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Torah Wellsprings 1

Succos

ne of the mitzvos of Succos igdon’'t know, but what we must know is

simchah to be happy and to bringthat being happy on Succos isn’'t merely
joy to others. As it states)x 72 nmen @ good idea, a chassidic concept, a
I8 P TR WM mORm o L3 e proper attitude, etc., but an obligation
naw, "Be happy in your holiday, you, from the Torah

yogr SOQ alnd daughter... the orpharwhen the first day of Succos is on
widow that lives among you, YOUshabbos, the mitzvah olulav is na,

shall be very happy" Déevarlm 16 14" \hile the mitzvah ofsimchahis from the
- 15). Torah. In a year when the first day of

The Rambam writes "There is a mﬂzvaﬁuccos iIs Shabbos, it is certain that the

to be happy on all holidays, but there imitzvah of simchahhas precedence over
special importance to being happy on the four minim

Succos, as it statesyaw Tpos 1 1> et Someone was spending a lot of money
o, “rejoice before Hashem your G-d fobn the fourminim A scholar told him,
seven days"\(aYikra 23). "You're busy with a mitzvatderabanan

: : and I'm busy with ade'oraysa' as that
As it states inShulchan Aruch(Orach year the first day of Succos was on

Chaim 529:2): "A person is obligated 10y h1os - andulay was a derabanan

be happy and in a good mood on Yo
Tov, him, his wife and children an(;ulh”e bl;xiltr;%;ﬁ\’\]fol% {ﬁrehll'ir\;vge was a

everyone who is associated to hirm(

vy o). How? Hand out nuts andThe Beis Aharon (p.156) teaches, on
roasted grains to the children. [TodayRosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur the way
this means to give candy/nosh t#0 connect to the holiday is through fear,
children.] For the women, buy clothingand on Succos we connect to them tov
and jewelry, according to your through joy.

abilities.... The Hardest Mitzvah to Keep

We aren’t able to measure the value ddeing happy onyom tovisn’'t an easy
mitzvos. Perhaps the mitzvah to benitzvah. The Vilna Gaon said that it is
happy on Succos is just as important aee hardest mitzvah of the Torah —
lulav and succah Perhapssimchahis the especially since this mitzvah is for
greatest mitzvah of this holiday? We seven days.

1. The Imrei Noam noted that the mitzvah of lulav is only for one day (as it says, 03y onnpn

nwxn o) while the mitzvah of simchah is for seven days (as it states, na*pYx ' 0% onnnwn
o nyaw). He says that this teaches us that Hashem loves simchah, and He wants His children
to be happy. So we see that the mitzvah to be joyous is for more days than the arba minin.
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People say, “I have so many troubles Father in heaven Who cares for all our
how can | be happy?” needs. As the Or HaChaimSkemos

22:6) writes, “There isn't a single

Even those blessed with a loving, healthy,oment when Hakadosh Baruch Hu isn't
family, and parnassahand nachastoo, orking for each individual.” And to
are also always sad, because they aigyebitachonthat Hashem will continue
worried about the future. Happinesgg|ding our hand, to take care of us in

eludes them, and they wonder how they the future.
can keep the mitzvah of being happy on ’
yom tov. We don't always understand how

everything is for the good, but we
The solution is to haveemunah and believe that it is sa.With these thoughts
bitachon To haveemunahthat we have in mind, we can be happy oyom tovs

2. We make the brachah on the esrog oxax ow jvm, with the pitom facing down. The
words bxax v jum IS also an expression which refers to when everything is spiraling

downwards; nothing is working out. When everything looks down, we thank Hashem because

we believe that although we don’t understand, everything is good.

The Alter of Slobadka zt'l said: When the Rambam leaves out a halachah from his sefer,

scholars remain up all night, trying to understand why the Rambam left it out. They are

certain there is logic and reason. It wasn’t an oversight... So when something is missing in

your life — be it parnassah, or any other matter — why don’t you also understand that it

wasn’t an oversight?

A Holocaust survivor complained against Hashem before the Chazon Ish. The survivor

couldn’t make peace with the tragedies he witnessed. The Chazon Ish showed him a Tosfes

and asked him to explain it. The man tried but failed to understand the Tosfes.

The Chazon Ish told him, “If you don’'t understand a few line of Tosfos , how do you expect

to understand the ways of Hashem, which is concealed from all mankind.

We say in Tehillim, nx1 nX 127 XY Y091 vy XY Q2 WX WY Inona 0%1o o pwyn v o, “How

great are your ways, Hashem.. A fool doesn’t understand them...”

Why does the pasuk single out that a fool doesn’t understand Hashem’s ways? Also the

wise can't grasp the depth and breadth of Hashem’s ways! The answer is, the wise know

they can’t understand. When something happens to them that doesn’'t make sense, they

aren’t surprised, because they know it is impossible to grasp Hashem’s ways. The fools think

everything should make sense to them. And when it doesn’t, they have questions on

Hashem, chalilah.

3. Sometimes people say they trust in Hashem, but they are all worried and uptight. That's
a sign they don't truly trust in Hashem. We can explain (Yiirmiyahu 17:7), 2wx 1231 M2

'ma nvy, who is the blessed person who trusts in Hashem? van 'n mm, the sign is

happiness. mm means happiness. If he is a happy person, this proves he has bitachon.

It says about Yisro, mn 7nm (Shemos 18:19). Rashi writes: amxX w2 y0wd 11 1N nmwn

PTVIN PTITA WA Wy,
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Another approach to be happy yom tov The Tzemech Tzedek (Lubavitzkt'l

Is to be happy that we have thadvises us to pray forsimchah As

opportunities to perform these preciouBovid HaMelech prayedjmapy wsy mow
mitzvos. “Make your servant's heart joyous”

In Hilchos Lulav (8:15) the Rambam (Tehillim 86:4).

writes, The.Joy thqt one has When.h%\dditionally, we must realize that any
performs mitzvos...is a great service,

Whoever holds back, he deserves to deogrehe of&mchghls an _accomg)hshhment._
punished.” Yo happy, and even just 10% happy, Is

better than being 100% sad.

Shulchan Aruch{529:3) states, "One eats

and drinks and is happy on the holidayThe Bnei Yisaschar said that this is
But he shouldn’t be involved just in themplied by the wordsmw 98 mm. The
meat, wine, laughter, andword %, Chazal tell us, indicatesym,
lightheadedness, because laughter aad small amount. Even if one only
lightheadedness aren't joy. That's levitacquires a small degree of joy, it is
and foolishness. We aren't obligated wittvorth  pursuing, because Hashem
levity and foolishness, only witsimchah doesn’t request from a person more

that is for Hashem's service.s." than he can de.

For our purposes, we give the following translation: mww»s 111, when one has emunah
peshutah, mwn, he is happy. mmx wamm, but when one doesn’t have simple emunah, rather
he tries to rationalize, and to understand everything, 10 P10 1wa nwyl, he is always
worried and he feels like his flesh is being pierced all over, because of his distress.
In Selichos we say, nwpa m»nn 127m Y1nwa. This hints that the primary hishtadlus should
be nwpa nyrnn, prayers to Hashem. Because when one has emunah peshutah, he realizes
that everything comes from Hashem, and we should turn our hearts to Him.
4. The Chidushei HaRim zt'| teaches that we read Koheles on Succos to remind us that
joy isn't the product of the hevel havalim, the frivalties of this world. True simchah is
attained when one is connected to Hashem via Torah and mitzvos.
The Rambam (Hilchos Lulav 8:14) writes, "[The dancing at the simchas beis hashoavah]
wasn't done by the amei ha'aretz or anyone else who wanted to. Only the gedolim, chachmei
Yisrael, and the roshei yeshivos, the heads of Sanhedrin, chassidim, elders, and anshei
ma'aseh danced. They danced, clapppd, played music, and were happy in the Beis
HaMikdash during Succos, but the rest of the nation, men and women, came to see and to
listen."
The Ritv'a (Bava Basra 121.) explains that the average person wasn't permitted to perform
stunts and dance, so the joy should remain holy and it shouldn’t turn into m%nn, levity.
Similarly, the Sfas Emes explains that mw X n»m, the Gemara says, implies a viwmn, and
it is excluding levity, m%Yi.
5. We can also translate mnmw % n»m, one should be happy even when he is going through
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The Joy Lasts the Entire Year that someone who is joyous and has a
The joy of Succos lasts for the entir&@PPYy heart, without any distress on this

year. The Trisker Magiat' repeats from NOly holiday, it is certain he will have a
his holy father, Rebbe Mordechai of°0d year, and he wil be happy
Chernobyl zy'a, that Succos is callegh throughout the year.

wnny,  ang can be translated asSgeasons for the Mitzvah of Simchah on Succos

preparation. Th_us;:*mnw = means We v om Kippur has just passed, and all
are preparing joy for the entire year

: Yidden are clean from sins. But we are
during these days of succos. . _ :
worried and concerned: how will we
The Abarbanel teaches this lesson fromaintain our purity throughout the year?
the words,mmw 98 nom a2 o, He  The counsel isimchah Happiness steers
explains if you will be happy in your us clear from sins.

holiday, you will always be happy. I_leHashem tells us to be happy for seven

writes, "The pasuk is giving us a :
_ : days on Succos, so we can remain pure
guarantee: If you will be happy Succos; .
the entire year.

you will be joyful the entire years¢"

Many wonder why there is a mitzvah to

ebring joy to achasanand kallah, who
are already happy.

The Pele Yoetz writes, "We ar
commanded to be happypsn S nnew,
and this is a good omenmg) for the
entire year. The Arizal's students write The Chozeh of Lublinzy’a explained:

hardships. Chazal say 9% means a viym, limitation. Even then, maw X n»m, be happy on

yom tov.

In the middle of the tochachah it states, 2% 21021 annw2 PRYX ' NX NT2v XY "wx nnn, "because

you didn’t serve Hashem your G-d with joy and with a good heart" (Devarim 28). Why is this

pasuk stated in the middle of the tochachah?

It teaches us that even when one is experiencing curses and hardships, he should seek to

be happy.

The Torah lists ninety-eight tochachos and Chazal tell us that these curses are rectified by

the ninety-eight sacrifices that are brought on Succos. (14 sheep x 7 days = 98.) On the

holiday of Succos we are liberated from all curses of the tochachah.

The Avnei Nezer explains:

The tochachah comes from lack of simchah. As it states, nmnwa PpYX "1 NXK DTV XY WX NN

23% 1w, "Because you didn't serve Hashem your G-d with joy and with a good heart"

(Devarim 28). On Succos we serve Hashem with happiness, and therefore Succos atones

and saves us from the ninety-eight curses of the tochachah.

6. See also the Ibn Ezra on the pasuk =7anma nmw (Devarim 16: 14-16). He explains that
the joy of the holidays extends to the future, enabling him to be happy throughout the

entire year.
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The aveirosof the chasanandkallah are creation until that time... and in every
forgiven on the day of theichasunah generation, there is no happier time for
They become like Adam and Chav&lashem than Succos, as then the Jewist
before their sin. But they are worriechation is cleansed from their sins, due to
about maintaining their clean stat&¥om Kippur. And since Hashem is
throughout their lifetimes. That is whyhappy with our purity it is proper that we
we gladden them at their wedding. It tells too should be happy at this time.”
them that if they want to remain clean
from sins, they should always be happy.

