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Parshas Chayei Sarah

Happiness - A Positive Attitude

n the wordsw »n 2w, “The years of descendant was awarded kingship over
Sarah’s life” Rashi writesw 153 127 countries.

nawo, “They were all good years: The Rebbe of Klausenberg added that
The Yesod HaAvodah of Sloninetl Sarah’s positive attitude was unique,
once said with immense fervor andven among thémahos.Rivkah Imeinu
amazement, 143w mw 9o thawd pw e, Said (28:46),mm2 cnxp, “I am disgusted

In Sarah's eyes, her life was alwayith my life..." Rachel Imeinu said
good! pmy: mu rmpow s ryo, Life was (30:1), ‘Let me bear children, otherwise
always good for her." | am like dead.” About Leah, Rashi

_ _ ~(29:16) writes, “She cried because she
Sarah Imeinu didn’'t have an easy lifefeared she would end up marrying
She suffered from Hagar, Yishmaelgsay...” Sarah Imeinu was unique,

for ninety years of her life, and so on. ghe focused on the good in her life."
If she wanted to look negatively at life,

she had reason enough to do so. But sh8€ Chida teaches this lesson from the
always felt that her life was good. Infl'St word of the parashah vm. The
her eyes,mawb me 19, they were all Chida writes that this word is read the
good years, and that is a wonderfu}@me way both frontwards and
level to attain. backwards. I(ehavdil in English, such
words are called a palindrome). The
The Midrash says that Sarah lived 12€hida teachespw »m »m™ means that
years and as a reward, her descendastardless whether her life was going in
Esther ruled over 127 provinces. Theéhe 'right' direction, or whether her life
Klausenberger Rebbey'a asks: Why seemed to be going in a 'backwards'
should one be rewarded for living? manner, she always viewed her life as

The answer is shéived 127 years. She being very good.

was happy her entire life. As RashiThe Chazon Ish said, "Everyone passes
writes, maw5 mw 195, She constantly foundthrough this world —some pass through
goodness and happiness in her liféhe world laughing, others pass through
Having such a positive outlook is arthe world crying. We may as well pass
enormous merit, for which her through this world with laughter.”

1. According to its simple meaning, M9 Mw 1915 means she was a tzadekes her
entire life.
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There was a king who had twoThe Yid agreed. He wasn’t planning on
high-ranking officers; one was a Yid, theeating his bread anyway, since it wpas

other a gentile. The king paid them wellakum (non-Jewish bread). The Yid fed
and did many favors for them. At thethe lopsided loaf to his chickens. That's
king’s birthday celebration, they weraevhen he saw that it was filled with many

expected to come before the king and gold coins.
praise him for all the kindness he
bestows on them. The Yid returned to the king, and said,

"I thank Hashem for giving me a

One year, at the birthday ceremony, theompassionate and considerate king, for
non-Jewish officer spoke first. Hehe shares his wealth with me..."
thanked the kmg profuse|y for all theThe klng called for the baker. “Didn’t |

wonderful things the king does for himtell you to give the bread with the coins
The king was pleased. to the non-Jewish officer?”

Then it was the Yid's turn to stand beford € baker said that he did exactly that.
the king and sing the king’s praises. Buffter some inquiries, the king discovered

instead of praising the king, he praisedhat the two officers exchanged breads.

Hashem. : He Sa.“d’ Thank vou H.aShenﬂhe king asked his baker to bake another
for creating this wise, compassionate

wealthy king who does so much kindnese" of Ioaves,ﬁgfjs tl?)aatm poison into the

with me..."

_ o _ The Yid received his bread, but he
The king was angry, "l give him SO\, ign't eat it because itpas akumHe
much kindness and he doesn't give Mgqnt feed it to his chickens either,
credit. He thinks his gratitude is just folyacqse they still had bread from

Hashem. | will show him.” yesterday. So, he stored the bread

_ _ somewhere in his home.
The king asked his baker to bake two

breads. He said, "Place gold coins intpater that day, the king's son knocked at
the bread that goes to the non-Jewishe Yid's door, and he said, “I've just
officer. For the Jewish officer givereturned from a long trip, and | haven't
regular bread.” eaten for quite a while. Your house is the
first one in our city, so | came to you
The bread delivered to the non-Jew'srst. Do you have Something to eat?”
home didn't look very appetizing, as duerhe Yid replied, "You are fortunate.
to the many coins inside it didn't bakeyour father sent this bread to me." The

well, and it came out lopsided. Theson ate the bread, became ill, and died.
non-Jewish officer said to the Yid, "Can

we exchange breads? I'll will take your3his story reminds us that all good
and you'll take mine." comes from Hashem. Even if other
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people give you good things, it is alsaill be happy with the portion Hashem
from Hashem. So direct your gratitude tgives you, and you will proclaimyw 153
Him. With this awareness in mind you nawb “all years of your life are good.”

Time — a Precious Commodity

Time is our most precious commoditycertain day, and someone offers him
We can earn so much, from eachillions if he agrees to die one day
moment of our life. Unfortunately, earlier, | am certain he won't accept the
people lose sight, and they foolishlymoney, despite the large amount of
waste precious time. money that's being offered. So, if a day
of life is so precious to you, how do you
waste a day with idleness? ... He is
the maw described inChazal (Chagigah

"For Hashem's sake! Steer far away frofl) 'Who loses everything that's given to
idleness foma), as distant as an arrowhim.” Because time is a precious gift,
shot... If people would see someon@!ven to us from Hashem. With time one
throwing sacks of money into the segta@n know Hashem, attain perfection and
they would call him insane. The persofOrTect one's deeds. With time one can

who throws away a drop of his time andftain the eternal world, because all
engages indevarim beteilim,is even perfection is attained specifically from

more insane..." [living in] this world..."
When we study the lives of thavosand

Reb Yohonoson EibshitzZY@aras Dvash the imahos we see that they were
2:10 and 1:4) writes, "No, my sons. It'sxtremely careful with their time. Every
not good that we waste precious timgay, every moment, was precious for
with foolish things that are valueless... them.

