heed my
shouts. | am certain you won't ignore my

The Alef HaMagen (582:45 and see tears" (Tosfos).

Maaseh Rav, Gr'a207) discusses the

importance to cry during the Rosl'Reb Ellyahu Desslert'l eXpIainS that the
Hashanalttefillah. Then he writes that if 9ates of tefilah are also open. The
by nature one is unable to cry, he shoulroblem is that the gates to our hearts are
pray in the sounds of someone Crying.";|088d. We don’t daven with kavanah,
for this will rouse his kavanah and and therefore the tefillos don't ascend.
arouse his merits Above. As implied bycrying opens up the heart, and then the
(Tehillim 6:9), w32 5% - paw 5, "Hashem gates are open to receive our tefillah.

heardthe voiceof my cries." The Satmar Rebbe ztl told the

Because davening in the sound of following mashal

crying rouses the person to daven WitQ prince rebelled against his father, the
more kavanah king, and was imprisoned in a distant

: land for many years. The queen yearned
The Gemara Rava Metzia59) states, to see her child, so she travelled the long

"From the day the Beis HaMikdash was;. :
. distance, and spoke with her son from

destroyed, the gates of tefillah were outside the brison walls

closed. As it states (Eichah 3w » o P '

'n>an onw yws, “even when | shout andThe son told her how terrible it was in

| scream, the tefilos are closed.prison. She threw him a key to unlock

states we should be happy on Rosh Hashanah, however the Arizal teaches that if someone
doesn’t cry on Rosh Hashanah it's a sign his neshamah isn’t complete. The answer is that
it is similar to the joy of a chasunah. The simchah is great, but fear is there as well, as they
hope the marriage will be successful and peaceful. So too, on this great day of judgment,
the day the world was created, there is a great joy on this day, because Hashem is wnn,
renews, His meluchah (kingship), and we human beings, scratched out from the earth, have
the privilege to announce Hashem the king and to shout to the entire world q9ni. Is there
anything more joyous than that? This is the reason we are happy on Rosh Hashanah, and
it is a holiday. On the other hand, we cry because we don't know what the future holds, and
what is concealed under the judgment that is being passed this day.”

We eat wat honey on Rosh Hashanah. The Rebbe of Gostinen zt'l said that w”a7 is roshei
teivos 7181 nynT mow, “Put my tears in your bag.” It shouldn’t surprise us that the tears
are hinted in the word waT, honey, because every part of Rosh Hashanah, including tears
and fear, is sweetened with deep happiness.
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the gate so he could go free, but the kéjhe merchant was slightly startled. "Why
didn’t work. do you want the necklace?"

"Perhaps it's the wrong key” the princéOur mother died last year. My older
said. “The lock isn't budging.” sister takes care of us, and today is her

: , _ . birthday. | know she will like this
Its the right key” she replied. “The neckjace. | want to buy it for her.”

problem is you've been in jail a long imérpe merchant's heart broke for this girl
and the lock became rusty. The onlyng for her family. "You can have the

solution is you must cry. Your tears Wi”necklace," he said, and he took the seven
wash away th’?l corrosion and the 1ock gojlars and eighty cents for payment.
will open...

_ o Later that day, the older sister came to
The nimshalis, if we wash our hearts the store.

with hot tears, we can break through all _ _
the walls that separate us from ouDid my younger sister buy this necklace
Father in heaven. With tears, we ar# your store, today?"

able to fully pour our hearts out beforeYes."
the Creator. "How much did it cost?"

_ The merchant explained, "My store
As mentioned above, tears also make ogpesn't have set prices. | quote a price,

prayers much more powerful, becausgnd the consumer says his price; we
they arouse Hashem's compassion. pegotiate and we reach a conclusion.

You sister bargained well with me, and

A youn irl walked into a jewelr _ _
y g 9 J y convinced me to sell it for less."

store and looked at one of the necklaces

on display. “Is that a real necklace?fhis story illustrates how people will
she asked. accede to your requests, when you touch
their heart. Also, when you cry, it
touches people's hearts, and they want tc
"Can | see it?" help you. Keviyacho] something similar
The merchant didn’'t mind doing a favohappens before Hashem. When there are
for this young girl, so he opened up thé¢ears, the gates of heaven are open wide

The merchant affirmed that it was.

glass case and gave her the necklace to to answer our tefillos.
look at. The Yismach Moshe said "A king was
"I want to buy it," she said. angry at his servants and they didn’t
. } know what to do to appease him. The
It costs money. king's sar hamashkinsaid, "I have good

wine, which the king loves. I'll give him

the wine; he will certainly become happy

She opened her small purse and took ocahd he will forgive us." As it saysm
seven dollars and eighty cents.  mpma myanm, "The King who is appeased

"I have money."
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with tears." This is the good drink thato listen to the shofar with all our heart,
appeases the King of the worid. and kiviyachol, it will rouse Hashem to

Techinos (supplications written in save us and to take pity on us.

Yiddish) were composed, so the womeiihe Bardichover Raey'aonce raised his
who don’t understandashon hakadoshshofar, and called out to the womens
can also pray. section, "The shofar needs to be rinsed"

There were also many ignorant mean{ and they all began to cry.

haaratzin) in the past who didn’'t know The Arvei Nachalzy'atold the following
lashon hakadoshWhy weren'ttechinos mashal Once, when the king was
composed for them? It is because wkaveling with his son through a distant
primarily need the women'stefillos, city, the father told his son, "There are
because their tefillos are often said witkvil people in this city who are against
tears, and tears break down all barriers. me. Be careful from them."

Reb Elyah Lopiarzt’'l said he received aBut the evil people kidnapped the prince,
kabbalahthat on theyomim nora'imthe and they held him captive in that city.
women who stay home to take care Oén a designated day, each year, the king
their children have their own, individual ’ ’

channel that elevates thdifillos before would pass through this city. The“ child
: knew about that, and he thought, “When
Hashem’s throne. Although they pra )
, : y father passes through, | will shout
less, and they don’t have the benefit o ) ,
: : ) : oudly. He will hear me and save me.
davening with a congregation, their few
words oftefillah can accomplish what anHowever, his captives suspected the child
entire holy kehilah accomplishes with would do this, so on the day the king
many hours oftefillah. Partially, this is passed through the city, they locked the
because of the special quality t#fillah prince in an iron cell, with now
with tears, which women excel in. Thesaindows. Now, even if he shouts, the
tefillos are always answered. king won’t hear him.

We've seen that tears open our hearfhie child had special stones that he
before Hashem, ankeviyacho| it opens received from his father, years before.
Hashem's heart to fulfill our requests. FoFhese stones had segulahthat when
both reasonstekiyas shofarshould be they are thrown at an iron wall, the
accompanied with tears. It will rouse us wall collapses.

17. Rebbe Naftali of Melitz zt'l| said that waT is roshei teivos for 71X "nynT Mw, "place
my tears in Your pouch." He explained: When Hashem desires to write good things

for the Jewish nation, the Satan dries the inkwell, so the ink doesn’t write. We request,

1TX32 nynT w, "Place a drop of our tears into Your inkwell, and then you will be able to

write with it."

Rebbe Moshe of Kobrin zt'l said that waT is gematriya man ax, compassionate Father.
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The king was passing through the citywill not function fully when one blows

and his son threw the stones at the iraghofar without a broken heart and

walls, but the walls didn’t fall down. without tears.