: . The Shlah Hakadosh (Succah, Torah Or,
We too, have just become purified fronb) teaches that just as Hashem

all sins on Yom Kippur. Therefore, the . )
compassionately gave us Yom Kippur to

Torah tells us we should be happy for ) o
. : atone for all our sins, similarly Hashem

seven days. This joy will enable us to

maintain our purity throughout the yearg‘?Ive us the four days fO”OW.”?g. Yom
Kippur. These days are subdivisions of

The Alshich Hakadosh explains tha¥om Kippur, which grant us atonement.
Hashem created the world becausehe Shlah explains, “During these four
Hashem desires to dwell in this worldlays the Jewish nation serve Hashem—
(o»nnn2 7). That happens every yeathey build the succah buy the four
after Yom Kippur, when the Jewishminim, and they prepare for Yom Tay
nation is purified from all sins. He3%n mynn, with an inspired soul,” and
writes, “Hashem wasn’t happy with His this brings our atonement.

Between Yom Kippur and Succos

7. After Adam ate from the Tree of Knowledge he was cursed, mbxn paxya (Bereishis
3:17), his parnassah will be earned with difficulty. Similarly, Chavah was cursed, axya
o2 *19n(3:16), she will give birth with sadness. Also, after the egel, it states 1Yaxnn, “they
mourned” (Shemos 33:4). These sources show us that the product of sins is sadness.
Happiness pulls away from the influence of sin.
8. It is known among chassidim that the preparation for a mitzvah is greater than the
mitzvah itself. Rebbe Dovid of Tolna zt'l said that this concept is learned from the four
days that are between Yom Kippur and Succos, when people are buying the arba minim,
preparing the succah, etc. and they have atonement, but during Succos, when they perform
these mitzvos, they don’t have atonement. This shows that the preparation for a mitzvah, is
greater than the mitzvos themselves.
The Imrei Emes zt'| proved this concept from the simchas beis hashoeivah in the Beis
HaMikdash, when we celebrated the mitzvah omi mo», to pour water on the mizbeiach
before Hashem. Chazal say that through this celebration they drew (naxw) ruach hakodesh.
Notice, the Gemara doesn’t say they had ruach hakodesh by the performance of the mitzvah
itself. This proves to us that the preparation of a mitzvah is greater than the mitzvah itself.
Some buy an esrog pushka, a silver esrog box, for a chasan. The hidur mitzvah implied in
this gift is different than most hidur mitzvah. For example, a silver Chanukah menorah
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This is the reason ChazaVdyikra Rabba hamizbeiachn the era of Shlomo was in
30:7) call the first day of Succosws these days."

many ”p:wn.s, the f.|rst day for reckonlng. ebbe Yissacher Dov of Belzzt'l
sins.” It is the first day, because unti _ : . _

. : eaches: It states inTehillim (60:8),

now, all our sins are forgiven.
Mo P Dow ARSnN NOPN wpa 13 opda

The Gemara Yoma 20.) says,pwn is =mx. This can be translated as follows:
gematriya 364. (A lunar year has 365wapa 221 opdy, Hashem saidin - mopw,
days.) This is because the Satan ca&n rejoice with the five days of
speak against the Jewish nation 364 dagtonement Yom Kippur plus the
a year, but on Yom Kippur the Satan following four days.

remains silent. mpone | divide these five daysoov,

The Yaaras Dvash (2:10) points out thagematriya360, from the other 360 days

although mwn is gematriya 364, mw of the year. Because the Satan can speal

(without the prefix'n) is gematriya359. against the Jewish nation 360 days a

This is because there is another five day®ar, but not on these five special days

during the year that are similar to Yonthat Hashem has prepared them to atone

Kippur, when the Satan can't for Bnei Yisrael.

incrimminate us. They are the four day

between Yom Kippur and Succos, anE
the first day of Succos.

ebbe Yissachar Dov continued: The
emara tells that gsuccahmay be up to
twenty amos high. Taking into account
Shulchan Aruch(624.5) teaches, "Onethat there were 3 walls, and ea@mah
doesn’'t say tachanun.. from Yom is six tefachim the calculation becomes
Kippur until Succos..." The Magan20 x 3 x 6 = 360. The dimensions of the
Avraham adds that one shouldn’'t fastuccah imply that this mitzvah brings
during these days. He explains, "They amanctity to the other 360 days of the year.
joyous days because thechanukas These five days of the year are holy days

becomes part of the mitzvah. A silver becher for Kiddush and havdalah becomes part of the
mitzvah. But the silver esrog box is used before and after the mitzvah, not during the
mitzvah. This is because the esrog represents the heart, and the heart of a mitzvah is
expressed primarily in the preparation before, and by the joy that follows the mitzvah. a silver
box shows that we are happy with this mitzvah and we cherish this mitzvah.

Chazal say (Yoma 29), mayn pw 7y »anai, thinking about an aveirah is worse than doing
the aveirah. The Sfas Emes (7"nn "npina) writes that similarly, thinking about the mitzvos is
greater than the mitzvah itself. “Because the correction of the soul comes from thinking a
lot and desiring to serve Hashem.”

It states (Hosheia 14:10), pa "yw> oywim 03 159 opr1x. The pasuk is hinting that tzaddikim
prepare for the mitzvos, but the resha’im, na “yw>, just fall into the mitzvah, without any
prior preparation
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of atonement, when Hashem forgive@vhile a child isn't) and the value of an
Bnei Yisrael. The rest of the vyearbligatory mitzvah is greater. Therefore,
receives its holiness from the succalduring these days, the value of Torah
whose dimensions represents the 360 study is exponentially greater.

days of the year.
Y 4 The Chasam Sofext'l was so happy and

This is the explanation of thepasuk excited during the four days after Yom
(stated above):Tmx Mmoo ppy, the Kippur, because of the atonement, he
measurements of thesuccah projects wasn't able to focus on Torah. Instead,
holiness to the rest of the year, so thige composed songs and poems, to
entire year should be holy. express his yearning and gratitude to

Rebbe Yissacher Dov's son. Rebgdashem (collected in Sefer Shiras

Ahron of Belz zt| added that this is theMOSh9: | .
intention of thepasuk = nnm mnow 0 The lesson for regular people like us, is

(Tehillim 39:6), that the days of the yeaf© focus on Torah, and to make as much
receive their spirituality frommnss, the OUt Of these days as possible, because
360 tefachimof the succah these days are especially exalted above

the rest of the year.
The Gemara $habbos119) says, "The _
study of children. Rav Pappa askellashem when He is nearYgshayalbs).

Abaya, 'and what about my Torah, an¥/hen is Hashem near? The Gemara
what about your Torah?' (Rosh Hashanali8) teaches» mwy Hn

omeon ovd mwn way raw, "These are the

“Abaya replied, 'We cannot compare thgsn days between Rosh Hashanah anc
voice [of a child] who never tasted sin, Yom Kippur."

to the voice of someone who has tasted

sin.™ Children never sinned, andrhe Shlah HaKadoshSiccah, Torah Or

therefore their Torah is so precious and0) asks, there are seven days betweer
it sustains the world. Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Why

oo . does the Gemara say there are ten days’
The Kozeglover Ravzt'l in his sefer

Eretz Zvi writes that on the four daysThe Shlah answers that the Gemara is
between Yom Kippur and Succos, adultsinting to the ten days betweelom
are also clean from sins. Therefor&ippur and Hoshanah RabhaBecause
during these days their Torah studyom Kippur is called Rosh Hashanah
sustains the world. Furthermore, an adudtnd Hoshanah Rabba is called Yom
Is awnpy M, obligated to study TorahKippur. In  between, there are ten

9. As it states, wmnY awya mwn wx (Yechezkel 40).
10. This is because similar to Yom Kippur, on Hoshanah Rabba we receive the 2w mnnn
a good seal for the new year.
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days. About these days it states,w~1 Mordechai Lelover zt'l, gave a third
wenna, search Hashem when He is neaexplanation why this day is calle®-t's
They are days similar to the Aseresumen based on a story that happened to
Yemei Teshuvah. They are also dayhis grandfather, Rebbe Dovid of Lelov:

of repentance and forgiveness, and we _ . _
can remain clean from sins throughoJgebbe Dovid of Lelovzy'aonce listened

these days. in to melamedteaching a young child.
The melamedsaid, "Hashem's name is
G-t5 Numen very holy. Therefore, the Chumash

_ _ doesn’t always write out Hashem's name,
The day after Yom Kippur is callediy case it somehow becomeshalilah
G-U's numer'Hashem 57 name” of-)  gesecrated, ripped, and the like. Instead,
pass). Why” the Chumashwrites twoyuds These two

The Baal Shem Towy'asaid that on this yudsshould be read as Hashem's name.

day we begin sayingumpn &1 ONCE When the melamedreached the end of
again. That's why this day is called-G& the pasuk the melamed didn't say
numen "Hashem's name." Hashem's name. The student asked,

"There are twoyuds here (the two dots

Rebbe Yissacher Dov qf Belzt’l. gave ot the end of thepasuB. Why don’t you
another reason why this day is called read it as Hashem's name?"

G-t's numenOn Yom Kippur, the nation

heard the cohen gadolsay the shem The melamedreplied, "When twoyuds
hameforash(Hashem's name™n, as itis are next to each other, it's Hashem's
written) and they fell on their faces anchame. But when ongud is higher than
said, = o905 % ma> ow e, The the other, it's apos mo, a separator
Yerushalmi (Yoma 3:7) teaches thatbetween onepasukand the next one."
immediately after Yom Kippur, everyoneRebbe Dovid of Lelov said he learned
forgot how to pronounce the name, sincom this: When two Yidden (twoyudg
the correct pronunciation of Hashem'feel equal, no one feels greater than the
name must remain a secret, known onlther one, Hashem's name is there. But
to a few selected people (sé@ddushin when one Yid feels higher than the other,
71.). On the morning after Yom Kippur,its a separator, and Hashem's name
everyone was asking each other, "Do you doesn’t reside there.

remember how the cohen gadol

pronounced Hashem's name?” (but ridebbe Moshe Mordechai repeated this
one remembered). And since everyorfory and said: After Yom Kippur,

was talking and asking abouG-t's everyone is cleansed from sins, and all
numen the day after Yom Kippur is Yidden are on the same level. That's two

called G-t's numen yudsside by side, and Hashem's name is
there. This is the reason the day after
My  grandfather, Rebbe Moshe Yom Kippur is calledG-t's numen



Torah Wellsprings - Succos 9

The first day of Succos is calletbxn or  decoration] than thézedakahone gives

mmy nawn>, the first day of counting the on erev Succas
sins, because the purity of sin of Yom '
Kippur extends until the first day of Ushpizen

Succos. On this day we take amny, The Yesod VeShoresh HaAvodah writes:
which tzaddikim said igoshei teivosfor “Erev Succosis the time to distribute
myy 5 uwwan O%, "don’t bring me to charity. It is also the day to gather proper
arrogance." By taking thesrog we are guests,b'nei Torah for the yom tov”
hinting a prayer that we should remain

equal with all Yidden, we should always! "€ Zohar teaches that on Succos the
be pure from sins. It should never be th€VeNn ushpizen Avraham, Yitzchok,

one feels higher than another, and theff@kov, Moshe, Ahron, Yosef, and
Hashem’s name will always be with uS_Dowd come to oursuccosto celebrate

with us. When they come, they look to
Erev Succos see if there are guests present. If there

The Shaarei Teshuvah (625) writes: “It i§re guests, they remain in tiseccahand
proper to give a lot of charity orerev bless all the participants. But if there
Succos Reb Chaim Vital would aren’t any guests, they leave. Therefore,

distribute thetzedakah pushk® the poor it is important to have guests (or at least,
on this day.” to support the poor) for Succos.