At night, they waste their time...and

when the sun rises, they roll over fromAbout Avraham, it states (24:1) onmas
side to side and miss the lagieman owa 83, "Avraham was old, coming with
tefillah. One sin leads to the next...days..." This meang» in his old agess
Brothers! Please, awaken from yougws, he had all of his days with him. No
sleep. Don’'t waste precious time with the day was lost.

foolishness of the world. Don'’t talk idle

talk, discussing wars (who will win, whoSimilarly, the Torah says that Sarah lived
will lose) hunting, and other worthlessl27 years. Rashi writesjan® pw 15,
discussions. Those are fitting for princesThey were all good years.” Each year of
Why should you waste precious time oher life was used for Hashem’s service.
them? It's very foolish to exchange th&/e are urged to follow in the ways of
true world for a world of falsehood. Howthe avos and imahos Let's learn from
can one be easygoing regarding loshem to grasp this precious commodity
time? If one is destined to die on a called time.

The Yismach Moshet'| wrote this letter
to his son:
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The Midrash Bereishis Rabba58:3) gravestone. But when he looked at some
states, “Reb Akiva was sitting andther matzeivos he saw they all had
teaching Torah and the audience wasmilar inscriptions. The oldest was the
sleeping. He wanted to waken them. He rav of the city, who lived ten years!
said, “Why was Esther queen over 127
countries? Sarah lived 127 years, so it I8Was there an epidemic in this town?
fitting that her descendant, Esther, shouldid everyone die young?” he wondered.
rule over 127 countries.”

He came into town, and asked a wise,
The Chidushei HaRinzt'l explains how old man for an explanation. The wise
this lesson awakened his students. "Faman replied, Chazal (Brachos18:) say,
the 127 years of Sarah's life she earnesh» owmp oamna oypen, 'Resha’im are
kingship over 127 countries. Thus, it izalled dead, even when they are alive.' It
possible that each week gave her a citign't called living, because they aren't
each hour gave her a town, which isising their time productively for Torah
worth thousands and millions. When onand mitzvos. In contrast, it states
sleeps a little bit, he may lose out orfMishlei 9:11), = w2 3 3, 'With Torah
thousands! This awareness awoke thenydu will live long.' In this city, we only

inscribe the amount of years people spent
People tell the followingmashai with Torah and mitzvos, because that is
A visitor came to a cemetery, and readow long helived. When a person is
the headstones. The first gravestone Ingtar, we calculate the hours he
read had the following words engravedesignated for Torah andefillah, and
on it: “Here lies Reb Shimon ben Dovidthat's what we write on the tombstone.
He died in his old age when he was tw&ometimes, a long life adds up to just
years old." The visitor didn’'t understand. about a year or two...."
Why is he called “Reb” if he was only
two years old? And why is two years oldl'herefore, let us not be fooled by the

called "old age"? illusionary good times. Valuable
precious time is time that is used for
He figured that it was an unusual Hashem's service.

2. The Gemara (Yoma 86:) teaches, oTx Yw ™ nowxnw n1awn a9, “Teshuvah is great,
for it lengthens man’s life.” The Tzlach explains that the days he didn’'t serve Hashem

were like dead days, and not counted as part of his life. When one does teshuvah, his dead

days resurrect. As Chazal say, “His aveiros become like mitzvos.” So, it is as though he

lived longer. This is how teshuvah "lengthens the lifespan of man."

It states (Tehillim 90), 37on 722 vyaw, kindly grant us the ability to do teshuvah, anmwn M),

and then we will rejoice, 11 Y51 with all our days, because we will have all our days back.
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Chesed —a Paramount Trait

Before the Torah tells how Yitzchakadvice on how to strengthen their
Avinu’s shidduch came about, there isemunalh the ill came to receive his
one introductorypasuk brachosand tefillos for their refuah As

it states Bava Basral6:), “A diamond
hung on Avraham’s neck. Whoever saw
it was immediately healed.” This means
vraham would daven for the il

"Similarly, there were many issues [that

The HaAmek Davar says that thmasuk people needed him for], and therefore he
Is related to the story of Yitzchak'swas unable to go" to seekshidduchfor
shidduch, as it hints to the two reasonsitzchak. He sent Eliezer on this

Avraham didn't go to look for a mission instead.

fh'ddUCh for_ Y'tzchak by himself. The HaAmek Davar concludes, "The
Because if it weren't for those reasons , :

he wouldn’'t send his slave. AvraharrgiaSUk reveals ~Avraham's  tzidkus,

would swiftly do this great mitzvah— io'ighteousness. We  should know that

i  wie for Vizchak — by hmsef, D01 AT 10 N 2nd e ook
because everything depended on it. The . ]
ve over the mission of the shidduch

chosen nation, that Hakadosh Baruch- : .
: : to his slave.
Hu promised him, would come forth
from her." When Eliezer sought ashidduch for
Avraham couldn't go for these reasons_Yitzchak, the primary criterion was that
She should be a girl who doehesedAs
o2 N3 omant (1. The HaAmek Rashi writes, "Such a girl is appropriate
Davar writes, "Avraham was old, andor Yitzchak, because she dogemilus
didn't know how much Ilonger hechasadim She s fitting to enter
would live. He feared he would die Avraham’s house."
during this long trip [before he finds

wife for Yitzchak]."