This was because only clean stones

have this special power, and his stone
were filthy.

Tehillim
%Ial Yisrael have a custom to say more
Tehillim these dayss

The child started to cry and his tear?hroughout Rosh Hashanah, the Baal

washed the stones. He threw anOthWaTanyazy'a was busy with either his
stone. This time the wall fell down. The machzoror with his Tehillim.

king heard his shouts and saved him.
The Brisker Ravzt'l| also used every

The Arvei Nachal explains that thespare moment of Rosh Hashanah to
shofar has the potential to break down say Tehillim.

ron walls that separate us from OUrhe Emek HaMelectzt'| writes that Reb

thher in_heaven. Technically, V.V'th thISAvigdor Kara zt'| writes in his seferthe
mitzvah, we should have merited the . _
following story:

geulah long ago. It doesn’'t seem to be
working, though. Why? The answer idn a village near Leport, there lived a
the shofar works together with tears. I§imple person who only knew Tanach.

18. There is a segulah to say the entire Tehillim twice on the first night of Rosh Hashanah.
| know people who have practiced this segulah, and saw miracles.

The magid, Reb Ben Tzion Yadler zt'l, gathered a group older bachurim on the night of

Rosh Hashanah, and said with them the entire Tehillim twice. All of them were engaged

shortly thereatfter.

There’s an askan in Eretz Yisrael who had two boys and a girl in shidduchim, and nothing

was progressing. They didn’'t even hear offers. They did this segulah, and all three were

engaged that year.

A yungerman told me that his wife suffered from some iliness and every few weeks she was

hospitalized. One year he did this segulah, and she never returned to the hospital for that

illness again.

Another person, who had the privilege of marrying off all his children, had three couples who

didn't have any children. The father did this segulah, and that year all three of them were

blessed with a child.

I've heard several stories of people who received their salvation with this segulah.

However, it is very hard to keep this segulah, and it isn't advised for everyone. If keeping

this custom will prevent you from being awake and alert by the tefillos, it is better to refrain.

It is more important to daven with kavanah.

However, even if one can't say the entire Tehillim twice, one can say some Tehillim on Rosh

Hashanah night (and over the two days of Rosh Hashanah). Another idea is for a family to

divide up the Tehillim between themselves so they end up saying the entire Tehillim twice.
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He wasniftar at an old age. Thirty daysThe answer is that bad never comes from
after his demise, he came in a dream tdashem's mouth. [Hashem never decrees
the chacham and tzaddik of the city, that pain, illness, or hardships should
holding an old Tehillim. The chacham befall people.] What happens is that man
asked, “Aren’t you the person we burieds connected to all worlds. When he sins,
recently?” he becomes detached from his
“Yes, it is I.” connection above, and the result is that
“What's that seferunder your arm?” he becomes illrachmana litzlan When
the tzaddik davens, he reconnects the

“I's a Tehillim. | came to tell you to .
Eerson to his source, to where he was

warn the people of the town where | . = Automatically, he becomes

lived that they should escape. When healed. [However] sometimes, the

was alive | said the entireTehillim - .o ofillah doesn't help, chalilah,

daily.» | did this for several years, an ) :
- ecause there is &itrug. [There are
my Tehillim protected them, but now : )
prosecuting angels in heaven who

they don’t have protection...” :
prevent the person from becoming
In the morning, thechachamtold the reconnected to his source, due to his
people of the town his dream. Thossins]. When this occurs, he needs to
who escaped survived; those whbecome attached to thepin Swan o5y
remained perished. m°n, to the great world called Tehillah...
The Emek HaMelech concludes, “Fromg r?gilkﬁiittrrx; \[/[\;(r)(glsdelcsutsiﬁigeI;./n?]eglrsia;r!?lqt
the day my father heard this story, he

would say the entire Tehilim each able to prevent him. In that world, there

.. IS solely compassionp™m owm, and
week... For whoever saysTehillim y P P

: ) : verything is fixed. This is the reason
regularly frees himself, his family, an : ,
: ) , Dovid HaMelech's songs are callednn,
his generation from all kinds of sorrows

because with them, one can accomplish

and he draws down bountprachos and )
) . everything [because one becomes
hatzlachos Fortunate is the one who is

: attached to the world of compassion
o277 v o, who does good for himself .
" calledm5nn]. There is no Satan there and
and for others.

there are no problemg(ym» Py jpow py)."

The Noam Elimelech writes: : : :
These amazing words give us a glimpse

"Some people ask howefillah helps. at the wonders oTehillim. When we say
How a tzaddik can pray for an ill personTehillim, we are being connected to the
and the sick person becomes betteviorld where there is only compassion,
Hashem doesn’t change, [and if Hashemhere none of our bad deeds are
understood that this person should be illpentioned. Through sayingehillim, we
how does prayer change the situation?] can attain all our needs.

19. The Shlah's version is that he would finish Tehilim each week



22 Torah Wellsprings - Rosh Hashanah

Simanim Rebbe Pinchas of Koritzt'l| teaches that

Shulchan Aruch (583:1) states, “Onﬁe don't eat sour foods on Rosh

should [be accustomed to] eat on Ro aihanah befcause V;’r? %O”t V‘\’/Vfi”t t(:
Hashanahen Mmn 8950 ,na.aeam. When MaKe @ sour tace on this day. vve wan

he eats thassm he should saysw ngr v © dSho‘;‘_’ fsoltgly ixpressmnj of pLeaS;lEI]re
ums. When he eatsn> he should say 319 Satistaction, 1or-a good sign for the

W ... Some have the custom to upcoming year.

eat an apple sweetened in honey, and {¢,¢ meforshimelaborate on how making
say, i maw e WSy wannn, 'Make this simanimhas an effect on the year.
new year a good, sweet year’ and that

is the custom. Some eat pomegranat&®e Eliyahu Rabba (quoted iMishnah

and say,m3s mor nm. And the custom Berurah) writes, “The Shlah teaches that

is to eat fatty meat and all types othese signs remind the person to rouse
sweet foods.” himself to teshuvah and to pray for

. : : these matters.”
The origin of this halachah is the Gemara

(Krisus 6) yvhich sta.tes_s.m NP N0, @ For example, when he eats the apple in
sign has significance. honey, he is reminded that this is a new

“We dc;/ear, and he wants it should be a sweet,

The Mishnah Berurah writes, good year. Then he doeteshuvahto
these things for a good omen. Thereformerit this and he prays for it. Similarly,

it's obvious that one must be cautious. . . )
with all the simanim, they are reminders

that he doesn’'t become angry durlngn
. .that we want these matters, so we should
these days. In addition to the severe sin,
do teshuvah and pray for them.

one must make a good sign for the new

year. Instead, he should be happy and B&p  sShlomo Kluger's Qhachmas
should trust in Hashem... Shlomd approach is that these foods