Rebbe Chaim of Tzanzt'| (who was Rebbe Eliezer of Dzikivzt'l was extra
extremely generous to the poor every dasautious to have a guest for the first day
of the year) increased hitzedakahon of Succos, because the first day of
erev Succasdistributing large amountsSuccos is theushpizen of Avraham
of money to the poor. He said that therAvinu who is renowned for his
iIsn't a nicer noy succah [succah hachnassas orchim

11. The Gemara (Avodah Zorah 3) tells us that in the future, Hakadosh Baruch Hu will
give the nations one more chance to keep the Torah. Hakadosh Baruch Hu will say to
them, “I have a simple mitzvah; it is called succah. Keep this mitzvah [and you will be
rewarded together with the Jewish nation'."
The Gemara relates, “Immediately, everyone will go and build a succah on his rooftop.
Hakadosh Baruch Hu will have the sun shine brightly, and it will become extremely hot. They
will all kick their succos and leave.”
The Gemara explains that a Yid may also leave the succah if it is very hot, but a Jew would
never kick the succah when he leaves. The nations of the world kick the succah in distain,
and will thereby forfeit their reward.
B'derech tzachus we can say, why will the nations of the world build their succos specifically
on their rooftops? It is because they desire to avoid the poor guests. They don’'t want people
knocking at their door requesting to join them. On the contrary, the Jewish nation seeks to
have guests on Succos.
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One year, the Dzikiver Rebbe didn'be totally attentive on the mitzvah he is
have a guest for the first day, so he performing.

asked his son (the Imrei Noamxzt'l) to _ _
go outside, and see if he could findhe table represents his wife and

someone who needs a meal. The s&hildren. He must bring them into the
walked around the streets until h&uccahtoo. This means the head of the
found a homeless drunk. He realizetfmily must bring them into the
that this man certainly didn't have a ambience of Succos.

![O;aiﬁeto :l?t'er C?I\r/1|1 © f\;vtlahermi(ra]’vitgse Sgquf someone sat in theuccahwithout joy,
tp per. f yth dak’ YOUhe technically kept the mitzvah. But one
0 come for theseudat shouldn’t be satisfied with this level of

The Dzikiver Rebbe rejoiced with hisperformance. As the Sfas Emes taught,
guest and served him fish, meat ang™w 2w, his entire essence should
other delicacies. The Rebbe said€ in thesuccah and he should influence

“Avraham Avinu didn't have betterhis family to experience this joy and

guests. Avraham cared so much about spirituality together with him.

people that he was eager to bring ho : _ _
anyone who desired a meal. At least, o he M|shnah_ B_erurah (625:1) states:
When one sits in thesuccahhe should

this day, we should emulate Avraharrll , )
Y Avinu’ " have in mind that Hakadosh Baruch Hu
vinu’'s ways... .
commanded us to sit insuccos to
Head, Body, and Soul remember yetzias Mitzrayim and to
The Gemara $uccah3) teaches that it remember themaz wy, clouds of glory,
which Hashem wrapped around us, to

Isn't sufficient to stick one's head into the
succah leaving the rest of his bodyP'O€Ct us from the cold and heatw

: : wewm, when we were in the desert).
outside thesuccah and eat in such a ) :
: . __.,One should think these thoughts, and in

manner. Most of his body must be insid

the succah The Gemara calls thisws %:tszvgnhann?g grel W_'é'w::e) k?—leop\)/lvr;:%/e:he
noon na wnewn v, his head, most of properly — apn3). ,

his body, and his table must be insidddc€ved one has accomplished the
the succah mitzvah even if he merely had in mind

to do the mitzvah."

The minimum asuccahcan be is seven

tefachim because that has enough roorhS guote from theMishnah Berurah
N S — teaches us that thinking about the

reasons forsuccah (a remembrance of
The Sfas Emes explains that these lawgtzias Mitzrayimand themas wp) is part
and dimensions hint that one's entiref the mitzvah. Generally, the reasons
being — heart and soul — should be in thi®r the mitzvos are not part of the
succah He shouldn’'t be insuccah and mitzvah. For example, one doesn’'t need
his heart is with other matters. He shoultb know why Hashem commanded us to
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take the four minim or why Hashem so all generations shall know that | sat
commanded us to hear the shofar. Wae Jewish nation insidsuccos(mas up)
are obligated to take thwilav, to listen when | took them out of Egypt..."

to the shofar — but we are not obligated

to know the reason why we do so. BuThis is because one should keep the
on Succos, an integral part of thenitzvah of succahwith his whole being.
mitzvah is to think about and know theHe should be thinking about what he is
reason why we have this mitzvah. As thdoing, and be connected with the
Torah says,ym pprS.om npaw awn nooa mitzvos. As the Sfas Emes taughiy
PIND OOIN ONWEITA Y2 DN NaRAn Moas 0T wunown oM, one's entire essence should be
«~omyn, "Sit in succosfor seven days... inside thesuccah

12. Every mitzvah has endless reasons (some of them are revealed in the holy sefarim).
When one performs the mitzvos with these intentions in mind, it raises the value of the
mitzvos performed.
It states, =27 "X 772V RN o0 Y mwyY ny(Tehillim 119). The Meiri explains: mwyY ny
19, when one keeps the mitzvos solely because the time (ny) arrived for the mitzvah, then
RN Mo, it is as though he is transgressing the Torah chalilah. This isn't what Hashem
wants. a1 ax 772y, 'l am Your servant, therefore teach me the reasons behind the mitzvos,
so | can perform them properly."
The Meiri explains, "If a person eats matzah on Pesach and sits in a succah [of Succos],
he is like a donkey that carries wheat during the harvest season and grapes during the grape
picking season...." Time shouldn’'t be the only factor and reason we keep the mitzvos. We
should study what the holy sefarim teach us about the mitzvos, and we should perform the
mitzvos with those lofty reasons in mind.
The Meiri concludes, "This also applies to the simple folk who don’t know the reasons for
the mitzvos... [nevertheless], with their limited understanding, they should keep the mitzvos
with inspiration. They should think about how they are doing Hashem's will Who commanded
them, and they are bringing Him honor..." Having that simple thought in mind raises the
deed from being mediocre to being a special mitzvah before Hashem.
Reb Eliyahu Lopian zt'l told a story, which happened in his hometown. A gentile child was
murdered. False witnesses were hired to testify in court that a Yid killed the child, to use
the blood for matzos. The Yidden explained to the judge that these were false witnesses,
and the judge suspected that it was so. However, even after cross examining them, they
never contradicted one another. The Yiddens' lives were in danger.
One wise Yid said to the judge, "there is another method to determine who is guilty. Today,
courts use trained bloodhounds. The dog smells the blood, and is able to determine who
the murderer was."
The judge agreed to put it to test. He decreed that on the next day, all the townspeople
must gather in the town square. (The Yidden spent the time saying Tehillim and praying for
a yeshuah.) The blood-stained clothing of the murdered child was brought to the dog. The
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The Yesod v'Shoresh HaAvodah writesfhe Gemara answers, “The difference is
"When a person learns about thevhether we are discussing Hashem'’s
greatness of this mitzvah and its largemnermost chambers or whether we are
reward, and about the seven exaltedliscussing Hashem’s outer chambers.”
Ushpezin he will yearn intensely for
this mitzvah... mn mopn 750 s o
noo, because the mitzvah dfuccahis
very great..."

Rabbeinu Chananel explains that Hashem
cries in his outer chambers, and He is
happy in His innermost chamber.

The Holiness of the Succal Accordingly, we can explqin that Rosh
: L . Hashanah and on Yom Kippur, we are
It states Ghir HaShinm1: 4), Toon wean 54004 in Hashem's outer chambers, and
72 Anwn 15a van, “the king brought me this explains the crying and the
into his inner chambers. We will rejoice, \ acomeness of those days. Succos
and be happy with you.” TheShem pchom  prings us into His inner

MiShmuel(5679) explains that when on&.nampers and that's the reason for our
comes to thesuccah he has entered ioy.

Hashem’s innermost chamber. Sitting in
the succahis happiness, becauseim ny The Yesod Yosef (77) teaches,
wen, “in Hashem’s place, there is'Someone who sits in theuccah and
strength and happiness.” learns and davens there, is literally living
in the upper worlds. Each world is called
ov, as this is known... Therefore it states
rt?/ayikra 23:42), ow npaw wwn mooa,
because by living irsuccoswe dwell in
the seven upper worlds.”

The Gemara Chagigah 5:) writes that
there seems to be a contradiction: O
pasuk (Yirmiyahu 13:17) statespmnomna
woy moan, “[Hashem’'s says] | cry in
concealment.” Anothemasuk (I Divrei
HaYamim 16:27) statesy»pna mam np, The Eliyahu Rabba and the Bikurei
that in Hashem’s place there is strengtiiaakov teach thatnswis gematriya 91,
and happiness. the same as the two holy namesw

dog sniffed it and went directly to the true murderer. No one was surprised who the murderer
was, because he was renowned for his cruelty and dishonesty. Alas, the Yidden of the town
were saved from the blood libel.

Reb Eliyah Lopian said, "Did the dog know what he was doing? Did it realize that it was
saving Yidden from a pogrom? The dog didn’t know anything. It only knew to smell the blood,
and to go to the person with the same scent. When we keep the mitzvos," Reb Elyah Lopian
explained, "it shouldn't be done without some level of awareness. When we take the lulav
and esrog, and when we sit in a succah, we should know what we're doing. We shouldn't
do the mitzvos without intentions, just because we have an obligation."

We should strive to know the reasons behind the mitzvos. And even when one doesn’t know
the reasons, he should rejoice that he has the privilege to do Hashem's will and to bring
Him honor, for that is the main intention for all mitzvos.
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n™n. Therefore, they teach, we must treapann wm w5 nnn oxew, "His left arm
the succahwith immense holiness. is under my head, and He hugs me with
his right arm."” The Midrash says)>#mw

The shade of thesuccahis called Sz, : .
wx1 nnnis the succah..

shadow. TheZohar (vol.3 103:) calls

s'chach smwmir 5%, “the shade of The Arizal taught that the dimensions of

emunal” Similarly, the Gemaraguccah the succahsignify a hug. An arm has

2.) states a person must st °x3, in the two long parts, and a small hand. These
succah’sshade. correspond to thsuccah which has two

semeans shade or shadow. A shadotalls, and a third wall which according
mimics what a person does. If a persoff halachah can be as small agegach
moves his hand, the shadow movekhis means sitting in thesuccahis like
together with him. The Baal Shem Tov being hugged by Hashem.

zt'l explained that this is the meaning ofne yaaras Dvash (vol.1drush 6)

the pasuk o 'm, "Hashem IS your joaches that when one sits snccah the
shadow” (Tehillim 131), because as a ;.5 wypare spread above of him.

person acts (withchesed rachmanus “Although the cloud isnt seen,

etc.) Hashem mimics his behavior, anfeyertheless it is certain and true that it

acts with him and with klal Yisrael in is there. When one sits isuccah and
that mode.

studies Torah and is happy with tlyem
The Ropshiter Ravzt'| (Zera Kodesh tovand with the mitvzos, then Hashem’s

first night of Succos) explains thatcloud is_upon him from above_. Fortunate
succahis called s, because as one sits is the eye who sees it.”

In a _succah made. fr.om .WOOd anci‘he Gemara{uccah4) also teaches that
branches, Hashem mimics him, and has .
L . a succahmust be at least temefachim

him sit in the shade of the divinguccah . . )
(rarby 7o 5%3) high, "because th&hechinamever vyent
' down [to earth] lower than tetefachim"
When one sits in asuccah he is being The Chesed Le’Avraham and the Sfas
huggedkeviyacholby Hakadosh BaruchEmeszt'| point out how this implies that
Hu. As it states inShir HaShirim(2:6) when one sits in thesuccah Hashem

13. One of the tzaddikim of Tzfas saw a chassid who was afraid to walk into the succah.
He said, "The succah is filled with Hashem's names. How can | walk on it?"