503 OMMAN NN N2 M DM N3 P OMnaN,

“Avraham was old, coming with days,

and Hashem blessed Avraham wit
everything” (24:1).

a , :
Avraham’s house was unquestionably a
house ofchesed As the HaAmek Davar
2) Furthermore5aa omax nx 772 'm. The elaborated, people came to Avraham’s
HaAmek Davar explaind>a means that home for all kinds of needs, and
DN 93, many, many people, were comingAvraham would strive to help them.
to Avraham, seeking his help andliezer understood that the continuation
counsel in countless ways. Some canw# Avraham’s legacy should be with a
for food and board, some came for maiden who also excels iohesed

3. Eliezer prayed to Hashem (24:12), "It shall be the girl who | will ask to tip her jug so |
can drink, and she will say, 'Drink, and | will also give your camels to drink' she is the
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Being sensitive to another's feelings the stone; Hashem didn't give them

A sub-division of chesed is to be water Himself.

cautious not to hurt another person’svhy didn’t Avraham bring water to the
feelings. Avraham Avinu excelled in thalguests himself? The Baal Shem Tat/l
realm, too. In last week'parashahwe explains that he didn’t want to embarrass
read how Avraham served his guestsis guests. People in that era worshiped
food, and he asked his courier, highe dust of their feet and Avraham
shaliach to bring water to the guestswanted them to wash off th@vodah
When the Yidden were in the desert theyarah before entering his home. |If
received reward for Avraham’s deedsAvraham brought them water to wash
Just as Avraham gave food to the guestiseir feet, it would be as if he's telling
himself, so did Hashem Himself make ihis guests that he suspects them of idol
rain down mannafor the Yidden in the worship. That is why Avraham sent
desert. However, Avraham gave highem water through ashaliach They
guests water through ashaliach would be less embarrassed when the
Similarly, in the desert Hashem gavehaliach suspects them of worshipping
them water through ashaliach — avodah zarah than when their host
through Moshe Rabbeinu. suspects them. This way he spared his

As Rashi (18:4) writes, “The water was guests embarrassment.

given through a shaliach Therefore, For in addition to doing many deeds of
Hakadosh Baruch Hu rewarded hikindness, Avraham was always cautious
descendants through ahaliach As it never to harm or humiliate others. That
states Bamidbar 20:11) ‘Moshe raised is the reason Eliezer sought a maiden for
his hand and hit the stone.” HashenYitzchak who would also have these
told Moshe to bring forth water from exalted traits.

girl that is fitting for Your servant, Yitzchak."

Why did Eliezer make a sign with drinking and not with eating?

Bederech tzachus we can explain as follows:

Chazal say: “Until forty years old, food is healthy. After forty, drinks are better.” Rivkah was
still young (according to one opinion she was only three years old). If Eliezer asked her for
food, it wouldn't be so hard for her to give it to him, because he would be asking for
something that she also understands the need, which makes it easier for her to comply. But
Eliezer was older than forty. For him, drinking was more important, and he asked for drinks.
Rivkah couldn’t fully understand that need, because it wasn’'t among her experiences.
Chesed means to understand that people have different needs, even if it isn't your own, and
if Eliezer says he needs to drink, apparently that's what he needs. Eliezer was testing
Rivkah, to see whether she would help him, even when her own experiences didn’'t help her
understand the need so much.

4. The course of history changed when Avraham sent his guests water through a
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In this week’s parashah Eliezer is him using an honorary title. This raised
sometimes calleday (see 24:10, 17, 61,his esteem. He felt like aerx. Therefore,
and more) and sometimes calle® (see after she honored him, he is calledk.
24:22, 26, 30, 32).

Making people feel important is a type
Rabbeinu b’Chaya explains that whegf chesed There are people who feel like
Eliezer was actively involved in findingsjaves; unworthy, and unwanted. If we
a shidduchfor Yitzchak he was calleehx honor them, it greaﬂy lifts their moraL
because amalach came to help him, and changes their view of themselves.

which raised Eliezer status to be am. They feel like they are a lowlymy and
Before and after the ﬁnaliZing of the we can make them feel like ann.s

shidduch Eliezer is calledhayp.

. Man's greatest praise is his Chesed
| heard another explanatiomvfx T3): an's greatest praise 1s fiis Chese

Eliezer was a slave, and people tend tdiracles happened in Rikvah’'s merits.
treat slaves as a lower-class citizefror example, when Rivkah came to the
Rivkah however told him (24:18pnw well, the water miraculously rose up to
wx “Drink my master...” She greeted greet her (sedkashi24:17).

messenger, and not by himself. Had Avraham himself given his guests water, Hashem would
have made it rain water for the nation in the desert, and Moshe wouldn’'t be needed to
intervene. Moshe wouldn’t be asked to bring water from a stone, and thus he wouldn’t sin
by hitting the stone instead of speaking to it. Moshe would be permitted to enter Eretz
Yisrael. Chazal say that if Moshe entered Eretz Yisrael, the Beis HaMikdash would never
be destroyed... So we see that the history of the world would have been different had
Avraham given them water himself. But Avraham didn’'t do so, because he didn't want to
embarrass his guests.
5. The Midrash (Bereishis Rabba 8:5) states, “When Hashem wanted to create man...
Chesed said, ‘Man should be created, because man will do chesed.” Truth said, ‘Don’t
create man. He is totally false.” Tzedek said, ‘Create him, because he will give tzedakah.’
Shalom said, ‘Don’t create him, because he is always fighting.” ...”
The Shem MiShmuel understands from this episode that if someone doesn’t do tzedakah
and chesed, all opinions agreed that man shouldn’t have been created.
It states (24:31) oYman Dipm nran v DN Lyana Tnyn Y. The Kedushas Tzion (Bobov)
tz'| explains: Avodah zarah means thinking that everything he has was earned by his own
accomplishments. When one has that opinion, it is very hard for him to give tzedakah.
But when one believes everything was given to him by Hashem, it will be easier for him
to give charity. Therefore, Lavan told Eliezer, n»xan »nmp X1, and Rashi says that this
means he cleaned the house from avodah zarah. In other words, he attained the emunah
that everything is from Hashem. Now oYn5 mipn, there is room for gemilus chasadim to
take place.
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Towards the end of theparashah nature to such high levels of perfection.
(24.67), Rashi writes, "[Rivkah] wasThat is a greater wonder than the
similar to Sarah. In Sarah’s lifetime her miracles that happened around him.
candles remained illuminated fromrev