People in Yerushalayim would say «sshow ourbitachonthat it will indeed be
an apple dipped in honey is a sign for g sweet, good year. More than the foods,

sweet year, certainly if a person make&S the bitachonin one’s heart, combined
himself a ‘sweet Yid, by keeping aWIth h|§ words, which proclaim that
smile on his face, and by greeting othefaVe'ything will be good that year. He

warmly, better sign for the new yeallertes, “The idea isn’t that eating these
’ could there be?” foods is atefillah, because there is no

such concept of eating as efillah.
The Mishnah Berurah writes, “There ar®ather, we eat these foods to illustrate
those who don’t cook sour foods orour trust that Hashem will give us a good
Rosh Hashanah, such as borsht and thear... We eat these sweet, good foods,
like. Those who eat fish for a sign thaand we say on them [that it should be a
we should multiply like fish shouldn’t good year] so ilchas veshalonthere was
cook it in vinegar.” a harsh decree, it will be turned over for
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good by our words. Amen, so shall béeard their conversation. Following this
His will.” lead, he planted his field by the second

So according to Reb Shlomo Kluger, iLains. Everyone's crop was ruined, except

simanim are demonstrations of Our‘?r:ehlsr'lext ear he returned to the
bitachon We combine oumbitachonwith y

: emetery, and he heard the souls
our words, and this turns over all hars : :
speaking again. One asked the other to
decrees for the good.

join her on her travels to hear what will

Reb Shlomo Kluger adds, “On Roslbe decreed that year. The other said she
Hashanah, aftershacharis one should can’'t travel, because she was buried in a
say, Ty a5 s Ty M 5, ‘Hashem mat of reeds. So the soul went by

only does good.’maw> w on.... This herself. She returned and said, "I heard
turns things over that they should trulyrom heaven that the crops planted by
be good.” the secondrains will be destroyed by
disease ghidafor)."

The Gemara Brachos 18) tells us, "A
chassid gave dinar to a poor person onThat year everyone planted by the second
erev Rosh Hashanah... His wife arguedains. They remembered that the previous
with him, so that night he went to sleeyear only the chassid’'s crops prospered
in the cemetery. He heard twweshamos because he planted by the second rains
[who were buried there] speaking with so they did so that year.
eat_:h other. One said, My_ fnen_d, let Fhis time, the chassid planted by thest
swim around the world and listen in from__. : _
. : .fains. His crops grew well; everyone
behind the curtain [of heaven] so we will , )
: : : else’s harvest was ruined.
know which punishments are coming
down to the world.™ When we think about this Gemara, we
: , ._understand that the chassid had terrible
The other soul said she can’'t swin. : : ,
: Sjmanimon his Rosh Hashanah. We can't
around the world, since she was buri : : : ) :
: iImagine worsesimanim His wife was
in a mat of reeds. . :
angry at him and he ended up sleeping
So one soul went alone, and when she a cemetery! But despite the bad signs,
returned, she said to her friend, "Heavelme became wealthy two years in a row!
decreed that all crops planted by the firskhis is because even more important than
rain will be ruined by hail." The chassidthe foods we eat, is the person's

20. The lyun Yaakov explains, "It seems to me that the chassid [slept in the cemetery]
because he was afraid that if he remains at home, he might quarrel with his wife on

Rosh Hashanah. He didn't want to sleep in somebody else's house, to protect his wife's

honor. He chose to sleep in the cemetery so no one should know about the fight.

"In the merit of tzedakah [that he gave to the poor] he was rewarded, because he heard the

spirits, and he knew when to plant..."
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disposition. This chassid remained happgood siman that comes from our
despite having to go to sleep in théappiness, are helpful toward attaining
graveyard because his wife was ang®y good successful year. As it states
with him. His happiness brought him twaabout Rosh HashanaliNéchemyalB), 5
successful years. oonpn N 1 R, "Your joy with Hashem

Is your strength.”
The Nesivos Shalomzy'a told the 'S you 9

following story: The Tur (581, quoting a Midrash) writes,
. "No nation can compare to this nation...
A tzaddik came home from shul on ROSK}Vhen a person is on trial, and his life is

H_ashanah night, fiIIe_d hisbecher for at stake, he wears black clothing, lets his
Kiddush, and the entire cup spilled oNtQ 4 rd grow, and he won't cut his nails,

the table. When he was cutting challaly .5 se he doesn't know what will be

the challah slipped from his hand, oMY outcome of the judgment. But the

the flor(])r. Theh rett))betzin d?dg’t serC\I/e fiShJewish nation, on their day of judgment,
that nignt, because it burned. wears white clothes, shave their beards,

"I'm afraid that these are bad omens," sialt their nails. They eat, drink, and are
said. "So many negative things ar8appy on Rosh Hashanah, because the)
happening.” know Hakadosh Baruch Hu will make a

The husband said, “The maisiman is miracle for them..."

our happy disposition. We eat meat angl\o \jishnah Berurah (597:1) writes
sweet foods on Rosh Hashanah becau%e eat and drink and are hapéy
these foods make us festive and happx\ithough Rosh Hashanah is a day of

and happiness is a good omen for t;ﬁdgment, nevertheless, the mitzvah of

upcoming ‘year. The main omen 1S Ny e applies to Rosh Hashanah as
what we eat; it is the emotions within us. well

Baruch Hashem, despite everything, we
are happy. So we are having a very goddany people find this surprising. The
omen for the upcoming year!” judgment is so awesome; our future and
the future of our family and the future
of Klal Yisrael is being determined.
On Rosh Hashanah, we are happfccording to our deeds, we are very
because we trust Hashem will give ufar from being worthy, so how can we
a good year. Ourbitachon and the be happy?

Joy

21. Someone told Reb Mordechai Chaim Slonimer zt'l that he doesn’t have enough money
to buy a head of a fish, and he is worried how he will succeed that year without having

this siman.

Reb Mordechai Chaim told him, “Buy a fish tail (which is called an py, end, in Yiddish) and

pray, 1nx¥1 1 ‘May it be Hashem's will that it should finally be the py, end, of all our suffering."”
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But we are happy, because it is oumnn, “Nechamya and Ezra said to the
Father in heaven who is judging us, andation, ‘This is a holy day for Hashem.
He wants to grant us goodness. He seek®n't mourn. Don’'t cry,” because the
ways, within the laws of justice, to granentire nation cried when they heard the
us a good year. The fear is great, anborah..opnmn nen oumen %ax 105 o5 e
fear of Hashem should be upon usn = man o wepn 58 wnasd orm evp o
throughout Rosh Hashanah. But lacetbnyn, 'Eat fatty foods and drink sweet
within our fear is immense jos: drinks... because it is a holy day for our

An earlv source for the iov on ROShMaster. Don’'t be sad. Your joy with
Y 1oy Hashem is your strength?’

Hashanah are th@esukim(Nechemyah
8:9-10). Rosh Hashanah morning, EzrAn even earlier source is from thmasuk
read thesefer Torahbefore the entire (Devarim 16:15), =una  nnmen.  The
nation, and they were all crying, becausglishnah Berurah (597:1) and the
they recognized they weren’t keeping th8haagas Aryeh (62) say thipasuk
Torah properly. It statesywn..mans s applies to Rosh Hashanah, too. Because
58 oovOn M5 N owp o opn S%%.0mon Rosh Hashanah is an, as it states
V3T NN DYes opn 53 o' ' 1930 S5NY %aNnn (Tehillim 81:4), wn ov5 noaa.

22. The Sma’k teaches that there’'s a custom to wear white clothing on Rosh Hashanah
because they resemble tachrichim (shrouds), to help us maintain the joy of Rosh

Hashanah in the correct proportions.