The tzaddik replied, "A Yid is also comprised of Hashem's names. Sheimos may go on top
of sheimos."

Rebbe Yechiel of Alaxender zt'l said, "It is truly a wonder how one can enter a succah. But
every Yid is a Yvnn *mYx pon, a part of Hashem. Hashem's name is within him. Therefore,
he may enter the succah.”

Tzaddikim were extremely careful that a gentile shouldn’'t enter the succah, because of the
great sanctity that is there.
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hovers over him. As it states idohar The Toras Cohanim replied that since it

(vol.3 103), "When a person sits in thalso states;> mwpn mmon i, “You shall

succah.. the wings of the Shechinah make foryourselveghe holiday Succos”
spread over him..." we understand that it is for each

The Mishnah Berurah (439:2) writes!ndwldual S usage. Thu;, it isn’t built on
Har HaBayis.

"Since thesuccahis extremely holy, it is
proper that one should minimizeAlthough the Toras Cohanim disproved
speaking divrei chol (mundane talk) his initial theory, the fact that it was
there and instead speak Torah and hadpggested that theuccahbe built on Har
words. One should unquestionably bEaBayis and sanctified like &orban
careful not to speaklashon hara helps us recognize just how holy the
rechilus and other forms of forbidden succabhis.

speech in thesuccal The Pri Megadim states: One mustn’t use

The Shlah warns us that one shouldnd succahas a shortcut. Definitely one
become angry in theuccah may not spit there, because theccahis
holy, and has laws similar to the laws

Similar to the Beis HaMikdash ) ) . .
practiced in the Beis HaMikdash.

The Gemara uccah9) states, "Just as
Hashem's name is on korban..so is The Arizal teaches that the table one eats

Hashem's name on thgiccah" on in the succahshould have four legs,

similar to the shulchan of the Beis

HaMikdash. Once again, we see the

Eorrelation and comparison between the
Beis HaMikdash and theuccah

It states, 5 o nyaw nown an, “The
holiday Succos, seven days fo
Hashem...” The Toras CohaninmEinor
12, following the Raavad’s
interpretation) asks, since the Torah says Gan Eden

the succah should be'n5, for Hashem, The Keren I'Dovid writes, "When one
and the Torah compares tlseiccahto a sits in the succah I'shem shamayinhe
korban (as it states> i1, and :nhints to feels the holiness, with hislahavus
the korban chagigah perhaps we should(ferver). He experiences the light of the
build the succahon Har HaBayis, and tomitzvah, and he knows that it is true that
sanctify it like akorbar? we were surrounded by thess sy, This

14. The Magen Avraham (262) writes that the Arizal was careful to eat on a four- legged
table every Shabbos of the year. Mekubalim write that even for those who don’t do so
every Shabbos, it is worthwhile for them to do so in the succah.
We are not necessarily recommending everyone to use solely a table made from four legs,
because there are many suggestions of the Arizal that are only practiced by kabalists, and
not by the average person. Nevertheless, we repeated the Arizal's lesson so we can
appreciate some more the holiness of the succah, how it is comparable, in several ways, to
the holiness of the Beis HaMikdash.
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Is something that cannot be explaine@ very good feeling being in theuccah

But someone who experienced it knowBut, chas veshalom if the succcah
that it's true." doesn’t accept him, he will not be happy

being there... If one enjoys thsuccah

ﬁnmensely, this proves that thsuccah

: : accepted him immensely. This s

created to live there, in Gan Eden, th§omething that cannot be seen. It is in the

place of true joy, as wWe say T3 faqlings of the heart, and only revealed
1y 2. Adam was banished from Gan to Hashem.!

Eden, nevertheless, there are times when _
a spark of Gan Eden shines... This is thehe Shem MiShmuel adds that Succos

reason people are happy when they agemes after Yom Kippur, because one

The Sfas Emes (5643) also writes, "[Th
succah is like Gan Eden. Man was

in succah.." needs to betahor from all sins to be
_ _ accepted into the spirituality of the
This level of happiness people succah

experience in thesuccahdiffers among
people. Some people are very happy in _
the succah and they feel the holinessThe Torah says\ayikra 23:42), mmp2

Others are less attached to the mitzvateen, "Dwell in succos..." The word=wn
has the same letters asa, shame. The

The Shem MiShmuel (5673) said tha{ejvev Lev (Yeitav Panim Succod0)
this is because thsuccahis similar t0 explains that one should feel embarrassec
teivas Noach(Noach's ark). Rashi writesig enter the holysuccah How does he
that the animals came on their own t@ayve the courage to enter this holy
Noach'steivah but only the animals thatgphode? The answer is with thoughts of
didn’t sin were able to enter theeivah teshuvah As the pasuk continues,
Those who sinned were banished romhy- The translation ofrmn, "I will

the teivah shine." Although right now | am not
everyone sits in thesuccah worthy t_o _enter thesuccah in the merit

Ahat | will improve my ways, | am able

to come into thesuccah As Chazal
(Kiddushin 40.) say, "When one has a
The Shem MiShmuel writes, "If thegood thought, Hashem considers it as
succahaccepted him he will experience though he did it already."

Shame and Courage

Similarly,
but only those who are worthy ca
experience its great joy and holiness.

15. In the yotzros of the second day of Succos we say, mmxn m»p My D TV YT DIN),
"I [Hashem] know and testify that My nation kept the mitzvos [and that they sit in a

succah, etc.]." The Shem MiShmuel asks, why does Hashem need to testify this? Isn't it

something that everyone can see?

The Shem MiShmuel answers that it is visible that we keep the external aspect of the

mitzvos. Hashem testifies that we keep the inner spirit as well. Not only did we sit there, but

we experienced the joy and holiness of the succah too.
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The pasuk concludes,nx navnn mowa o this Chazal that if someone is capable of
D™MED PN DMN Na S8 13, "Because | thinking distressful thoughts while sitting
placed them irsuccoswhen | took them in the succah he is s, exempt from
out of Mitzrayim." When they left this mitzvah, because he is so distant
Mitzrayim, they weren't worthy, but infrom the attitude this mitzvah is seeking
the merit that they will receive the Torah to place us irs
in the future, they could sit in theuccah
Similarly, since | will improve my ways,

| have the right to enter theuccah The Chidushei HaRim taught that when
one sits in thesuccah he can merit
attaining clear emunah Because it
Now that we've learned a drop about thetates, w= % .ow npaw wawn Moo,
holiness of thesuccah we understand"Live in succos for seven days... so you
that we should dwell in there for seven will know..."

days with holiness.

Fmunah

Speech in the Succah

The Chidushei HaRim explains that
The Reishis Chachmah teaches, “Thguccos follows Yom Kippur, because
Remak was careful to only speak holpne needs to be cleansed from sins to
words in the succah because of thebe able to truly graspemunah It is
holiness of thesuccah..” written, oop58 a5 oowa ovman oy,
"Your sins separate you from Hashem"
Yeshayah 59:2). Our emunah in
ashem can be perfected when we are
cleansed from sins.

The Gemara says that if it raingws)
on succosit's a bad omen. The Rebbe o
Kotz zt'l| explained, if one is thinking
about owws, material matters, while
sitting in the succah it's a bad omen. Therefore, when we sit in theuccaly it’s
Ideally, when sitting in thesuccah one’s an ideal time ny5, to think about
mind should be on loving Hashem aneémunalh and to strengthen our awareness
cleaving to Him. Right now he is in the of Hashem.

mos,[:"nhk?llqyg g&cuet’ mvl:/%arfgorﬁftterrf’? beI'he Yerushalmi $uccah 2:3) teaches

" that lechatichilah one should be able to
Chazal saygmon i» s ~ppen, if someone see the stars through thes’chach
has distress in theuccah( for example, Perhaps this is so he can look up to
it's raining) he's exempt from theheaven and train himself to trust in
mitzvah. Allegorically, we can explain Hashemv

16. Someone once said that he didn’'t sleep in the succah because it was too cold. Rebbe
Yitzchak of Skvere zt'l replied, "I never saw anything colder than your Shemone Esrei,

and | see that you can sleep well in it."

17. Before the Satmar Rebbe's ztl chasunah, his father told him, "Why is the chuppah
customarily under the sky? To remind the chassan and kallah to turn to Heaven for all
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The GemaraAvodah Zarah3) tells that Bitachon

in the future, the nations of the worIdThe Sfas Emes(5645) writes, “The
will beg Hashem to give them anothepitzyah of succah is the mitzvah of
chance to keep the mitzvos, so they cafkachon As Chazal saypm nrn 8y, GO

to sit in succos trusting in your assets and begin trusting

_in Hashem alone... Succos ismw i,

the test Hashem will put out a very hotgne s happier than the one who trusts

sun. They will all kick theirsuccosand in Hashen®...
leave, and thereby lose their right to _
Olam HaBa. It IS written, wa> TR ‘M2 npan,

'‘Hashem's kindness envelops [and hovers
over] the one who trusts in Hashem.'
Hashem hovers over us with tlg&chach

The hot sun hints to very hard times, &N this holiday [on this holiday we
Yid believes in Hashem through goodﬂemonstrate our trust in Hashem]... The

times and through hard times. But wheR°llday IS calledyosa an, ‘the holiday of
hard times befall the nations of th athering,’ because in this season, people

world, they fail the test. They weren@/vest the crops ffor the entire year].
prepared to sit in asuccah which Similarly, Hashem's blessings are given

signifies believing in Hashem, as long agt this time for the entire year, to those

everything is good and comfortable for who trust in Hashem...
them. But they don't believe in HashenThe Aruch Lener (end ofmasechta
when times are rough. Succaly writes, “The s'chachrepresents

We can explain it as follows:

their needs. This is the same reason a succah is outdoors. Seeing the sky helps us

remember Hashem.”

18. It says, wvan 'n m. Chazal say that mmis an expression of joy. van i1 mm can
mean, when someone is happy, it's an indication he has bitachon.

The Chovas Halevavos writes: "Someone who has bitachon will attain his parnassah, and it

will free him from financial worries."

Rebbe Moshe Kobriner zt'l taught that Rebbe Elimelech of Lizensk zt'l said that a person

can earn immense wealth from any kind of parnassah, even from selling splinters of wood.

The only condition is that the parnassah shouldn’'t be disgusting to him.

The Rebbe of Kozmir zt'l taught that simchah is mesugal for parnassah. He derived this from

(Devarim 33:13), nxxa n»ar mow. Rashi translates it, 7oy nxxa nbsn, "He will have

success when he goes out to business.” We see the two words nnw- nYx are synonymous,

because when one is happy, he will have success.

Similarly, Targum Yonoson on nmw X n»mwrites XmnYxma T 073, “joyous with their

success," because when one is happy, he will have success.
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Hashem’s salvations as it stategy 'n, shouldn’'t be our goal in life. We can live
‘Hashem is your shade.” The walls with less, just fine.

represent matters of this world... AOn the pasuk 5w omas A8 T
succahhigher than twentyamosis pasul "Hashemp blessed ' Avraha;ln IV\’Iith

because he is sitting in the shade of the L )

walls, and not in the shade of tils&chach ev?rythln%._ 'I"’h_e I\flldras_h states th?b’

(seeSuccah?2.). That would signify that everything” is the mitzvarsuccar

he is placing his trust in matters of thi3Vhat is the Midrash teaching us? Why is
world, and not on Hashem.” succahconsidered having everything?