Shabbosto erev Shabbgsthere was a Rebbe Liber HaGadol of Berditcheay'a
brachah in the dough, and a cloudonNceé saw a woman sitting on the
hovered above her tent. With Sarah'§adside, crying bitterly. Rebbe Liber

demise, thesdrachosceased, and when@sked her about that, and she replied,
Yitzchak married Rivkah, these We used to own a sheep, which was our

blessings returned.” source of livelihood. | would sell its milk

and cheese in the market. But the sheep

These great miracles are alluded to igied. Now | don't know what we'll do.”
solely three or four words in the

parashah But when the Torah discussefebbe Liber replied, "Wait here. | will
Rivkah’s deeds of loving-kindness therbuy you another sheep." While he was
Is great elaboration. Severpésukimtalk running to the marketplace Eliyahu
about how Rivkah poured water foHaNavi z'| came to him. Rebbe Liber
Eliezer and for his camels. said to Eliyahu HaNavi, "I don’'t have

The Siduro shel ShabbosSiforesh 1, time to speak now. | have to buy a sheep

4:11) writes that this shows us that man’s for a poor woman.

greatest praise is his good deeds. Peoggppe Yisrael of Ruzhin told this story
like to tell the miracles tzaddikimang said, "This time, Eliyahu HaNavi had

perform, but an even greater praise are giluy Rebbe Liber!*
the mitzvos and thegemilus chasadim
they perform. This story shows us thatheseds greater

Rebbe Yechezkel of Kozhmiet'l said than glluy Eliyahu As we said earh_er,
chesed is greater than performing

that this is logical, because Hashem. _
: miracles. Therefore, remember: If you
performs the miracles. People deserve : )
: : see someone involved inchesed
credit for their good deeds. :
recognize that he deserves the utmost
Furthermore, indeed, the greatest miracfgaise. Deeds othesedare greater than

Is that a human being can improve himiracles, and greater thagiluy Eliyahu

6. Eliezer saw the miracle that happened in Rivkah’s merit, but that didn’'t convince him
that she has good middos until he saw them. The Klausenberger Rebbe zy'a said that

this tells us that a person can perform miracles, yet still have bad middos.

7. Rebbe Liber of Berditchev taught:

Chazal tell us that answering amen is mesugal for arichus yamim (longevity). Rebbe Liber

said that each amen has this segulah, but there are two amens that are particularly

conducive for long life. They are amen answered after (x5 in»>w 1nn and amen after omon

mYw no1o (said in Maariv of Shabbos and Yom Tov).
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It is from the greatest accomplishment¥he Drashos HaRan answers that
and perfections a person can attain. Avraham Avinu’s family had exceptional
middos They were idol worshippers, but
Good Middos idol worship is an external matter.
There was one other factor Eliezer waavraham knew that when the maiden
looking for in this shidduch Avraham Marries Yitzchak, she would throw away
insisted that the girl be a member of'€ avodah zarahand adapt Yitzchak's
his family emunah Because one’s thoughts and

beliefs can change, butmiddos are
The Drashos HaRanDfush 5) asks: hereditary, and not so easily corrected.

Why was It important _th,‘;"t the girl begg e see that there were two criteria
from Avraham’s = family? Avraham’s ¢, vit;chak’s shidduch A maiden who
family were all idol worshipers!? does chesed and a maiden who has

Rashi  (14:12) writes, "Avraham good middos

converted the men and Sarah convertéhesedand middos aren’t always one

the women." Avraham and Sarah had and the sameCheseds about caring for

large following of converts. Wouldn't it other people, andiiddosincludes several

be wiser to take ahidduchfrom one of other facets, such as not getting angry,

them? That would seem to be a moreot being lazy, being humble, carrying a

fitting shidduch than a girl raised in arhappy disposition, the ability to be
iIdol worshipping home. mevatef, and several others.

8. A family from Elad rented a vacation apartment in Tzfas. But there was a terrible odor
in the apartment, because something was wrong with the plumbing. They stayed for
the night, but in the morning they told the landlord that they couldn't stay in the apartment
under such conditions, and they said that they don’t want to pay for the night they slept
there, either.
The landlord agreed, and they left. But the landlord's wife was upset. She felt they should
have paid them for at least that one night they slept there. In general, she didn't think the
smell was all that bad as they claimed.
As the family were driving back home to Elad, the father received a phone call from his real
estate broker from Bialik (a town near Chaifa).
He owned an apartment in Bialik, which he rented out, and the real estate broker, who
managed the property, called to tell him that a pipe broke on his property. It would cost
45,000 shekel to fix. Adding pain to agony, the broker added that the current tenant decided
he can’t live there under those conditions and moved out.
When the family arrived home, they discovered that the washing machine broke, and it would
be costly to fix. The father noticed that all recent problems were about plumbing issues, and
it all began after they left that vacation apartment in Tzfas without paying for the night,
claiming plumbing issues.
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Nevertheless, we don’t find Eliezersvn, beauty is vane, false, external.
checking for good middos only for Certainly, the Gemara is hinting to a
chesed Why? Although he sought amethod to test a gir’'smiddos The
maiden solely from Avraham’s family,advice is to see if she hase oy,
was that a foolproof guarantee that sheeautiful eyes. This means she does
would have goodmiddo® Lavan and deeds of kindness with others... If she
Besuel also came from Avraham’sloes, we can be certain that she is perfect
family, and it doesn’'t seem that they haad all her othermiddos too. Chazal know
the bestmiddos Why didn’'t Eliezer add this from Eliezer. He checked Rivkah to
into his test to see how heniddoswere? see whether she was perfect ahesed

The KIli Yakar answers that EIiezerThat would auf[omatlcally mean tt]at all
her othermiddosare good too.

sought someone who doeshesed All

other goodmiddos are included in one ggmeone asked the Gaon of Tchebin
who doeschesed There is nothing else,t| what he should look for in a

to check for. o shidduch He replied, “Three things: (1)
He says that this lesson is hinted at iggod middos (2) Good middos (3)
the Gemara Taanis 24.) which says, Good middos”

“When a girl has beautiful eyes, you can

be certain that all her body is beautifu’'Someone asked the Imrei Chaint/l of
and she is fitting for marriage. The KliVizhnitz about a shidduch that was
Yakar (24:14) asks, “This is somethinguggested for his son. The Imrei Chaim
that we know from life that it isn’'t so. replied, “She has goonhiddos and that’s
There are many ugly women who havéhe main thing. The proof is from
beautiful eyes. Furthermore, why shoulé&liezer. The water came up towards
Chazal teach how one can find &ivkah, but Eliezer wasn't impressed by
beautiful woman? Beholdam jnn -pw that. He wanted to see if she has good

He decided to pay for the night they stayed in Tzefas. Although they weren’t obligated to
pay, especially since the landlord agreed that they don’t have to pay, nevertheless, he knew
that Mrs. Landlord was very upset.