Reb Moshe Chaim of Slonim zt'l would say to those who were excessively afraid, "It isn't a

band of thieves who are seated in the court, up in heaven. It is our Father in heaven, and

we can trust that He will save His children from the judgment.”

There was a bachur who was very afraid of the judgment of Rosh Hashanah because of his

sins. The Chazon Ish zt'| wanted to calm him. He asked the bachur, "When Rosh Hashanah

falls on Shabbos, why don’t we say Tashlich?"

The bachur replied that the Mishnah Berurah (583:8) teaches, "...When the first day of Rosh

Hashanah is Shabbbos, they go to the river on the second day. Perhaps this is because the

river is outside the city [where there is no eiruv] and it is forbidden to carry. People generally

take along machzorim to Tashlich. Therefore the chachamim established they should go on

the next day [Pri Megadim]").

The Chazon Ish told him, "For you, the problem isn't only carrying the machzor. For you, it

Is also that you are carrying your sins. Because | see you're carrying a heavy burden of sin

on your shoulders..."

23. The Avodas Yisrael zt'l (Netzavim onx nm1) explains that we don't fall on our faces
and say tachanun on erev Rosh Hashanah, because a person shouldn’'t have a fallen

face, these days. He should be happy and trust in Hashem.

Each month has a formation of Hashem’s name ™. The formation for Tishrei is 7m. The

Magan Avraham (of Trisk) zt'| explains that this is because 1»m represents joy, and we are

supposed to be happy this month.
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The Chasam Sofezt'l proves that Roshlong,” and the first letters spelh:os,
Hashanah is gom tovas it statesRosh crying [because we should cry with
Hashanah4:1), mwn wx S aw or, and happiness]. But dejection and a broken
therefore there is an obligation to béeart shouldn’'t be experienced at all [on
happy on Yom Tov. Rosh Hashanah] because they are
associated withkelipah and din, and we

The Chasam Sofery'awrites that it is ~— 0 o0 cdin on this day...”

obvious that one should be happy on
Rosh Hashanah since it is a Yom Tovlhe Mahari'l teaches that the first day of
Why did Ezra and Nechemyah have tRosh Hashanah iswp s, harshdinim,
teach the nation to be happy? Theery stringent and severe. The second
Gemara Rosh Hashanah 19) says, day is o a1, a softer judgment.
From after Ezra's time, Elul was NeVer. . snaul u'Meishiv T —.

me'uber (thirty days)..." That year, Elul =p) disagrees. He writes, “This idea that

had thirty days instead of the usual ™ g =00 ST i dicut,

twenty-nine, and the first day of Ros L
ecause there are clear proofs that it isn’t
Hashanah was the last day of Elul: :
harsh day. The halachah is we say

Therefore Ezra and Nechemyah had f's%%ehechiyanuhis day, and we wouldn't

tell the nation to nevertheless be happ ay shehechiyandf it wasn't a day of

on that day. But it is certain that on RosE ) _ _
Hash;/nah we must be joyous. joy.# We don’t say shehechiyanuin

sefiras ha'omer because there isn'’t joy,
The Chasam Soferzt'l (y'pn 558 173) only distress, because of the Churban
writes “Although Rosh Hashanah is ameis haMikdash. If the first day would
awesome and fearsome day, the Day bé a sad day, a day of harslinim, we
Judgment for the entire world, it isn’t awouldn’t say shehechiyanuTherefore, it
sad day. On the contrary, one shouldn’t swp s, It's a day when Hashem
especially have a happy heart odforgives our sins, a holy day. On this day
teshuvah love, deveikus and he should the imahos were remembered [to bear
cry from joy. As it states>s n>x» gwa  children] and all goodness and holy
o, “in Your name we rejoice all day  bounty comes from this day..

24. According to the Raavad, one doesn’t say n»niw on the shofar because of the fear
of the judgment.

We follow the opinions that we do say shehechiyanu.

Shulchan Aruch (584:2) states that it is customary that the person who blows shofar should

have an aliyah. The Levush explains, 2% 'mawn ow ' *mpp, Torah makes people happy,

and thereby, he will be able to blow the shofar with joy.

25. Rosh Hashanah is also a day of immense fear. Yet, the element of joy must always be
there. monyn X1 "1 N1, in the merit of the happiness, we will be judged for a good year.

The Navi (I Shmuel 1) tells that Chanah was sad because she didn’t have children. Her
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Why Are We Happy on Rosh Hashanah? car, passed two red lights, and committed
several other driving violations to have
e privilege to meet with the president.
here were many body guards and
since irQbstacles preventing him from reaching
the president. He jumped over all of
them and spoke with the president for a
2. We havebitachon that Hashem will few moments. The police caught up and
give us a good years arrested him, but he says it was all
}Q/orthwhile, for the few moments he
spoke with the president.

We've already stated a few of th

reasons, and we will repeat them briefi}

here, with a few new reasons:

1. It's a mitzvah to be happy,
Yom Tov.

3. Happiness is a good siman for th
new year.

4. On Rosh Hashanah, we crown Hashehlwhan”’ on Rosh Hashanah every Yid

as King of the world, and we are joyou?aSSes before Hashemo =23, like sheep

to have that privilege. As Rebbe Pinchd&?ssINg by, sollnglde file. bT_he fea_tr 'Sd
Koritzer zt'l said,mm pinn 0 15y, “There IMMENSE, our deeds are being reviewed,

is nothing sweeter than that.” but it is all worthwhile, to have a

moment with Hashem.
4. We are also happy because Hashem

meets with every Yid on Rosh Hashanaky, N Sk:t’laSWEtrf:]etsl—ESGSQI?nV\[{rr:ﬁs’m E)A\ltrhotl;]gr;n
And that is a reason to celebrate. €y Kno at Hashem remembers [ne

To explain this, we begin with a Storyto judge them, nevertheless, every Yid

that the Pnei Menacheratl once read understands that it is a great merit to be
_ remembered by Hashem... and they
and repeated:

consider it worthwhile to be judged by
Someone heard the president was justHim, just to have the merit that Hashem
few blocks away. So he jumped into hisvill think about us. Since they feel

husband, Elkanah, told her, "Why do you cry? Why aren't you eating? Why are you sad? |
am better for you than ten children."”
This encouraged her somewhat, and the Navi tells us that she ate a little, but she was still
very upset. She went to Mishkan Shilo to daven for children. After her tefillos the Navi writes,
Ty 1% o XY o1 Yaxm, “she ate, and she didn’t have a sad face again."
The Chasam Sofer teaches that she merited bearing children because of her happiness. She
succeeded in finding happiness in her life despite her misery, and in this merit she had her
salvation. Chazal say, mm Ym mw mpoy 1713, "On Rosh Hashanah...Chanah was
remembered,” to bear a child, and it was in the merit of her happiness.
26. On the words nyin Mot (Vayikra 23:24) the Seforno writes, “Although, on this day,
Hashem sits on his throne of judgment...it is proper that we should rejoice even more,
because He is our King Who will seek to do kindness with us, and to merit us in His
judgment. As it states, wywr X1 13390 1 RPN 1 Nvdw a1, ‘Hashem is our judge...Hashem
is our King, and He will save us.”
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privileged and happy that Hashem is Fear
thinking of them, Hashem remembers,ogether with our joy, we have
them for good. Hashem leaves His immense fear.