The Ohev Yisraelzt'l (Likutim Succos The Chozeh of Lublin Avnei Zikoron
says that a chicken first calls her childref62) zt'l| explains, Succah is our
and then feeds them. After they finishieminder that luxuries aren't as important
eating, she shelters them under h@s people make it out to be. A person
wings. This is what happens during theho lives with this belief has5>m,
High Holidays. On Rosh Hashanah aneverything, because no matter how much
Yom Kippur Hashem writes down and he has, he is never lacking.
determlnes how much money to_glve YR states Bereishis25:8), omax i pam
for this year. After setting the income " : :
q t of food. th&hechinahak yaen ot o mawa, "Avraham died at a ripe
and amount ot 100d, thehechinanaxkes old age; old and satisfied..."
us under her wings in theuccah

The Chidushei HaRimzt'l taught that
Hashem treats us during these days in thEhis pasuk is teaching us Avraham's
same manner a mother cares for h@ood middos He left this world feeling
children. On Rosh Hashanaty 1 minbs  totally fulfilled. He didn’t need more. As
s, Hashem blows on us, and blows awaly is also stated about Dovid HaMelech
the bad. On Yom Kippues m i mwsn,  (Tehillim 21:3), % mnny w5 mwsn. Dovid
Hashem washes us, as it saysby 'npm  received all his desires, and he didn’t
e o, "l will throw onto you want more. This is unlike most people,
purifying waters" ¥ echezkeB6). And on about whom it's written Koheles 5:9),
Succos,s mn i vpyt, Hashem covers usies pawr 85 ap> amN, ‘'one who desires

The Rabbeinu b'Chaya explains:

and swaddles us. money will never have enough money.’
. And Chazal Koheles Rabbal:32) say,
Luxuries '‘A person doesn't leave the world with

We are commanded to leave ounalf of his yearnings fulfilled. If he has
comfortable homes and to spend a week hundred, he wants two hundred. If he
in the succah One purpose for thishas two hundred, he wants four
mitzvah is to remind us that luxurieshundred.”* But Avraham wasyxn

19. This Midrash is difficult to understand, because it states that a person doesn't even
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ow; he wasn't lacking anything. He wasrundav ben Rechev’s precious, ethical ill
satisfied and happy with what he hadYirmiyahu35:6), for he told his children
Because Hashem blessed Avraham to that they shouldn’t live in houses. They
know that whatever he has, it is alwayshould only live in tents, which are
enough. It may be less than what othetemporary dwelling place, one day living
have, but he doesn’'t need more. here, and another day living somewhere
else. This is what our forefathers,
Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov did, for
Rebbe Yonoson Eibshitz (6:1) writesthey dwelt in tents. This gave them long
"The one who fears Hashem won't onllife, because they weren't afraid a fire
have succos during the holiday of might burn their castle down, and they
Succos. Throughout the entire year hseren't afraid of enemies, hunger, or
will remember that life is temporary andplague, since they could quickly undo the
he’s living here as a guest. One shoulstrings of their tents and travel to a
sleep in the shade of theuccah and different country.z
leave his permanent home... He should
look up at the stars and place his trust itWhen Bilaam saw the Jewish nation
Hashem. He shouldn’'t build expensivelwelling in tents he saidypy 7578 12w mo,
houses, decorated with gems andlow good are your tents...' He was
diamonds, just for pleasure. This wilkeferring to their tents, specifically,
lead him to desire more money and othdrecause we are people who dwell in
sins, even to steal so he can fill hisents... and then it will be good for us in
fortress and be proud, and he will forgethis world and in the next world. But
Hashem who created him. Remembevhen we build houses made from lime

This is the lesson ofuccah

get half his desires, and then it states that if he has a hundred, he desires two hundred. So
it seems he did get half of his desires.
We can answer that when someone has a hundred, he thinks: “I'm not happy with my lot,
but if I will have two hundred, then | will be satisfied." He wants two things. He wants another
hundred and he wants happiness. This means he desires more than double the amount that
he has now.
20. The Yaaras Dvash teaches that avoiding luxuries and living with the minimum is
mesugal for arichus yammim, long life. He proves this from the forefathers who lived
in tents, and therefore they lived long, too.
The Yaaras Dvash also proves this from the Mishkan, which was made from my»», skins
and woven cloth, and the Mishkan lasted for 480 years (counting the years the Mishkan
stood in the desert and later in Eretz Yisrael, until its last location in Nov and Givon).
Whereas the Beis HaMikdash that Shlomo HaMelech built from stone and gold only stood
410 years. The second Beis HaMikdash also only stood for 420 years, and during those 420
years, there was the Greek conquest, and the Beis HaMikdash was destroyed several times.
So we see that where there are fewer luxuries, things last longer.
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and stone, the stones will shout out alHarvested, so you shouldn’'t become
the sins: theft, pride, temptationproud with all the goodness you have,
desires... This is the meaning of theand you shouldn’t think that you earned

pasuk .o npaw wawn nowa  (Vayikra all of that on your own."
23:42).” Dwell in succos and learn the
messagesuccosteaches us. Retaining Succos after Succos

: : _ _ There's a phrase that people say on
The Kli Yakar (vayikra 23:42) writes, Shmini Atzeres (it's written in th@iyut

After people harvest the crops, the¥)f YIRS Papn), Y S onnad moon ome

want _to go home and live in a permane bpn owno, "Listen to the prayers of those
dwelling. The Torah feared this may lea ho leave thesuccahto sit in their

to arrogance... Therefore the Torah SaYS es” The Shiniver Ravzt] asks:

nmn 53, whoever has plans to live in thiS\NouIdn’t it make more sense if it would
world as a permanent residempa v, say, "Listen to thetefillos of those who

he must leave his permanent home ang” i succali? Why do we pray that
dwell in a temporarysuccah so he will o000 should listen to theefillos of

not forggt hls humility. Hg mu;tn t forget those wholeave the succal?
that he is like a stranger in this world; he

iIsn't a permanent resident here. Andhe Shiniver Rav zt'l answered that
then, he won't trust in the walls of hisSuccos should remain with us the entire
home; he will only trust on Hashem..."year. One should bring theme ma5n Sy

he absorbed in thesuccah into his
home. Therefore, we pray that Hashem
should answer the prayers in the merit
of those who leave theuccahand bring
the atmosphere of Succos into their
daily lives.

On the pasuk mopa o oo w b
DS PINGD DRI NI SNRY N3 NN Cnawnn
(Vayikra 23:43), the Rashbam writes
"According to the pasuk's simple
translation, Succo$ stated in thispasuk
means literal huts. This is the reason for
this mitzvah: It is written, ma % an Ao por appM
. _ (Bereishis 33:17). The Satmar Rebbe
[The Torah obligates us] to makepiyrei yoe) zt| explained, bederech
succosat a time when you harvest youkeme- \when Yaakov came to the holiday
crops... so you shall remember that f0g 0005 he turned it into a house, into

forty years the Jewish nation lived iny,mathing permanent, so it would remain
huts in the desert. Think about this, so with him throughout the year.

you will thank Hashem for giving you

property and houses filled withlt is also written,sawn moo2, "In succos
goodness. Don’'t say you got all of thigyou shall dwell..." The Gemara derives
by your own might... This is the reasorfrom this pasukthat one should live in
Hakadosh Baruch Hu established théhe succahthe same way one lives at
holiday of Succos at a time when thédome. The Satmar Rebbe taught that we
crops and the vineyard are beinghould also derive from thipasukthe
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opposite, that one should live in hidy. It came in." Theyom tovbecame part
home in the same manner he lives in the of him.
succah(based on the Talmudic principle,
=emns WP inx)_ He should bring theAfter yom tov Rebbe Dovid of Tolne
atmosphere that he experienced in tH¥'aasked one of his chassidim how he
succahto his daily life. was getting back home. The chassid
replied, "The same wagon driver that
The Gemara Avodah Zorah 3) calls brought me here will bring me back."
succah n5 mun», a light and easy The Rebbe said, "You're going back with
mitzvah. The expressiom%pis also stated the same goy?" In other words, we
in (Gittin 56), n% mma(in reference to the shouldn’t go back afteyom tovwith the
small creature that entered Titus same goy in us, as before.
HaRasha's head, and afflicted him, until
he died). The Gemara explains that thEhe Dubno Magid related the following
insect is called=bp, because this insectmashal to explain why people cry by

only eats, and doesn’t defecate. Neilah

We derive from this that mspmeans to A king had an only daughter who he
take in, and not to give out. Regoved dearly. When it was time to
Avraham Yehoshua Friend of Nasag'a marry her off, a matchmaker told the
hy'd explained thatsuccahis called mg» King about a certain wealthy prince who
mbsbecause one should only take in thiéves in a distant land. "He lives distant
light and the holiness of theuccah and from here, but he is the son of a great

it should never depart from him.  king, has a lot of money, and has all
good qualities..."

In the Yom Tovtefillah we say,’n w>nm _ _
e ‘"W\D...ﬁ‘PsN, "Hashem gave us as aThe k|ng agreed to the matCh, and his

legacy... the holy yom yovim.." A daughter was married. Shortly after the
legacy, the Sfas Emes said, is somethifgyal wedding, the groom told his wife
that remains forever. It isn't somethinghat he wants to live in his
that leaves after a few days pass. So tod@me-country. She didn't want to go
the holidays should always remain withere; so distant from her father. But she

us, even after the holiday is over, Saw how important it was for her
husband, so she agreed.

A chassid of the Beis Aharon of Karlin
returned home after Spendingy@m tov In that foreign Iand, she discovered the

together with his Rebbe. People askdguth: Her husband wasn't the son of a
him, B DN T WININ PN MR M, "How did k|ng; it was all a lie. Furthermore, her

the yom tovpass?" husband was cruel to her. He didn’'t act
like a royal prince, who is trained to
The chassid repliedyyamx e »s v v have good middos He acted like the
M 8 e 1, "The yom tovdidn't pass lowest people.
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She suffered immensely from him, busuffer immensely from the body. When
she was too distant from her father tgou were here, the body was acting
complain, so she suffered silently. nicely to me, because it didn't want You

: o know what is really happening. But
One day, the king sent them a letter: ﬁmw that You're about to leave, | must

miss you so much. Since you are Nnqk yq, the truth. The body is cruel to

coming to visit me, | decided | will take me. and draws me to sin. | don’t want to
the long trip to visit you." The king be with the body a-nymore "
wrote them the date he expects to arrive. '

This is the end of the Dubno Magid's

The husband realized that needs to mah?ashal and nimshal but some add the
some quick changes. He hired many following:

workers to clean and decorate his home,
so it would appear like the house of a  The king thought of a solution:

prince. He also began behaving nicely tq . . _
his wife. He didn’t want the king to seeq will live here together with you. In my

there was a problem between them presence, your husband will act properly
' with you at all times."

The king was with them for some time,l_he nimshal is, byNe'ilah, when we cry
and he was very pleased with what he .\ o 0 ant to be with the body,

saw. He believed he chose the Correﬁ%roughout the year, Hashem replies:
partner for his daughter. "Build a succahand | will live together

The king was about to leave, and thwith you. And even after Yom Tov, |

princess realized that this was her lagtll remain with you. And in My

opportunity to tell her father what wagresence, the body will not disturb you

really happening. She called her father to from serving Me."

a private room, and amidst tears, she told

him that her husband isn’t the son of a
king, and that he acts cruelly to her.

The nimshalis ,when Rosh Chodesh EluAn expensive Mercedes came to a stop
arrives Hashem’keviyachoj announces the border. The border police suspected
that he is going to visit us during thecontraband and asked the driver to open
days of judgment. Throughout Elulthe baggage compartment. All they found
people are busy cleaning up their deeds, were buckets of soil.

SO thg King shouldn’t see that anything "What's this?" they asked him.