He called the owner of the apartment in Tzefas, asked for his bank account number, so he
could transfer three hundred shekels for the night they were there.

He replied, “You're doing a wise thing. | forgave you, but my wife is still angry about it...”
He transferred the money by 2:31, Thursday afternoon. At 2:35 he received a call from
the real estate manager in Bialik. He said he found a new tenant who is willing to pay a
higher rent.

We learn from this story that sometimes it is wiser to pay 300 shekels than to have greater
losses. We learn that it isn’t worthwhile to argue over small amounts of money. And when
one is mevater with his money for the sake of peace, Hashem will grant him many brachos
and yeshuos.
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middos because that is the mosHashem’'s ways. Hashem acts with
important factor. humility, as it statesyinuy ow 5 opna,

“Wherever Hashem’s greatness is
It states (24:33-34§5 waxn 5o8% w25 owm mentioned, there  his  humility s
DN T3P MMM 227 9NN ,M37 03T oR T 9ok mentioned too.” So Eliezer didn’t rebuke
oy, “They placed food in front of them. He didn’t mention the poison. He
[Eliezer] and he said, | won't eat beforalirected the conversation to discuss the

| speak.’ shidduch

“They said ‘Speak!’ Torah and Tefillah

“He rep”ed’ ‘1 am Avraham’s slave.” It states in Pirkei Avos: “The world
stands on three pillars: Toralgvodah

The men nyv (' o =8 oman 13p) notices and gemilus chasadith

that at first, Eliezer told them that he

would speak %a7"and the word=a1 is A woman must excel in all three traits.
often used when one speaks sharp, harSie must be compassionate and kind,
words. But when he spoke it statess, excelling in gemilus chasadim She
which implies that he spoke to them irshould devote herself ttefillah too. Her
soft, kind tones. What changed? tefillos are very powerful, and she should
When they served him the meal, Eliezetaven for the success of the family. She
sensed that there was poison in his foatlso needs the pillar of Torah. She attains
(as the Kedushas Levi writes)and he that by supporting and encouraging
wanted to rebuke them for that. He Torah study of her husband and sons.
wanted to speak sharply to them, “Is that

how you treat your guests?!” But then h&herefore, when Eliezer met with Rivkah
remembered:x omax T3y, that he is it states (24:22)mne5 odman %o awsd
Avraham’s servant, who goes im 5y ovmy uen opwn Ppa am o N N

9. When the Torah discusses the Dor Haflagah (who built the tower of Bavel to rebel
against Hashem) the name ™1 is used throughout that section, and we know that 7"™n
iIs Hashem’s name for compassion. This is because although they were apikorsim and were
rebelling against Hashem, Hashem had compassion on them because they weren’t bad ben
adam lechaveiro. They weren’t sinning against one another.
However, by the mabul, the name opox is used throughout the parashah. This is because
they were sinning against their fellow man, with thefts and corruption (onn yaxa x9an). And
in Hashem’s eyes, sinning against your fellow man is worse than sinning against Hashem.
10. The Kedushas Levi (™27 "mia71 oX v 921 XY N1 Tv) writes, "It seems that Eliezer
didn’t want to eat because he knew that these resha'im will certainly place poison in
his food, as this actually happened..."
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oopwn o mwy, “When the camels Ten Commandments that were written
finished drinking, the man took a golden on them.”
nose ring, which weighed #&eka and
two bracelets on her arms, weighing tefhe Chasam Sofer and the Maharal
gold shekels.” explain that Eliezer was hinting to her
that together with the pillar ofchesed
Rashi writes, “The ypa (half shekel) must come along the pillar of
represents the shekalim the Yidden gavefillan/avodah(signified by theppa), and
[for the korbanos of the Beis the pillar of Torah (represented by the
HaMikdash]... The two braceletefn¢) luchosand the ten commandments). The
represent the twduchos (mmwn). They combination of all three pillars made her
weighed ten shekels, representing the the perfectshidduchfor Yitzchak.

Shidduchim —Everything is Bashert

A shidduchisn’t dependent on any detailkneel at the well outside the city, towards
Not on theshadchan’dalents, and not onevening...” and he wanted thghidduch
the amount of money he or she owns, to be completed that same day.
and not onyichus Forty days before the

child was formed in the womb, theX€P Chaim —of Brisk ztl (Likutel
shidduch was decided (seeSotah 2.). Yehudalh explains that therefore every

Hashem isos o 2w, brings singles 2SPect of theshidduch happened very

together, Tehillim 68:7) according to 9U'Cklgi C’;R:‘? '-'P:: n:].:n 7::"' 03 mmk.x " ~n~;],.
Hashem'’s original plan. Even Lavan ancf_|e iant - yet  finish - speaxing  his y

, ayer, and behold Rikvah came out...
Besuel recognized that, as they saL%Ir

g : . OON TP pAm LD pm Tm LGNNRS Tapn p
(24:50), ~am1 8y ‘M, “This shidduchis v 7m LT3 W nnRpe N ¥
ApN a5 M i pam Lanan, “The slave
from Hashem.

rushed towards her... She hurriedly
lowered her jug... She ran again to the
well... The gqirl ran and told her
mother’s house...” (24:15-28).