throne of justice and sits on His throne _

of compassion. They deserve thidS the Chinuch (stated above) concludes,

because they understand that bein§lOwever, being that it is a day of

remembered by Hashem in judgment judgment, therefore it statespmn p.

the greatest good and the utmost prese-H?e broken sound of theb_ruah means

from Hashem.# everyone should break their stroggtzer
hara and regret their bad deeds... This is

5. The Chinuch (311) writes, “Hashe he reason we don’t.sal’ylallel on this
oliday...because it isn't proper to say

does kindness for His Creation?—Iallel when he is standing in judgment.”
and...reviews their deeds, one day each g In judg :

year, so their sins don’'t become todhe Mishnah Berurah (584:1) writes,
many, so they can attain atonement.’We don't say Hallel on Rosh Hashanah
Their sins are few, and therefore Hashekecause the books of life and death are
forgives them. Even if there are sins th@ipened, so how can we sing Hallel?
need to be cleansed, He punishes slowllthough we are certain we will exito,
little by little. As Chazal Avodah Zarah righteous in the judgment, nevertheless,
4.) say, ‘To the one he loves, he punishé¥€ must be afraid because of the awe
little by little.” If He wouldn’t remember ©Of the judgment. In merit of his fear, he
them only once in a long while, their sindVill be rememberedma," to merit a
would be so many, and the world would good year.

almost be destroyedzhalilah. So, Rosh The RambamRirush HaMishnayos Rosh
Hashanah is a very special day. It lendgashanah4) writes, 'Hallel isn't said on
existence to the world. Therefore, it iRosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur,
proper to make this day gom toy and because they are days of service,
it is counted among the specigbmim humility, fear, awe of Hashem, to escape
tovim of the year." and to run to Him, teshuvah

27. At the beginning of sefer BaMidbar, Hashem told Moshe and Aharon to count the

Jewish people. One of the reasons for this count, writes the Ramban (Bamibdar 1:45)
Is so they could stand before Moshe and Aharon. Standing before these two great tzaddikim
was a great benefit for the Jewish nation. The Ramban writes, "When one comes before the
greatest navi [Moshe] and his brother, the 'n wrp, [Aharon] and he tells them his name, this
will be a merit for him and [a source of] life because he is being enlisted and counted together
with the Jewish nation. Moshe and Aharon will look at them with a good eye, and pray for
them..." Similarly, when we pass before Hashem on Rosh Hashanah, it is a wonderful time
for us. Hashem will certainly bless us with many brachos at that time. Just to be in Hashem's
presence is a blessing in itself, which results in spiritual and material success.
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supplications, requests, and forgiveneswld them to return to him in three
And for all of these matters, joy andmonths.
revelry aren't appropriates" Three months later, they returned. The

Notice that the Rambam calls Roskliv’els Aharon spoke with one of them, and
asked him what he learned.

Hashanah and Yom Kippur days of fear

and days, "to escape and run to Hashenthe chassid replied, “It was extremely

Unlike most fears that causes people fgightening. Reishis Chachmaldescribes

run away, this fear draws people closetehinom in detail, and the fear is
to the One we fear. unbearable. | tremble, just thinking

Similarly, we say in Selichos nosns about the great punishment that’'s in

~oxs mners, "l hide from Your anger in Store for eacha\(eirar}..” ,
Your shadow.” This is the uniqueness of'€ Rebbe replied, “You don’t need to

fear of Hashem. Fear of Hashem draw0ry- We have a compassionate
us in closer. Father. When we ddeshuvah Hashem

forgives us...”
Reb Bunim of Pshesischat’l| writes in

a letter, “These days the joy and thdhen the Rebbe spoke with the other

worry are concealed in fear. Maychassid. The Rebbe asked him to repea

Hashem grant us that it should be botfyhat he learned inReishis Chachmah
of them, together.” He nonchalantly repeated the ideas. It

_ _ was obvious he wasn't afraid.
One must have two opposing feelings ofihe Rebbe told him, "You must know

Rosh Hashanah. He must be happy agdy; this is only amashal Gehinom is

trust in Hashem's compassion, and h&eglly much more severe than that..."
must also be afraid, because of the

judgment. There was a third chassid present, and he

: : atc.ked the Rebbe, “I'm hearing two

These opposite  sensations  arer . ,

contradictory opposing ideas, and | don’t und_erstand

' how to relate to them. What is the

The Beis Aharoret'l (Stolin) told two of reality? Is Gehinom frightening, as you
his chassidimto study the portion of told the second chassid, or should we be
Reishis  Chachmah that describes calm and unworried, as you told the first

Gehinom Ghaar HaGehinon and he chassid?"

28. The following are the Rambam's holy words:

TN, DWW X1, TADY VIO LTTIAY Y DAW DY DD 012 KXY MW WA XY YHm pap v XYW
AWM PINWI AT 1K 0MY0 19K 9021, Aot 7D Awpal  0NNam L awn oK DM 1At nn
The Chasam Sofer taught another reason why we don’t say Hallel. He says: We have a
tradition that the neshamos of people's ancestors join them in their tefillos on Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. It is written, 7> %91 onnn XY, "the dead don't say Hallel”
therefore we don’t say Hallel on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
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The Rebbe replied, "If a person is afrai&imilarly, on Rosh Hashanah, we are
of Gehinom, he has nothing to fear. Butery afraid, and we are very joyous.
if he isn't afraid, then he has a lot to bén Hashem's service, these two

afraid of." emotions aren't contradictory. One

. : enhances the other.
Similarly, regarding the awesome

judgment of Rosh Hashanah. Whould The sounds of the shofar also express
be afraid. In the merit of our fearfear and joy. The holyefarimwrite that
Hashem will give us a good judgmenttekiyah expresses joy, whileshevarim
But if we aren't afraid at all, we have a truah are sounds of a broken heart.

lot to be afraid of. Yitzchak Avinu’'s primary attribute was

The Beis Aharon Netzavin) writes, “The fear of heaven Rachad Yitzchgk Yet
main thing is [that on Rosh HashanaH]"S name was Yitzchak, which means
everyone should draw fear ordaughter, happiness. The Sfas Enmed
themselves... What is the definition of¥rites, "It is very possible he was called
fear? [The higher form of fear] is whenYitzchak because his face shone with
one recognizes Hashem and is close f@pPpiness, because there is no one
Him. This is calledyirah iloyah divine happier than the person who truly fears
fear [fear from Hashem's greatness arfd@ashem and doesn't have any other
awesomeness]. If he isn't on this level, fear.”

he should be afraid of the judgment. The Teshuvah through Shofar

main thing is that everyone must be very _ :
afraid, and then Hakadosh Baruch Hun€ Rambam Teshuvah 3:4) writes,

will do tzedakah(kindness) with him." Although  blowing shofar on Rosh
Hashanah is gezeiras hakasuta Torah

The Rabbeinu Yonah Bfachos 21.) decree) it is hinting to something. The
writes, "Although in human beings feashofar is sayingpomwn ower mpy— wake
and joy are opposites...by Hakadosbp, from your sleep,... examine your
Baruch Hu it isn't so. In fact, the feadeeds and repent. Remember your
increases one’s joy...” Creator, those who forgot the truth.z"

29. Someone told me the following: "One Rosh Hashanah | was hospitalized and someone
came to blow the shofar for us. There was a non-religious Yid in the room who was

intrigued by the shofar. He asked us a lot of questions; he wanted to understand what the

shofar was all about. Then he told us his story:

"l served in the Israeli Navy, in a submarine. Under the water, the means of communication

is by Morse code. | was an expert in Morse code. | could send and decipher messages

very quickly.