Is amiss. The body makes peace with the
neshamah to conceal form the King"I'm building a new home, and the earth
what is happening throughout the year.I need for building is cheaper in the
But then we daverNe'ilah, the King is other country. So | go there and fill up
about to leave. At this time, the Yid criedbuckets with sand..."

to Hashem and says, "I, theeshamah They didn’t believe him. It was strange

Staying Focused
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that one would import soil, just to savenicely. It was also obvious that the
a few pennies. So they sifted througlwvorn-out tiled floor wasn’'t washed for
the earth hoping to find diamonds butjuite a while. And, as usual, the doctor
they didn’'t find anything, and they let was behind schedule.
him pass.

_ . Most of the people waiting for their
The following day, he drove hisgn,gintment accepted these discomforts
Mercedes to the border, once again. Thg sjlence. It wasn't their first time here,
border patrol sifted through the sOilghg they were accustomed to these
didn’t find anything and let him on hisa¢ers. Nevertheless, they kept coming

way. This happened every day fOpack phecause the doctor was from the
months. After a while, they stoppedyeg; in his field — though he failed in
sifting through the earth, because they decorum and punctuality.

saw that there was nothing there.

One day, he came to the border and tolghere was first-timer waiting for his turn

the guards that he wouldn't be comind¥lth the doctor, and he was very upset

anymore. "I finished building my houseW'th the service. Unlike the others who

so there's no reason for me to bring mof&Fcepted their fate in silence, he spoke
earth.” out loudly. “I never saw anything like

They asked him, "Tell us the truth: werdn!S N my life. A doctor ?’h‘?UId care
you just bringing earth all this time? 1{@Pout his patients. Why isn't the air

doesn’t make sense that you would gg)onditioner working? Why are the chairs
through all this effort, just because th&ncomfortable? Why’ s this room so
earth is a few pennies cheaper." dlngy? And why can’t this qloctor keep
He replied, "I'l tell you if you promise © his schedule? My appointment was

that you won't arrest me and that youC,upposed to be an hour ago! | used to go
won't report me to the government.” to Dr. Ploni. He is a specialist in the
They promised. He said, "The soil waSa@me field. Now that’s a waiting room as

just a coy. | was importing Mercededl should bg. He invests in the most
cars. Every day, | drove a new modern furniture, the room temperature

Mercedes. " Is always comfortable, controlled by an

The moral of the story is that there ar@utomatic air conditioning system, and he
lots of things that can distract us fronk€€PS t0 his schedule.” _

the primary focus of thejom tov Let's The people in the room asked him about
not get side-tracked. We have a mitzvaifidt other doctor. “Is he a good doctor?
to sit in asuccahand to perform all the Aré his patients happy with him?”

other mitzvos, and that is the real _ L
treasure we should be focusing on. N0, no one is really happy with him. |
wasn’t either, and that's why | changed

The doctor's waiting room wasn’t airdoctors. He isn’t the wisest guy around,
conditioned, neither was it furnishedf you know what | mean. | don’'t know
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how he ever graduated college... But thele has a business partner, Reb Sende
waiting room is first class...” from Williamsburg. To get around the
lack of communication, Reb Baruch calls
Reb Sender every morning from his
landline house phone, and they make up
where and when they will meet that day,
and any other business related matter.

The nimshal is: Succos is approaching
We will sit in the succah we will take
the four minim The succah will be
beautifully decorated, and the foarinim
will be the most precious set. All is good
and well, but what about the performancene morning, Reb Baruch called his
of the mitzvos? How will they be business partner, Reb Sender: "l will be

performed? With joy and desire? With @n 42nd St. in Manhattan in an hour...
connection to Hashem? Or with sadnessan we meet there?"

and/or disinterest? We must maintainCertainly, but tell me, did you finally
focus, and keep the mitzvos in the beﬁuy a cell phone? | see a new number on
way we can. the screen..."

Reb Baruch replied: "I didn’t buy a new

_ cell phone and, as you know, I'm not
The mitzvos have manysegulos One planning to. | borrowed the phone from
earns many benefits in this world and th&ep Mendel Rosenberg, the head of the
next world, from keeping the mitzvos. Boro Parkchevrah kadishah."

Chazal praise some of the hanora'im an 1oy |ater, Reb Sender was standing

and tan_ar’]im that tuey dihd”’t d‘{‘(’jal,k foulrk on the corner of 42nd St., as they made
amoswithout Torah or they didn't walk |, "+ Reh Baruch wasn't there. (He

four amoswithout wearingtefillin. couldn’t call him, since Reb Baruch
Regarding most people of our generatiofidn’t own a phone.) Reb Sender thought
it can be said, “They don’t walk fourthat maybe he misunderstood where to
amos without their cell phone.” Who meet, so he walked around the street a

doesn’t have a cell phone, and who little bit, hoping to find him.
doesn’t have it on them every moment Oéuddenly he heard someone calling

the_day?_ : "Rabbi! Rabbi!" Reb Sender turned and
Believe it or not, there are still some :
people among us who don’'t own a celz‘.aw an eIderIy_ woman rushing _tow%rds
ohone Im. She told him she needs advice. "My
' husband is Jewish — I'm not. He's is in
Reb Baruch Buxsbaum of Boro Park ishe hospital now. The doctors don’t
such a person. He doesn't have a calkpect him to live. Can | ask the doctors
phone, for he found it greatly disturbs hiso pull the plug and let him die?"
Torah andtefillah. But, he admits, not Reb Sender told her that it was forbidden
owning a cell phone in this generatiorio kill even an old, dying person.
Isn't a simple matter, because it is s&he gave him some more information

hard to contact him. about her husband: "He used to be

Segulos
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religious, but become irreligious andand she wouldn’t know how to deal with
married me. He committed many whitder dying husband. She may have even
collar crimes and was in prison formpulled the plug and killed him before his
several years now. In prison he began tone, and then have him buried in a
do teshuvah He had permission to goChristian cemetery. Also, by Hashem’s
home for the holidays, but he didn'tprovidence, Reb Sender had tbkevrah
come home for Succos. He told me thatadisha'sphone number on him that day,
in the prison there was succahand the because Reb Baruch called him from that
four minim. He wouldn’t have them atphone. All these steps were arranged by
home, so he preferred to remain in Hashem, to help thi®aal teshuvah

prison. A few weeks ago he suffered a

stroke and he's been in the hospital sin¢¥€ can see from this story how precious

then. The doctors say he won't make iteshuvahis to Hashem. Many miracles
and hashgachah prati©iappened, so this

"What should | do when he dies? Can Ibaal teshuvatcould live out his life and
call a priest to take care of the funeral, then have a proper Jewish burial.
and bury him in a Christian cemetery?"

"Don’t do that" Reb Sender told herPerhaps it was also in the merit of
"He should be buried as a Jew.8uccahand the fourminim that this Yid

"But | don’t know who to contact. | kept, at the end of his life, witlmesirus
matters." prison, so he can keep the mitzvos of
Reb Sender remembered that he had the  Succahand the fourminim
phone number of Reb Mende : : .
Rosenbera. the head of the Boro Par here's atefillah to say when going into
9, ) the succah 7o 5 oy mor™ nawd u
chevrah kadishahsince Reb Baruch had . :
) : oown » e npa, "May | merit to dwell
just called him from that number. He
nd be protected under the shade of
gave her the number and told her th our wings when the time comes for me
when her husband is near his death, she gs | ! )
should call Rabbi Rosenber O depart this world." Thus, the mitzvah
9- of succahmay have helped that Yid be
She was very grateful for all the advicduried according to halachah, so he
she received. could reside in heaven under the
Shechinah’swings.
Soon afterwards, Reb Sender found _ o
Reb Baruch waiting at a different® tefillah said for the fourminimis: mor
corner. (They had indeed misunderstoGEP® 2> maMw o T8N 108 D AYIIN M,
each other.) "In the merit of the fourminim, hold off
your anger until | merit to repent before
This story showshashgachah pratisif You." This mitzvah may have helped
Reb Sender hadn’t been waiting for Rebhim die at his right time, and complete

Baruch, he wouldn't meet this womanhis teshuvah This wouldn’'t have
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happened, if she would have allowed th23:40) states: "Theesrog is Hakadosh
doctors pull the plug. Baruch Hu, as it states... Thkilav is
Hakadosh Baruch Hu as it states...
We've seen a couple of segulos for thidadassim are Hakadosh Baruch Hu...
mitzvos of succos, and there ar&he aravosare Hakadosh Baruch Hu..."
countless more. The mitzvos ardhe Midrash bringgesukimto prove it.
precious treasures, to help us in thishis is because the four species
world and the next. represent the four letters of Hashem's
holy nameHavayah
The Four Minim and the Four Letters of
Hashem's Holy Name Based on these ideas, Rebbe Naftali of

The Beis Yosef (651) says: The RikantRopshitzzy'a explains thepasuk x5 % 'n
saw in his dream Rabbeinu Yitzchak™, "Hashem is with me, and | am not
Ashkenazi. Rabbeinu Yitzchakafraid." He teaches’ 'n, "Since Hashem
Ashkanazi was writing Hashem's holys in my hands [as | hold the fouminimn
name, but the finahehwas distant from ™ x5 | have nothing to fear.”
the first three letters. The Rikanti didn’teveyacholHashem is in his hand, and
know the dream’s interpretation. The  he can attain all his desires. -

next day, he saw Rabbeinu Yitzchak

Ashkenazi carrying theesrog distant This idea is beyond our understanding.
from the lulav. Then he understood thaVe only quote these holy words so we
meaning of the dream. He told Relshould have a small indication of the
Yitzchak Ashkanazi that the fouminim greatness of the mitzvah of the four
represent the four letters of Hashemwinim and the potential of outefillos,
name...and thesrogrepresents the finalas we sayHoshanosholding the four
heh of Hashem's name. One must hold minim in our hands.

them together, so the finaheh be

connected with the first three letters.” Reb Shimon Deitshzt'| (Imrei Shefey
writes, "My teacher, the Chasam Sofer

The Sar Shalom of Belzy'a adds that zt'l, would [hold the four minim
although the letters have to be near eatfroughout the entirgefillan]. He said
other, there needs to be some spatiee love of the mitzvah helps him have
between the letters. This is the reason w@ncentration. He had moreavanahon
use koishelach (lulav holders). They Succos while holding the fouminim,
serve as a separator between the four than he had on Yom Kippur."
minim, so they can represent the four
letters of Hashem's namen, being The Midrash teaches: Theesrog
together, with the proper amount ofepresents the heart, thelav the spine,
space between the letters. the hadasimthe eyes, and tharavahthe
mouth. The Chidushei HaRim taught that
The Midrash (quoted ifrRamban Vayikra shaking thelulav and esrogis like trying
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to wake up someone. On Shabbos weur minim the wealthy miser shouted
don’'t take the four minim because the brachah al netilas lulay lifted up
Shabbos itself awakens ers. the rosh hakahaland shook him in all

six directions.
Spending Money for the Mitzvos

theThe rav of the community witnessed this,
,{;md told therosh hakahalto allow this
twealthy man to hold thesrogand lulav

in his hands.

One erev Succos, in one of
communities in Europe, there weren
any esrogim available. One merchan
arrived with anesrog. Taking advantage
of the shortage, he asked for agvhen the miser man died, his deeds
exorbitant price. were weighed in heaven, and the scale
d‘fipped to the side of sin. A merciful

because when it comes to mitzvos, kig"9€! asked "Did the court place the
Yisrael are ready to spend a lot ofnitzvah oflulav that he performed onto

: the scale?"
money. (Especially for aresrog) For . o
generations klal Yisrael paid a lot of Ve have,” the court replied "and we

money for anesrog because of their Iove'ﬁjlf:cedthhIS shhﬁmke hor; d't:e’t scale_taks]_ well,
for the mitzvos. when therosh hakahaldidn't permit him

to shakelulav, but it still isn't sufficient.”