Eliezer prayed (24:12)pmmax x9N 'n
o ws? M1 pn, “Hashem, G-d  of
Avraham, come before me today...” He

prayed that he find theshidduch o, Reb Chaim Brisker explains that this is
"today." For that to happen, matters hagecause shidduchim with all their
to happen very quickly. It was alreadyletails, are designed by Hashem,
close to evening when he arrived. As ihcluding when theshidduchwill occur.
states (24:11)m3 5% 5 ym oo an Rivkah and  Yitzchak's shidduch was
»y np> omn, “[Eliezer] had his camelsdestined to finish on that day, and

11. An engagement party is called a vort, which means 'word' or na71. This is to remind
us that na77 Xx° ', the word and the shidduch came from Hashem.
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therefore everything happened quicklyChazon Ish replied, “You've done
so it would occur: enoughhishtadlus Now let Hashem run

_ the world, as He plans it.”

Lavan and Besuel saiélyu 85 m377 8y 'in He didn't end up marrying that girl, but

T W TN 2, "'The matter is froM he married someone else — the girl that
Hashem. We can't speak with you good was destined for him

or bad." The Rashbam explains that they
were saying, “Neither building theMany years later, it was the day of the
shidduchnor destroying it is in our hand,bris of Reb Naftali's great-grandson. He
because regardless whether we want it @avened in avasikin minyan, they gave
not, Hakadosh Baruch Hu is doing thig)im an aliyah in honor of thesimchah
and He has the ability.” Hashem, alon@nd everyone shouted “Mazal Tov!”
makes shidduchim and nothing can After the tefillah, he said that he wished
prevent Hashem’s plan from happeninghey wouldn’t have given him thaliyah.
His childhood friend, who never had
Therefore, although one must d@hijidren, was in the beis medresh. This
hishtadlus ~ one  shouldn’t  becomefriend married that woman he so much
anxious and worried? wanted to marry years back. Now he

Someone asked the Satmar Rehhd realizes the miracle Hashem performed

what is the degree ofishtadlusneeded ©f Nim by preventing him from

for shidduchim He replied, “Speak with marrying her. Otherwige, he Woyld be
a shadchanonce a week.” barren... And now he is celebrating the

bris of his great-grandson."
After_the war, Reb Naft_all Nebe_ntzat I. The Midrash Yayikra Rabba8:1) states
remained the sole survivor of his family.
There was ashidduchhe wanted, and heA princess(xmmin) asked Reb Yossi bar
madehishtadlusbut it wasn’t happening. Chalafta, "In how many days did
He asked the Chazon Ish whether hdakadosh Baruch Hu make His world?"
should do some mordiishtadlus The Reb Yossi Chalafta answered, "Six days,

12. The Beis Yisrael zt'l would say virm X 11D 2p™ DY LITTYZ VPN VIV T LIIP'D YN,
"When the right minute comes, it happens in less than a minute."
13. As an older bachur, someone came to the Chazon Ish and said, "What will be with

me? I'm already twenty-eight and | still didn't find my shidduch!"
The Chazon Ish asked, "How many do you need?"
"Just one."

"One there will be."

An older bachur said to the Chazon Ish, "I have one big kasha (difficulty/question); as Chazal
say that a shidduch is kashin (difficult) like kriyas Yam Suf."

The Chazon Ish replied, "The kasha of the Yam Suf was resolved in the end. Your present
kashah will be resolved too."
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as it statespmwn nx 'momwp ow mnew > Creation  until  today, the chacham
PINT NN, replied, “Hakadosh Baruch Hu makes

ladders. He elevates one and lowers

another. As it statesTehillim 75:8);>

2 m Soer monow opdy "Hashem is the

rHakadosh Baruch Hu makegudge. He lowers this one and raises

shidduchim The daughter of Ploni that one.”
should marryPloni..."

She asked, "And from then until now
what does He do?"

We see that there are two opinions
She said, "That's all? | can do that aggarding what Hashem does since

well. | have many slaves and manyreation until today. Either Hashem is
maidservants. | can match them up imaking shidduchim or Hashem makes
a moment." ladders, raising some, lowering others.

_ o Some explain that these two explanations

Reb Yossi replied, "It seems easy 10 yOUyg req|ly saying the same thing. Hashem
but for Hakadosh Baruch Hu, it's ags makingshidduchimfor people, but for

difficult as kriyas Yam Suf. shidduchimto occur, Hashem sometimes

The Midrash states that she gathered§€ds to lower some and to raise others.

thousand of her slaves and a thousand pf oyniain this, we share the following
her maidservants, and had them line U, that the Pnei Menachem (Gur) told.

In rows. She said, Ploni will marry + naonened with his father, the Imrei
Plonis and Ploni will marry Plonis" In Emes zt'

one night, she married them all off. In

the morning they came to her. One’Shere was a chassid who kept coming
skull was split; another one had his eyt® the Imrei Emes, requesting achah
knocked out of its socket. One of themto become wealthy. The Imrei Emes
had a broken arm. One had a broken ledidn't want to give him thisbrachah

One said, "I don’t want my spouse.'But this man kept returning, until the
Another said, "I don't want my spouse.imrei Emes reluctantly agreed, and
She immediately called for Reb Yossi blessed him with wealth.

bar Chalafta and said, "Rebbi, you
Torah is true and beautiful. Everythin
you said is true."

The brachahtranspired. He became from
glhe wealthiest people in Warsaw. But
then his eighteen-year-old son had an
Reb Yossi replied, "Didn’t | tell you? It accident, and both of his feet were
may seem easy to you, but for Hakadosktmputated. The only girl willing to marry
Baruch Hu it's as hard agriyas Yam that boy was the daughter of a poor tailor
Suf.." (on condition that the groom’s family

for all the weddi |
According to another opinion in the Py 'Of &l e WEAMING expenses)

Midrash, when this princess asked th€&he father came to the Imrei Emes and
chachamim what Hashem does fromsaid, "See what happened to me! A
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wealthy man like me should makdadders. In this example, Hashem raises
wealthy shidduchim | had to agree to athe rashaand makes him wealthy so he
shidduchthat isn't fitting for my son...” can makeshidduchimwith gedolim