"A couple of years after serving in the navy (and after spending a very long vacation in India)

| saw an advertisement: The army was looking for a Morse code expert to be in charge of

several submarines. To apply for the job, we had to be at a certain office between 10:00
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The Or HaMeir asks, if the purpose obelow. If there were thieves, or any

the shofar is to arouse people to dother tragedy, he would clang his bells

teshuvah why doesn’t the Torah sayand shout and warn the townspeople

that the rabbanim of each beis medresh down below.

should deliver a drashah to rouse

people to doteshuvaR Why do we
need the shofar?

Once, the lad saw thieves. He began
shouting and ringing his bell,Ganavim
Thieves! Thieves are approaching!" The
The Or HaMeir answers with emashal wealthy people frantically went to save
There was once a lad who was hired ttheir properties. The poor people,
be the town crier. He set on a hilltoghowever, weren’'t worried. The thieves
and watched everything that happenedwveren't after their meager belongings.

and 12:00 in the morning. | arrived at 11:50. The room was packed with applicants, but no
one was being called inside. Music played in the background and | sat down for a few
moments and listened. Then | got up, brazenly opened the door to the office and said, 'l
came for the interview."

"There are many people waiting in line ahead of you," the secretary said. "And you just
came. Wait your turn."

"But | didn’t listen to her. | walked into the room and talked with the person in charge. After
speaking for a few moments, | was hired for the job."

The interviewer went out to the waiting room and said, "Thank you all for coming and I'm
sorry about the delay. We've already hired someone. You can all go home."

"That isn't fair” they all shouted. “This man came in last. Why did you interview him
before us?"

"Didn't you pay attention to the music? Listen carefully. Don’t you get it? It's in Morse code.
It says: 'If you've come for the interview, just open the door and come inside." This man
heard the message. You didn’t. So you're obviously not fluent enough in the language."”
The irreligious man in the hospital said that he thinks the shofar is speaking a language,
only it needs to be deciphered. It's telling us, "Just open the door and come inside. Change
your ways and improve your connection with Hashem." We only need to understand the
language of the shofar and listen to what it is telling us.

Returning to the story: One person waiting for the interview said, "I heard the Morse code
in the music, but | decided not to open the door because | saw no one else was."

"That's not a valid excuse," the interviewer told him. "If you heard the message, you should
have come in. Why do you care what other people are doing?"

Similarly, concerning the shofar, it will be inexcusable to say, "I heard the shofar's message,
| understood that it was calling me to do teshuvah, but | decided not to since | don’t see
other people doing teshuvah." That's not a valid excuse. If you understand the shofar's
message, you should open the door and come close to Hashem, regardless of what others
are doing.
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There was another time when the lathere is certainly a difference between

shouted, "Fire! There's a fire!" This time, them. What is the difference?

even the poor people ran to put out th

fire, because a fire could consum
everything they owned.

) Why is pmw phrased together witkyp
o, while pisn goes withmyn?

3) The brachah stateg nm py, "There

Thte (?]r Hall\geit: efxplatans thatfif theis no one like You"? Why is this phrase
mitzvah wou e for the rav of every added to this brachah?

congregation to give anussar drashah
on Rosh Hashanah, many people would We can explain as follows:
think, the rav isn't referring to melf the : . :

op o is the tekiyah It is one

rav would speak about the importance .
P P unbroken call, which represents the

Torah study, some listeners will be .
thinking, *“I'm glad the rav is speakingteShuvahOf tzaddikim who make one

about this, because there are ma'_grong resolve, and they never fall from

people here who should be studyin We say, ww 2p pmw nans 3. This

more. But thisdrashahdoesn’t apply to o e:\[a_?s_ Hasl;r?ml I'Stle”it? theishuvah
me, becausebaruch Hashem I'm a ot 't1s On the 1eVel Olyraw, WheEn one

scholar and | study a lot.” hears from the distance.

e, Hashem hears from nearby the

teshuvah of those who are baalei

teshuvah and they have many ups and

8owns like the hesitant, halting sound of
the teruah

If the rav speaks aboutefillah, giving
tzedakah good middos and so on, there
will always be some people who will
think the rav is speaking to others an
not to them. Therefore, the Torah tells us
to blow shofar. The shofar shoutsy> mm py1, no One compares to Hashem.
"There's a fire! We're in danger!" AndA human king doesn’t pay extra attention
this awakens everyone to deshuvahlt to the imperfect people. His primary
Is a call without words, and everyone ismterest is in the important, special
inspired to inspect their ways, to findoeople. But Hashem isnn, listens from
where they need to improve. nearby, to the imperfect people who are

struggling to do His will.
The Preciousness of the Struggle
This commentary (with some variations)
In the mussafof Rosh Hashanah we S&is stated inPri Megadim (592:1) in the
5 AT PN N PN e 9 pewy ns o, name of Reb Chaim Rappapart! of
"You listen to the sound of the shofarl_emberg He explains thatss means to
and you to theruah, and there is no Onejisian from close up, angw is to listen

like You.” from the distance. As Moshe Rabbeinu

We begin with some questions: said, ™ MmN PINT pEwm TN DEen NN,
“The heaven shall listen and | will

yaw (1 andpisn both mean "to listen," but speak. The earth should hear my words.”
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Moshe, the opbx v, was closer to (lashon haraon the Jewish people in the
heaven than to the earth, therefore he heavenly court)."

saidnmnn to the heaven, that they should

listen from near. To the earth he calle§’/® wonder why the Satan becomes so
vwn pmwm, that they should hear fromafrald when he hears the shofar. Doesn’t

the distance. he remember from last year, and from
the years before, that on Rosh Hashanah

The brachahis telling how Hashem iswe blow shofar, and it isn’t the shofar of
even closer to thdaalei teshuvahwho the Redemption? Why does he suspect
struggle to do His will. Hashem listenghat this year will be different?
to them from nearby. And no king is likeThe Satmar Rebbey'a answered that in
Hashem. Human kings aren’t interesteglach generation it becomes harder to
In lowliness. They don’t hire imperfectserve Hashem, which makes theiroaas
people to work for them. But HashenHashem more precious. Therefore, the
has special pleasure and yearning f&@atan assumes Moshiach will contas
those who are far, when they struggle tgear. He thinks, "This year, the Jewish

come back to Hashem. nation is more precious than ever before.
This vyear, it probably is theShofar
On Rosh Hashanah, we blow the shofar Gadol of Moshiach.”