But there was one wealthy miser whq_.
refused to contribute. Since he waé:'d the court also place therosh

Everyone in the community contribute

wealthy he should have contributed thi2kanalonto the scale?”

e he rosh hakahd?" the court asked.
bulk of the money, but he didn'’t glve,,Why should we do that?"

anything. Because of him, they almos{_he kind angel explained, "He so desired

weren't able to buy thesrog to do the mitzvah, he even lifted the
In the end theesrog was in therosh rosh hakahal to do it. The rosh
hakahol's home, because he paid modtakahals weight should be placed on the
of the money. The entire communityscale, too." That tipped the scales in his
lined up at his door to shake the foufavor, and he was thereby granted entry
minim That wealthy miser also wanted to Gan Eden.
to shake the fourminim But the rosh : o L
: : This story, whimsical as it is, is an
hakahal refused to give him theesrog : :
. L : =~ _exception, because usually Klal Yisrael
since he didn't contribute —anything lves generously for mitzvos, and the
towards its purchase. g 9 Y ’ y
are willing to pay a lot of money for the
When therosh hakahalwas walking to mitzvah of the four minim, when
the beis medresh, proudly holding the necessary.

21. The Shever Mussar explains that yavash (dried out esrog and lulav) are pasul,
because one needs to be fresh and alive when he serves Hashem, not shriveled up.
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The Tiferes Shlomazt'l said that when was happy. “What happened?” the

Yidden pay a lot of money for the fourBardichever Rav asked him. “The last

minim, this grants them a good year. HEme we met you were upset, because of
explained thismny 772 as follows: a shipload ofesrogimthat was

coming.”

At the judgment on Yom Kippur, WhenThe Satan replied, “I took care of that. |

all the sins are shown before the courk, ok the ship, and the cargo is lost.”

an advocatemalach says, "The Yidden o, anvoed Succos, the Satan was sac
aren’t responsible for their sins, becausg;gain The Bardichever Rav asked him
the Satan tricked them.” ' |

. . “What's the problem this time? | thought
The court replies, “What are you saylng’?Ou sunk the ship.”

D.O you .think the Jewish people are SPrpatrs true, but somehow, Yidden
simpleminded that they believe anyth'ngnanaged to get a fewsrogim and their

someone tells them? The Satan tries B% : : :
: ire for esrogim the high prices the
entice them, but they should have be id. and the?r joy for tr?e rl?ﬂtzvah wz;/s

wiser, and ignored him.” - -
ser, and ignored even more precious in heaven than had

The advocatemalach says, “No, they they all receivedesrogimfrom the ship
really are very simpleminded, and it id sank. Now | regret sinking the ship. |

easy to fool them. Wait a few days angust increased their desire for the
you will see.” mitzvah, which made their mitzvos even

: _ _ more precious...”
The following days the Jewish nation pay

hundreds of dollars for a fruit, whose Unity
retail value is a few cents. “You see, theyt s written, mopa mer Svwers a5,

are easily tricked.” And with this claim, Al members of Yisrael should sit in the
their sins are exonerated, and they akgccah Focusing on the words, “all”
signed for a good year. the Gemara Succah27) teaches, “It is

The Berdichiver Rawzt| once met with f1tting for all Yidden to dwell in the

the Satan, and saw that the Satan w3&Me succah (Succah27).” This hints
very sad. that the succahis, o®» n>p, a place

where we increase peace and cast away
“What's the matter?” the Bardichevemall divisions. All Yidden are united and

Rav asked him. can potentially live under the same roof.

“A ship load of esrogim are coming. On Yom Kippur, everyone makes up

Yidden will make brachoson them, and with their fellow man, and all

the Gemara Quccah38.) says that thedifferences are resolved. Now we can sit

mitzvah of the fourminim are like an together in asuccah a place of peace
arrow in my eyes.” with all our brothers.

Sometime later, the Bardichever Raturthermore, th&fas EmegYom Kippur
found the Satan, and this time the Sat&bl) writes, “All neshamosare united,
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but it is sins that draw people apart.” Seery tight this year. After | buy the four
after we are cleansed from adlveiros minim | will not have any money left.”
we sit in thesuccahwith unity and peace

with everyone. The Tepliker Rav disagreed “Nothing

will happen if you don’'t buy the four

The four minim (esrog, lulav, hadasim minim You can always borrow the four
and aravog also represents the unity ofminim from another person. But if a
the Jewish people. The Midrash teachdéamily doesn’t have fish and meat on
that the esrog (which has a good scentYom Tov, and due to their poverty they
and a good flavor) represents ToraBhed even just one tear, that tear can
scholars who do good deeds. Thdav arouse greakitrugimin heaven, and then
has a taste (it comes from a date tre#je will need immense mercy to rectify
but it doesn’t have a smell. This denotes the situation...”

the Torah scholars who lack good deedgyg Tepjiker Rav once actually followed

Hadasim have a smell, but no tasteyis counsel. One year, on the first day
They stand for the Yidden who do googys g,ccos, the people in his beis medresh
deeds but don't study Torah. Th&ere astounded to hear the Tepliker Rav

aravah has neither a scent nor a tastegk someone to lend him hésrog Why
and they represent the Yidden who lackignt he have his own? They wondered.
both qualities.
After some investigation, the reason was

“Hakadosh Baruch Hu says, ‘Tie themevealed. Onerev Succos, the Tepliker
together in one bundle so they will baRay heard cries coming from his
forgiven for their sins together'MaYikra neighbor's home. He knocked on their
Rabba30:12)2 door, and they told him, "One of the

children played with theesrog it fell
\Z(_J the ground and theitum broke off."

: - he father of this household was a stern
(Reb Shimon Ahron Polonsket] of step-father, and the mother and the

verushalayim) with theirlulavim and child were afraid that he may severel
esrogim to ask whether they were kosher y y

and mehudar The Tepliker Rav would punish - the child, when he discovers
ask them to donate some money for the what happened.

poor at this time. Most people gavéhe Tepliker Rav said, "I will give you
generously to the cause, but one persomy esrog You can simply tell the
said, “l would love to help, but | am alsostep-father that when | saw hissrog |

Between Yom Kippur and Succos, man
people would go to the Tepliker Ra

22. Even tzaddikim and Torah scholars have to unite with other Yidden, including the lowly

ones. This is represented by the esrog, which isn't valid without the other three species.
Similarly, the Beer Heitev (645:9) writes “Esrog is gematriya 610. When combined with the
other 3 species, the gematriya is 613.”
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said that it wagasul and so | exchangedRebbe Mordechai davened in the beis
it with this esrog You don’t have to tell medresh of Rebbe Elimelech of Lizensk
him that the esrog fell. You also zt'l. Rebbe Elimelech said to him, “I
shouldn’t tell him that I'm giving you my smell the scent of Gan Eden emerging
own esrog so he won't feelfrom your esrog How did you merit
uncomfortable using it." this?” and Rebbe Mordechai told him

what happened.
Chazal say ‘Theesrogcorresponds to the

heart.” A good heart, as this story The Value of an Esrog

portrays, is more precious to Heavefzaqdikim said that if people would
than the most expensivesrog know the value of theesrog they would

A similar story happened with RebbeSpend allthe money 1n the world to
acquire it.

Mordechai of Neshchiz. Throughout the
year, Rebbe Mordechai would put asidghe Gemara Succah41) tells us that
money for the fourminim (which was Raban Gamliel once paid one thousand
extremely expensive in that era). Onguzfor an esrog “This teaches us how
year, as he was walking to thesrog much they loved the mitzvos.” Likewise,

dealer, he saw a simple Yid, cryingnany tzaddikim paid large amounts of
bitterly. "What's the matter?" money for anesrog

“I'm a delivery man, and my horseOnce, the Vilna Gaonztl gave his
died and | don't have money to buystudents a lot of money to buy asrog
another one.” In their quest, the students traveled as far
as ltaly, but they still couldn’t find an
“How much money do you need to buyesrog At last, they heard of someone
another horse?” The man stated a pricgho had anesrog They went to him,
and the Rebbe took out his money poaclind offered him an enormous sum but he
which contained the hard-saved monegfused to part with higsrog But when
for the esrog and gave that amount tthe heard that they wanted thesrog for
the man. With the leftover money, ReBhe Vilna Gaon, he agreed to give it
Mordechai bought a lower gradesrog away for free, on condition that the
It was not very beautiful, but kosher. reward of the mitzvah would be his.
_ When the Vilna Gaon heard the details
When he came home, he said to Nig e agreement, he was extremely
family, “This yom toy everyone is going p,qny He said that this was his first time
to make abrachahon a beautifulesrog ot he can keep a mitzvah totalgshem

while we will make abrachah on a qpamavimuwithout interest in the reward.
beautiful horse...” He rejoiced with his

sacrifice, because although the value &eb Yohonoson Eibshitz'st'| student,
the esrogis priceless, he didn't lose sightReb Hirsch of Hessimzt'l, relates that he
of the needs of his fellow man. once saw his rebbe buy a very expensive
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esrog Afterwards, Reb Yohonoson sawrRosh Hashanah passed, so did Yom
an even niceesrog and bought that one.Kippur, and most of Succos. At this
This happened several times. Higccah point, many people feel that they've
was also decorated with costly itemsaccomplished what they could, and they
“All the money in his house wasdon't feel that it is important to put
valueless to him when it came to lovingffort into the final days of the Yamim
Hashem and His mitzvosy” Noraim.  Sometimes  people are
Hoshanah Rabbah discouraged, because they feel that they

The Gemara tells us that after onedidnt fully take advantage of the holy
demise he will be askedyw® ey, "Did days, withteshuvah tefillah and Torah,

you wait for the salvation (for and they aren't ready to start now.

Moshiach)?" The Imrei Emes of Gut'| Chazal saympwrS ey, look forward for

said that the question also means, "Didashanah Rabbah. Don't let it pass by

you wait for mpw», for Hoshnah Rabbah,without sincere tefillos, teshuvah and

the day when Hashem bestows salvatiotidakah because we can gain so much
on the Jewish nation." on this day.

23. Rebbe Michel of Zlotchev zt'l was extremely poor. The only item in his home that had
value was the tefillin he inherited from his father, Reb Yitzchok Derohovitz zt'l. His wife

urged him to sell the tefillin, so they could support the family, but he didn’t want to.

Once, a wealthy person came to Zlotchev, and offered a lot of money for the tefillin. Reb

Michel turned him down. He didn’t want to sell it.

But one year, Succos was approaching, and there were no esrogim available. There was

only one merchant who had an esrog — and he was asking an enormous amount for it;

fifty reinish.

The Rebbe took his precious tefillin and sold them for fifty refinish. With that money, he

bought the esrog.

Rebbe Michel's joy was endless. He had a beautiful esrog for the upcoming Yom Tov.

“How did you manage to buy the esrog?” his wife asked him. He didn’t answer. But she

continued to ask, so he told her that he sold the tefillin to buy the esrog.

She became angry. “How could you do that? | asked you to sell the tefillin so many times;

we needed the money for the most basic essentials, but you refused. And now, you simply

sold it?”

She grabbed the esrog, bit into it and made it pasul.

Rebbe Michel raised his eyes heavenward and said, “Ribono Shel Olam! | don’'t have the

tefillin anymore. | don’'t have an esrog either. Should | also become angry?