Yaakov Avinu was going to Charan to
The Imrei Emes replied, "Forty daysind his shidduchhe saw a ladder in his
before the child is formed in the wombprophetic dream. Perhaps this is because
it is decreed in heaven, 'the daughter Qﬁdders are an essential part of the
Ploni to Ploni.” When your son was inshidduchprocess, raising some, lowering
the Womb, this glrl was destined for himothers’ 0] they will be equaL and W||||ng

When this was decreed in heaven, this to marry one another.
shidduch would have been perfectly
normal. But you insisted that you want Standing by the Side

to be wealthy. As a wealthy person, Yo coyple was about to finalize a
wouldn't agree to such a shidduchghigquch for their son. Everything

Therefore, your child had an accid”ent SQeemed perfect to them, and they planned
the destinecshidduchcould occur...”*  y make thevort that night. But the

Similarly, the Sefer Chassidim (2165 usband remembered that they didn't yet
writes, "If you see a wealthyashabeing tell his mother-in-law about thehidduch
meshadechwith gedolim know that he “She should also be involved. She might
became wealthy because Hakadod@el insulted if we finalize ashidduch
Baruch Hu knew that if he didn't havewithout having her participate in the
this wealth, they wouldn’t marry with shidduch” So they made a visit to the
him. Therefore he is given the wealthmother-in-law, and as they were
The reason they ammeshadechwith him conversing, they told her about this
isn't because of his merits. It is in highidduchthat was cooking for their son.
parents’ merits, or it's because someo

had embarrassed him beforehand.” "fhe mother-in-law made some quick

inquiries of her own, and she was very
We learn two lessons from this: (l)excited about theshidduch “It is so
Even a rasha can receive muchgood! In my opinion, finish theshidduch
goodness if he remains silent whetonight... But | think it would be wrong
people embarrass him. (2) When # finalize theshidduchwithout including
shidduch is basherf Hashem makesmy old mother. Go to her, as though it

14. There could have been another way. The poor tailor could have become wealthy, and
then they would be fitting for the shidduch.

People bless the chasan and kallah that “The shidduch should be 1o a%v.” We can explain

that we bless them that they should become similar to one another by going up — that the

poorer one should reach the wealth of the higher one. That is more preferable than the

wealthy going down to the level of the lower one.
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were a regular visit, and tell her what'shooses theshidduch but since the

going on with your son.” parents are also partners in the child, and
They did that, and the grandmother saidhey toiled for so many years to raise the
that she knew the family well. “When Ichild, Hashem gives them the good
was young, | used to play with this girl’sfeeling as though they are part of making

grandmother...” She made her own the shidduch
inquiries, and concluded, “In my opinion, _ _ _
this is a very good ShiddUCh and | The Chidushei HaRinzt'l taught:

recommend you finish it tonight.” _ _

That night, after all the guests of tivert There are three primary things that
left, the father was thinking about th?€OPle seek in ashidduch family,
events of the day, with a smile on hi®eauty, and wealth. When one does a
face. “My mother-in-law thinks theshldduch based on any one of those

shidduchhappened because of her. sHAree reasons, he may think that the
doesn’t know that it was planned beforérr‘]'ddl;Ch was his OWB . chou;]e.
she said anything. Her mother is alsg erefore, the Gemara brings three

: , - kimto show that even then, the
taking credit for the shidduch They pesu ’
don’t know that it was all planned, an hidduchwas planned by Hashem.

without them it would have also o example, Yitchak'sshidduch with
happened.” Rivkah was largely based on family,

Then he realized that he thinks he madacc, AAvraham told Eliezer to seek a

: : Shidduch from his family. But Lavan
the shidduch when actually theshidduch and Besuel saidssm s ». “Hashem

was arranged years before, when ﬂ}ﬁade this shidduch’ The shidduch

child was still in the womb. Becauseyq, it happen because you chose
Hashem makeshidduchim and enablesfam“y. it happened because that was

people the good feeling to think that they Hashem's will.
made theshidduch

. Similarly, theNavi tells us that Shimshon

"[The father] who stands on thenhasan's gpigduch who was beautiful. That too

side..." Rebbe Shlomke of 2Zvhilztl \yas from Hashem, as it statesy 1 ',
explained, when thehidduchhappened, "it was chosen by Hashem.”

the father stood at the side, and he

didnt do anything. Hashem alonerinally, the pasukstatesmax rom pm ma
arranged theshidduch w5 R ‘mr. This means that even when
you seekpm a3, a house and wealth,
Nevertheless, Hashem allows the pareniseaning ashiddcuhwhich will grant you
the sensation as though they are choosiaglot of money, even themwS mwx m,
the shidduch for their children. It is the shidduch was part of Hashem's
really an illusion, because Hashem master plan.
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You Hear What Hashem wants you to Hear don’t hear, and don't know about the

issues that could prevent tlshidduch "
Someone came to the Chazon & to

ask information about a certaibachur.

The father asked, "Does he hayaas

Shamayifd"

The Chazon Ish told him the truth

though in a subtle way. "Hisyiras
Shamayimcould be better."

A father asked themashgiach of a
yeshiva for information about one of the
bachurim The mashgiachanswered in
Hebrew, ~102 85 51, "Everything isn't
good with this boy." After giving this
devastating report, thenashgiach was

The father thought to himself, "Of cours%j éta;rr:i;glic;atneer \\;vagldcetrygosfrgrivswetg

it could be better. Everyone can improve : :
o : . . "When on the following day this father
In his yiras ShamayimThe main thing is . . )

: : invited him to thevort. At the vort, he
that he hasyiras Shamayim

He probed further, "How is hisasmadas asked the father why he disregarded his

haToral®" caution.

The Chazon Ish replied with the samb'€ replied, “Last night, 1 told my
phrase, "It could be better." daughter what you said, thatoa 85 Spn,

Once again, the father misunderstood thjga .his voice. i§n't .good, and. Sr.'e said
to mean that he learns very well, only if'at In her opinion, if the boy isn't able
could be better. And that didn’t bothef® SINg Well, that's not a reason to hold

him, because everyone can learn bettefP @shidduch..” |
The father didn't realize that the

"What about hismiddo® That's vital. Mashgiachhad saidhez &5 231, with a ',
Does he have goothiddo®" which means nothing is good with the
"It could be better." bachur This is an example how

The man was satisfied with what h&hidduchim happen with hashgachah

heard, and thehidduchwas finalized. Pratis, and information is misunderstood,
or not heard, when that is Hashem's plan.