thirty times beforemussaf(awra mypn)
and then we blow again durinqiussaf By Akeidas Yitzchak, after Yitzchak was
(1 myppn). The Gemara asks why webound on the mizbeiach, Hashem told
blow both times. The GemaraR¢sh Avraham Avinu that he shouldn’t
Hashanah 16) replies, "It's to confuse sacrifice him.5w 77 a7 mw Az 07798 sem

the Satan." SN A8 7PN DTN 7PN 1P 7303 N TIN

_ oy on A55 vy, "Avraham raised his

Tosfos  (quoting  the Yerushalmi oyes and saw a ram, its horns were
explains, "It is written,ppm 71 o1 MM 591t in the bush. Avraham went, took
21 ww2—0n that day [in the future], ay,e ram, and sacrificed it instead of his
great shofar will be blown..." The Satan (Bereishis 22:13). The Gemara

Is afraid of that shofar, because when Rosh Hashanati6) asks, “Why do we
blows, he will be judged and slaughterec£|ow shofar with a ram's horné sow

When the Satan hears the first set gtﬁ)? Hakadosh Baruch Hu says, ‘Blow
tekiyos “He is afraid and he isn't afraid.” '

for Me with a ram’s shofar so | will

[He fears that this may be the shofagomemberakeidas Yitzchokand | will

heralding the future, when the Satan willysider it as though you were bound on
be slaughtered, but he isn't certain]. the akeidahbefore Me.™

When he hears the shofar a second time,

the Satan says, 'This must certainly b&e wonder, if the purpose of the shofar
the Shofar Gadoland the time has comeis to remind Heaven oékeidas Yitzchagk
when | will be destroyed.' This confusesiny part of the ram would do? For
him, and he isn't able to sakitrug example, the Torah could have told us
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to take a foot of the ram, or any otheamount of parnassahyou will get that
limb. Why is the mitzvah specifically year is written.”
with the horns?

The Gemara $habbos117) says,»w

the ram’'s horns were caught in a bushy ¢ . w1 mmsm nom e, "Blowing

and it couldn't get out. The ShOfarshofar and removing bread from the

therefore  represents  challenges —anth, ot an gven requires talent, but they

struggles. The shofar was chosen .f%rren’t melachos (on Shabbos).” Why

the mitzvah, because Hashem deS'r%%es the Gemara juxtapose blowing
the struggle. shofar and taking out bread? The Tiferes

avodas Hashemwould be simple and Shlomo explains the Gemara is hinting
easy, there wouldn’t be reward. Becausethat shofar ismesugalfor parnassah
of the struggle, ouravodas Hashems

precious to Hashem. The Baal HaTanyazy'a taught that the
' letters aftermpy are =sw. This implies
Segulos of Tekiyas Shofar that shofar ismesugalfor the barren to

The Shaar HaMelech (3:2) writespear children. As the GemaraR@sh
“Before the brachah for tekiyas shofar Hashanahll.) statespw mmps: mwn wama
rouse yourself to a lot of crying, andum 5, "Sarah, Rachel and Chanah were
especially when answering amen afteemembered to be granted children on
the brachah because at that time the Rosh Hashanals?'

30. The Zera Kodesh writes, "On Rosh Hashanah, when the world was created, it's time
for mpy mrpo, for the barren to be remembered to bear children.”

In the Mussaf Shemonah Esrei we say, ara oriad Tpoy [XY ™m], The Imrei Noam zt'l teaches

that the roshei teivos of these words is 7711, which is Hashem's name for pregnancies, as it

states, mn 71, "Behold you will become pregnant..." This hints that Rosh Hashanah is a

time when Hashem remembers the barren, to bless them with children.

It states, yaxm 27pa anY um, "They shall multiply like fish..." Tzaddikim taught that the

gematriya of yaxa 29pa an is mwn wa.

In P Ny we say, NN o Ay o, The Tiferes Shlomo zt'l translated these words as

follows: iy n>, Hashem judges how many women will enter ma%, pregnancy, that year.

1x12 > and on Rosh Hashanah there's a judgment on how many people will become x»3,

healthy, and cured from their illnesses.

The Pnei Menachem zt'l told a yungerman who was waiting several years for children that

he should have kavanah by 1may* >, for this is a nowm pr13, tested and proven segulah to

be beneficial for the barren to bear children.

The Apter Rav zt'l (Ohev Yisrael) teaches that when we read mw nx Tpp 'm (that Hashem

remembered Sarah, to grant her a child) it is mesugal for nmpy nmpo, to bring down the

salvation for bearing children.
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The Throne of Compassion because the gold clothing would remind

The Midrash states, "When the Jewish Heaven of the golden calf.

people take the shofar and blow beforghe cohen gadql however, may wear

Hakadosh Baruch Hu, He stands up frogold clothing outside the Kodesh

the throne of judgment and sits on thgadoshim. Gold becomes an issue only
throne of compassion.” when he stands in the Holy of Holies.

The Ahavas Shalomt'l explains: The Gemara asks, theohen gadolwas
_ _ o only forbidden to wear gold inside the
When Hashem finds Himself sitting orkogshei Kadoshim. When he was outside
the chair of judgment to judge th&nhe Kodshei Kadoshim, he wore gold. So
Jewish people, Hashem wonders t@nhy are we concerned about blowing the

Himself, "How did | get here? Why ghofar with an ox horn? We aren't in the
should | be judging the Jewish people, Kodesh Kadoshim?

whom | love?" Hashem realizes that the

Satan convinced Him to judge themThe Gemara answerspn o
Hashem says, "If the Satan is s o, "Since the shofar arouses
talented, powerful, and influential, thaHashem's memory [to remember our
he can convince even Me to judge thengood deeds, and His love to us, etc.],
then the Jewish people aren't guilty foit is like it's being blown inside the
their sins. How can they stand up Kodshei Kadoshim."

against the Satan?" Hashem leaves the , _
throne of Judgment and sits on hig’he Sfas Emegt’l quotes this Gemara,
throne of compassion. and recommends that when we hear the

shofar, we should listen with great awe

Listen to the Shofar with Tmmense Fear and fear, similar to the awe and fear
_ . one would have when he enters the
Th(—?- Rambam wrltgs, I, Moshe ben Kodesh Kadoshim.
Maimon, when the time for shofar came,
| took the shofar in my hand and | A Good Eye

thought about Who commanded us to
this mitzvah. My knees knocked againif_?e GemaraRosh Hashanaf2s) states

ebbe said to Reb Chiya ‘Go tm p
each other from fear, and then | began t(% city where there was ;’ prominelmdiaiys
blow shofar."

din) and establish [Rosh Hashanah].”

The GemaraRosh Hashanal26) teaches

that one cannot use an ox horn for a

shofar, as it reminds heaven of tegel The Chidushei HaRinet'l said that this

Gemara hints that on Rosh Hashanah we
should have a good eye.

aw pyp literally means "good eye."