That night, he saw his father in his dream. His father told him, “Your second deed was even

greater than your first. Your ability to control your anger was more precious in heaven than

your mesirus nefesh to buy an esrog. Because of your restraint, many gezeiros raos [harsh

decrees] were annulled.”
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The Dubno Magidzt'l tells a mashai hara allows us to win a battle or two,
There were two neighboring countrieand then when an essential and
that were fighting over a city located onmportant battle comes around we are
the border — each country claimed thalready weakened and don’t have the
the city was theirs. Many wars werestamina to fight. We assume that since
fought over the city; sometimes onave won so many wars until now, it
country won, other times the othedoesn't matter so much if we fail this
country won. round. We don't realize that everything
depends on this battle, and if we lose it,

After many years of fighting they we lose everything

decided that each country would send
forth their greatest warrior. These tWQI'he

powerful people -would wrestle eacth .. “\any people feel they fought so

other near a pit. The one who thrOWman wars with theyetzer haraalread
his opponent into the pit wins the_. y 4 Y,

battle, and the city would forever: cC the new year began. Rosh
belong to his country. Hashanah passed, and so did Yom

Kippur. On those days people did
People of both countries came to watclWhatever they could to improve their
the great battle. The battle started someays and to daven witkavanah During
distance from the pit. At first, it seemedSuccos, they also served Hashem to the
that one warrior would win. His best of their ability. Now, they think that
countrymen cheered him on, while théhey can let Hoshanah Rabba pass by
people of the other country lamented, asithout special attention and effort. But
it seemed clear that they would losédoshanah Rabbah is from the climaxes
They watched as the warrior pulled andf the days that we can earn the greatest
dragged his opponent all the way to thsalvations. We must be vigilant, and
pit. But suddenly, the other warriorcontinue our battle with theetzer hara
overpowered his opponent and threw him on this day too.

to the ground and into the pit.

lesson Is related to Hoshanah

At the victory celebration, the king saidConcernlng Yom Kippur it saysnwly: » :
ywawn wan>. The word 98 means ‘even.

to the warrior, "It appeared, at first, tha he Meshech Chochmah explains that a
your opponent was stronger than you. |

: : erson may think that Yom Kippur is
was certain you v'\I/ouId lose. How did yOLgnly a holiday for those who did
end up winning?

. - teshuvahduring Aseres Yemei Teshuvah.
| won, becagse at the beginning O.f.th%ut if one didn't do teshuvah then
g?tﬂ: | (LEt g'nrgn?r?g g]:éolmvéa?ir\gj'tg]ng erhaps he doesn’t have to fast. Perhaps
weak yantlalor'zhen | was able to overpowerl™ Kippur isn't for him. Therefore the
’ him easily." POWEf o rah says,.mwpa 1§, even if you didn’t
Y- take advantage of the Aseres Yemei
The nimshal is, sometimes theyetzer Teshuvah, celebrate Yom Kippur.
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Regarding Succos it statesyy memana 98 announced that the women should go
wawn e ov. The Meshech Chochmah home to light Shabbos candles.

teaches that & person may claim that the . ;e the satmar Rebbe told the

celebration of Succos is only for thos Sllowina mashal there was once a cit
who did teshuvahand attained atonemen ng : : y
hat sinned against the king and the court

on Yom Kippur. If one didn't do :
teshuvahand didn’t attain atonement oanIed they would all ‘be killed. They
vom Kippur, perhaps he has no realSOsnought counsel, and were told that on a

to celebrate on Succos. The Torah say§ ain day, the king passes through a
w, regardless of What happene}ertain garden. They can go there on that

celebrate SUCCOS. day and plead_ befor_e the king and beg
for his forgiveness.
We add that thepasukis telling us we The elders of the city went to that garden

should never think that it is too late. If : :
we missed the days ofeshuvah we and waited for the moment when the king

still have Yom Kippur. And if we passes through, but the king wasn't

: : : coming. One hour passed, and then
gisceoi Yo;;:d Klpﬁlljoréh;/\r/]zh S“”R:Igg: nother and they didn’t see the king. The

Regardless of what happened befor ay was almost over. One of the wise

continue celebrating the holidays, an@}ert]hzmlzrr']gsth;[nti?s'd’colltjr';rth?OCUS;g;n
you will merit your salvatiores g y P

through this garden on this day.

The Divrei Yoel of Satmarztl would Therefore, the king is certainly here. It

daven for a very long time on Hashanamust be that he is wearing regular

Rabbah. Once, Hashanah Rabbah was dothes, and we don’t recognize him, but
a Friday, and it was almost Shabbokse is definitely here. Let us call out to the

when they were still in the middle of theking, and request that he save us. Even if
tefillos. The gaba'imof his beis medrashwe don’t see him, he will hear us."

24. Hoshanah Rabbah is the yahrtzeit of Rebbe Dovid Moshe of Tchortkov ztl. He would
say that Hoshanah Rabbah is named after the 'amen yehei shmei rabbah.' Chazal say,
"Whoever answers amen yehei shmei rabba with all his might, his [negative] judgment is
ripped up. Reb Yochanan says, "Even if one has the sin of avodah zorah, he is forgiven"
(Shabbos 119). Hashanah Rabba therefore means that our salvations come because we say
amen yehei shmei rabba.
During World War 1l, the Yidden of Yerushalayim made a kabalah to improve their amen
yehei shmei rabba. They began saying it with all their might and with kavanah to mitigate
the destruction. When the Nazi general, Romel ym's, was in Mitzrayim with the intention to
come to Eretz Yisrael, Rebbe Shlomke Zvhiler zt'| said to his gabai, "l sense that the resha'im
won't succeed to conquer Eretz Yisrael, because the Yidden improved their amen yehei
shmei rabba."
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The Satmar Rebbe said, "Soon, today Simchas Torah
will be over. We think the King isn't The Zohar states, “On Hoshanah Rabba,
here, but we must know that it isn't sotheir judgment was completed, and now
Hakadosh Baruch Hu is here. Let us calheir blessings will begin. For, on the
out to Hashem and request that He saf@llowing day Ghemini Atzergs the
us. Let's shout together; yenm s penn Jewish nation celebrate with the King
anxn el and receive blessings for the entire year.
At that celebration only the Jewish nation

The Satmar Rebbe concluded, "Last yea#€ present, and when one sits with the
there were people among us who areftg in solitude, whatever he asks for
alive anymore. It's possible that if they will be given to him.

prayed some more on Hoshanah Rabbatimilarly, the Zohar writes, “When

they would have annulled the decreefjakadosh Baruch Hu unites with the

Everyone present cried when he sai@ewish nation, no other nation can join

these words. They prayed Hashem shouldem... Hakadosh Baruch Hu is with
inscribe them for a good year. them alone.”

25. The last year of his life, the Chasam Sofer zt'| said, "I passed the judgment of
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. But | didn't manage to pass the judgment of
Hoshanah Rabbah."
The early sefarim don’t reveal that Hoshanah Rabba is a day of judgment. For example,
the Gemara calls Hoshanah Rabbah "Yom Aravah" the day when we take the aravah.
There is no mention that it is a day of judgment. Reb Shlomo Zalman Aurbach zt'l
explained that in the early generations, the fear of judgment was so great, if people would
know that Hoshanah Rabbah is also a day of judgment, it would take away from their
simchas yom tov. They wouldn’'t be able to keep the mitzvah of 7an2 nmowi. In later
generations the fear isn't as great, and therefore, the sefarim reveal to us that there's a
judgment on Hoshanah Rabbah too, so we can daven and do teshuvah and give tzedakah,
and annul all harsh decrees.
Reb Shlomo Zalman adds, however that there is one indication to the judgment of Hoshanah
Rabbah in the Gemara and early sefarim. Because Chazal say, omi Yy o ama, "Succos
we are judged for rain [how much it will rain this year]," and the Levush writes, "Therefore,
people light more candles in the beis medresh on Hoshanah Rabbah, similar to Yom Kippur,
because it is the final day for the judgment for rain." Reb Shlomo Zalman explained that in
the past, rain meant life. If it didn’t rain, people would die. Things have changed in our times
since water can be transported, and countries have reservoirs of water. [The Chazon Ish
said that we don't fast for rain anymore, because lack of rain isn't a tragedy like it used to
be.] Therefore, years ago, it was sufficient for people to know that they were being judged
for rain, and this would arouse them to teshuvah, tefillah, and tzedakah. Today, people
wouldn’t be so inspired to improve their ways for rain alone. This is the reason why in later
generations, more aspects of the great judgment were revealed to us.
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The Yesod Yosef writes, “The custom i#tzeres is to love Hashem through joy.
to take out all thesifrei Torah from the As it states §hir HaShirim7:7) mm na mn
aron kodesh. Like the love a father hasomipna manx reps, “How beautiful it is
for his only son, he opens up for him alivhen the love is with pleasure and joy.”
his t.reasur.le.s, and doesnt WItthIdI'he Chasam Sofer notes that there is no
anything. Similarly, Hashem bestows on_ "~ . ) .
us immense goodness...” special mitzvah on Sf]emlnl Atzeres.
Rosh Hashanah there’s shofar, Yom
Reb Henoch of Alexandezt’| explained Kippur there’s fasting, Succos there’s
that we don’'t saybirchas kohanimon living in the succahand the mitzvah of
Simchas Torah, because on this day viee four minim, but there isn’t a specific
read Moshe’sbrachos and “it would be mitzvah for Shemini Atzeres. “This is
a disgrace to Moshe’s blessings if wéecause the holiness of Shemini Atzeres
had to add morédorachos” comes from people’s joy. They have

The Midrash says that after seven da;Psleasure with Hashem_...an_d I 'S,,nt
dependent on a specific mitzvah...

of Succos, Hakadosh Baruch requests we
wait one more day.oconms 9y mwp, The Chinuch (324) writes that we don’t
“because it is hard for Me when youake the fourminim on Shemini Atzeres
leave.” The Imrei Emes explains that theecause> % »wn ov, “The eighth day
Jewish nation should also feel that they Is solely for Hashem.”
don’'t want to leave theyomim tovim :
This is the essence of Shemini Atzeres-l._he Rambar: Kmor) explc?unsn: T uR

Smn owyy M, “One doesn’'t have to take
Some opinions say Shemini Atzeres isnthe four minim on this day, “because
calledn (seeShulchan Aruch668). The there's no need, as the essence of
Rema MiPano explains that means a Shemini Atzeres isan, gloriful.”
C|r§:Ie. All “holidays are like a CIrCIe’The Gemara Taanis 7) discusses» 5
going around a primary point. The

primary point is Shemini Atzeres”r How great it is, the day it

Therefore, Shmini Atzeres isn't m.» rains.” The Gemara - says. Fhat it s
’ greater thantechiyas hameisim great

The Chasam Soferzy'a teaches thatlike the day Hashem gave the Torah —
Shemini Atzeres is greater than Yonor even greater than that; great like the
Kippur, because Yom Kippur is to loveday of Creation. Salvations happen on
Hashem through affliction, and Shemini a rainy day.

26. The Sfas Emes says the s'chach of the succah resembles a wedding chuppah. After
the chuppah, comes yichud, an even greater unity. That is Shemini Atzeres.

It states, pnx oY pnwm awny atm ny. The Vilna Gaon zt'l explains: ny is Rosh

Hashanah, because Hashem judges us with His might. 7=7m is Succos, the day we take

a 7171 yy mo. And then is Shemini Atzerers, as it states nx oy pnwm. The final day

is a day of happiness.
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The Avodas Yisraekt'| explains that the Atzeres, to say them with immense
Gemara is referring to the greatness &lvanah because in addition to being the
Shemini Atzeres, the day we daven faday that completes thiefillos from Rosh
rain (w»).? Hashanah, and everything is dependent
on this day, there is no better day and no
Reb Chaim Palaget’l teaches: “Be very, greater eis ratzon than this day, when
very careful with thetefillos of Shemini  Hashem desires to hear otefillos.”

27. Reb Aharon Chernobler zt'l said that benching ows on Shmini Atzeres is mesugal
for parnassah.
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