The Chazon Ish repeated this story to his

sister, the Steipler Rebbetzin, and simple person wanted his daughter to

concluded, "He isn't a fool. He has #narry atalmid chachamA shidduchwas

sharp mind. He should have picked ugffered, and he was very impressed by
on what | was hinting to him, but hethe information he heard. Thehidduch
didn't. Because when ahidduchneeds was finalized. At thevort he was among

to occur, it will, and nothing can preventhe happiest people in the world. He
it from happening.” thought his daughter was engaged to the

next Reb Akiva Eigar. Soon though, he
As the Pnei Menachemt'l said, "When discovered that théachurwas ignorant,
a shidduchis bashert the parents are ledand not atalmid chachamat all. He
like blind horses. They simply don’t seebegan to rethink the information people
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gave him, and he realized that they weras forewarned, Reb Chaim Brim took
hinting to him that the boy wasn't a his things, and left the yeshiva.
scholar. But at the time, he didn’t plckJ st as he left the yeshiva and went
up on the cues. He was very upset at, . .
himself, and spoke with the PnePUtS'.de’ he met someone coming to the
Menachem of Guizt| about it. yeshiva to ask_ information about that
bachur for a shidduch He was glad he
The Pnei Menachem said, "Sometimesyet Reb Chaim Brim, and asked him for
to enable ashidduchto occur, Hashem information. Reb Chaim replied, "We
takes away the parent's reasoningyst had a staff meeting, and th®sh
because if the parents would thinkeshiva the mashgiach and all the
rationally, they wouldn’'t agree to themagidei shiurimsaid, 'This yeshiva never
shidduch That's what happened withhad such abachur before! There are
you. You should be thankful thateighty-six bachurimin the yeshiva, but
Hashem gave you yoursechel back. none of them are like this one!™ The
Would you prefer to remain without yourman heard enough (he didn’'t consider
common sense forever?" that perhaps that meant that he was
unique in a negative way) and the

Reb Chaim Brimzt'l was a belovedosh shidduchwas finalized.

yeshivawho served in several yeshivos.

His principle was that &achur should Someone asked the Ahavas Yisrael of
never be thrown out of a yeshiva. H&/izhnitz zt'l:

would say, "If the bachur is sent out, “We say shidduchim are bashert, but
I'm leaving too." isn’t it true that someone can speak
There was abachur that the yeshiva lashon hara and ruin ahidduct? So we
wanted to expel, but they refrained fronsee that it is in man’s hands too.”

doing so, because they didn't want tdhe Ahavas Yisrael replied, “When a
lose Reb Chaim Brim as theirosh shidduchis bashert Hashem arranges it
yeshiva But when this bachur's that he will hear information solely from
behavior became even worse, thleis friends. And when ahidduchisn’t
yeshiva decided that they have nbashert, Hashem has him ask information
choice. They expelled théachur, and from his enemies®

Rosh Chodesh Kislev — a time for Teshuva

Every Rosh Chodesh is a time fomussaf 535 /a0 pa nmy ap5 own w
teshuvahand kaparah As we say in onmi»n, "You gave Rosh Chodesh to

15. The Shpole Zeida ztl explained that each person has good points and negative

points. When the shidduch is bashert, a wide board comes down from heaven to cover
over all his faults. People only see his qualities, and the shidduch is made. When a shidduch
isn’t bashert, the board covers all of his qualities, only the faults are seen, and the shidduch
IS rejected.
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Your nation. It is a time for atonementWhy is Rosh Chodesh Kislev similar to
for everything they did." The Beis YosefYyom Kippur? Old sefarim (quoted in
(siman423) explains that Rosh Chodeshikutei Tzv) explain that Rosh Chodesh
atones forom™n 53, all the wrong things Kislev is forty days after Hoshanah
they did the previous month o525 paor Rabba. The primary time for atonement
wn o e owss npwm, and it's a day of is on Yom Kippur, but if one didn't do
memory before Hashem, when Hasheteshuvah he has time to repent until
saves them from thgetzer hara Hoshanah Rabba. If he didn't do
teshuvah by Hoshanah Rabba, he has
So every Rosh Chodesh is a time fagnother forty days to ddeshuvahuntil
teshuvah but Rosh Chodesh Kislev is @&Rosh Chodesh Kislev, corresponding to
uniquely mesugal for teshuvah and the forty days ofmattan Torah This is
atonement. Therefore, Yirimiyahuthe reason Rosh Chodesh Kislev, the
HaNavi had his generation fast on Rosfortieth day, is a special day fdeshuvah
Chodesh Kislev, so they could prevent and kaparah just like Yom Kippur.
the Churban As Yirmiyahu said
(Yirmiyahu36:9) ow wp wwnn vn3, "On  Chasidim say that one Rosh Chodesh
the ninth month (Kislev) call a fast:2w  Kislev, Rebbe Aharon of Chernobwyt'l
Sv13 09 Apan e e aem noueb oninn San woke up from his sleep and said that he
M oopn S8 m a3 ws menm an, "Perhaps saw a great commotion in heaven. Reb
they will pray before Hashem and repemiharon asked about it, and they told him,
their bad ways..." "Today is Rosh Chodesh Kislev, which
Is like Yom Kippur. It is a day for
There's an old Rashi (printed ifianach atonement for the Jewish nation. This is
circa 460) on the wordsw w which because themaw m>nn ami(the last chance
explains why Yirmiyahu wanted them tao amend the judgment of Rosh
fast specifically on Rosh Chodesh Kislewdashanah, and to merit a good year) is
Rashi writes, "The fast was on Roslon Chanukah, and the spiritual lights of
Chodesh Kislev, because it is a day faChanukah begin shining from the
kaparah similar to Yom Kippur." beginning of the month."
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