Similarly, the cohen gadoldidn’t wear
gold when he did theavodah in the
Kodesh Kadoshim on Yom Kippur,A good eye means seeing the good in
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others, forgiving others, helping othersyp the bimah to blow shofar, and saw
and more. These attitude on Rosthrough the window alavar acheir(pig)
Hashanah will help him in his judgmenteating in a Jewish field. He said, "l will
We will give some examples ofsw 1y not blow shofar until theda\_/ar a_cheiris
' removed from the Jewish field."
1. Hachnasas Orchim Some people chased thaavar acheir
The Alef Hamagein (583:4) writesfrom the field, and only then did Rebbe
"When one has guests on Rosh Yechiel of Moosh blow the shofar.
Hashanah, it is considered as though
concentrated on all th&avanosof the

Arizal in his tefillah." st

hﬁﬂs story was repeated each year by the
Slonimer tzaddikim, zy'a The Beis
Avraham of Slonim, zy'a would say,
2. Deeds of Chessed "Such a story of theMoosher (Reb

. .
A community near Radin askedtmchur Yech!el of Moosh) | never heard before!
. But it was somewhat of a mystery,

from the Chofetz Chaim's yeshiva to join ong the chassidim, why this story was

them for Rosh Hashanah. They wante : :
him to speak Torah andmussar 1o SO special to the Rebbes. What did they

Co ey
arouse them to daeshuvahon these S€€ N this story that was so outstanding”

holy days. Most chassidim assumed that the story
The bachur refused. He wanted to b teaches concern for one's fellow man.
: : eb Yechiel of Moosh was about to
with the Chofetz Chaim on Rosh . :
blow the shofar, his emotions and fervor
Hashanah. : :
to perform the mitzvah were certainly at
The Chofetz Chaim told théachurthe a peak, but this didn't cause him to
following important message:A' mentch ignore his fellow man's needs. His fellow
leibt nisht far zich— man doesn’t live man's property was being damaged, and
for himself." A person came down to this he wouldn’t

world to help others. blow the shofar until this was taken

The bachur conceded and went to the care of.

neighboring town for Rosh Hashanah. o\, Slonimery'acorrected them.

Rebbe Yechiel of Mooslzy'aonce went He said, "Why don’t you understand!

31. The Arizal taught kabalistic thoughts to think while praying. The average person isn’'t
able to incorporate those lofty thoughts into his prayer. However, when one has guests

on Rosh Hashanah, it will be considered as though he concentrated on all the lofty thoughts.

32. Someone spent most of his Rosh Hashanah in the hospital helping his sick friend.
Rebbe Shlomke of Zvhil zy'a said about that man, “He is a ben Olam HaBa." His
prayers were fewer on that day, but Reb Shlomke knew that he will inherit Olam HaBah
in merit of the chesed that he did and his concern for his fellow man.
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Reb Yechiel of Moosh was saying thathoose whichbeis dinthey should go to.
he's not blowing shofar until theavar :
: : When one helps the poor, and is
acheir, the yetzer harais removed from considered Hashem'stos. on  Rosh
the Jewish hearts. Because this is ttﬁashanah he can choosé that he wants
purpose of shofar! The shofar removes ’ )

all the bad and theetzer harafrom the be judged in a compassionate court,
- and not in a court that judges more
hearts of Yidden!*

strictly (with midas hadin) and his
But let us not forget the firstwishes are filled, because he s

interpretation, because it is also essential. considered thembn.s
Other people's needs must always be k

: : ®Rhis is how tzedakahcan help you in
in mind.

your judgment.

3. Tzedakah This also applies to deeds ohesed As

The GemaraRosh Hashanali6:) states, the Gemaraguccah49:) states, Gemilus
AT PN PN pTAPR Mo mven Aawn, chasadim is greater thantzedakah in

“Teshuvah tefillah, and tzedakahannul three ways: (1)Tzedakahis solely with

the harsh decrees.” How dod¢sedakah Money, whereas one can dgemilus
annul harsh decrees? chasadim with money or with one’s

The Leket Yosher answers in the nam@Pdy. (2) Tzedakahis to the poor,
of prn mwm wann: gemilus chasadims to the wealthy too.
(3) Tzedakahis solely for the living,

It states Mishlei 19:17), 57 wn 'n m%, gemilus chasadinis for the dead, too.
and the Gemara Bava Basra 10) 4. Vitur

explains that when one helps the poor
(>1 wn), it is considered as though héfhe Gemara Yoma23) says "Whoever
gave a loan to Hashem. He is callet> is maavir al midosov[and is mevate}
m, that he loaned to Hashem, because Hashem forgives all his sins."

Hashem feels indebted to him.
ashem feels AT O MM 10 the beis medresh of the Rashazyia

Whenever there is a disagreemeriNahar Shalom the gabai accidently
between then> andm5» and they have to sold the same seat to two people for the
go to beis din the m%» has the right to Rosh Hashanatefillos. When they both

33. The Gemara teaches that chilul Hashem is only atoned for with death. Nevertheless,
there are ways to get atonement without death, too. The Remak quotes the Gemara

which states "[Hashem says] ‘Blow with a ram's horn before Me, so | will remember akeidas

Yitzchok, and | will consider it as though you sacrificed yourself before Me.”” When one listens

to the shofar, it is like he sacrificed himself before Hashem, and all his sins are forgiven.

34. Therefore, in apin M) we say, X3 Tona non, with deeds of chessed, one has the
right to decide which throne Hshem should sit on by the judgment, whether the throne
of din or rachamim, .
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came to the same seat, they realized thgglaced on the other side of the scale.”
was a problem. They quickly went oveiThe man looked up at the large scale,
to the gabai and asked him who boughtand saw there were many more sins
the seat. than merits, and the scale was tipping

: - .. to the side of his guilt. He was

The gaba checkec_l his files and aldmlttec&rightened. What would the verdict of
that he made a mistake. He sold the pla%clas ud be? Th h : .
0 both of them. judgment be? T eros beis din
ruled that he would die that year

One of them would need to be because of his many sins.

mevater.. but neither of them wanted to. _ _
On Rosh Hashanah night, there wererUt then a compassionate angel arrived

so many people in the Beis Medresh, arf"d S&id, "This man had a lot gesurim
they both had a respectable place {pain and troubles) this year arygsurim

pray. But they (and everyone aroundtones.”

them) knew that the next morning therd"® angels began to remove several
will be a showdown. packages of sins from the scale, and it

was just about equal, but it was still
That night, one of the men had a dream. S||ght|y t|pped to gu||ty

He saw beautiful caravans being led by

malachim "What's this all about?" heThe merciful angel said "If this person
asked one of thenalachim was mevater(gave in to others, to avoid

a machlokey we can remove some more

‘Today Is Rosh Hashanah, and thesg, yages of sins. Let's check his deeds,
wagons are carrying your good deedg, see whether he wasevater

They will be placed on the scale 19 gleeping, the man realized that if he
determine what type of year you Willig meyaterhis seat, his life will be saved.

have." "I'm mevate' he shouted. "I'm

Soon he saw very ugly caravans being mevatet’ and then he awoke.
led Dby frightening-looking angels.

"What's happening now?" he asked. In the morning he quickly ran to the

gabai and told him that he isnevaterhis
"These are your sins. They will be seat to the other person.

35. Shame is also a form of yesurim, which removes many sins.

Someone suffering from a dibbuk, was brought to the Chofetz Chaim zt"l. Reb Elyah Lopian
zt'l, who was present, repeated that this dibbuk avoided G-d fearing people, but it especially
enjoyed being near sinful people.

There was a great sinner in the room, and the dibbuk hugged him and kissed him, and listed
all the sins he did. After doing this, the dibbuk didn’'t want to have anything to do with this
man anymore. The people in the room asked the dibbuk about this, and the dibbuk replied,
"After | revealed his sins in public, his embarrassment purified him. Now he's a tzaddik, so
| don’t want to have anything to do with him anymore."
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