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Parshas Noach

Hasghachas Hashem in the timing of events

I n Noach’s times, most people begaighteous. If they were over a hundred
children at about a hundred years oldears old they would need to be
Noach was an exception. His firstborn righteous to be saved.
child was born when he was five
hundred years old (see 8:32). Thisurthermore, if Noach’'s children were
waiting period probably caused Noachighteous and born earlier, Noach would
and his wife, Naama, much stress arlthve to work very hard to build several
anxiety. Why were they barren when alleivosfor them all. So we see that giving
the neighbors are building families? Fobirth late in life was for his benefit (see
about four hundred years, their heartBereishis Rabb&6:2, quoted inRash).
suffered from that question.
This should givechizukto couples who
It also seemed unfair. Noach waswva have to wait some years before bearing
own pry, a perfect tzaddik. He was verychildren. The waiting period is very
honest with all his money dealings whilestressful. They don’t understand why
all his neighbors were seekingheir neighbors have children early in
opportunities to steal. The trend of thé¢heir marriage, while they must wait and
times was adultery andvodah zarah wait. But there is always a reason, and it
and Noach was honest and upright, and always for their benefit. If they could
totally devoted to serving Hashem. As ilook behind the scenes, they would see
states,m onnn opdsn 8, “Noach went that it is for their good.
with Hashem.” Why should he and his
wife be barren while the greatest sinneM/hen Yosef was born, Rachel prayed
of the times were building large families{Bereishis30:24), anx 13 5 'n aor, “May
Hashem grant me another son.” She only
When Noach was five hundred years oldad one child, and she wanted another
his oldest son Yefes was born. The floodne. Her tefillah was only answered eight
started almost a hundred years lateyears later. Why did it take so long until
when Noach was six hundred years oldinyamin was born? Why weren't her
and Yefes was still under one hundred. tefillos answered earlier?
In that era, the age of punishment was
one hundred. All of Noach’s childrenit was for the good. The Midrash
were under a hundred years when th{@argum Sheni, EstheB:3) states that
mabul began, so they could be saveftom all of Yaakov Avinu’'s children,
together with Noach, even if they werenBinyamin was the only one who didn’t
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bow down to Eisav, because he wasnthere is always a benefit earned from the
born yet. Therefore, the Beis HaMikdash waiting period.

was built on Binyamin’s property.

Waiting all those years for a second chil§onsider the following true story:
proved to be for the good. If he had beeRReb Nissen Shtitzberg'szt’l daughter

earlier, we might not have merited th&vas a happy bride, Dbecause she
Beis HaMikdash. recently married an outstandingirei

Shamayimand talmid chacham But her
Yitzchak Avinu, too, was barren forjoy was soon shattered. Her new
twenty years before bearing childrerhusband was suddenlyniftar in the
That too was a great kindness, because it week of sheva brachas

detracted twenty years of slavery in _ _ _
Egypt. Being a widow without children, she

couldn't marry anyone else, before she
We'll explain: gets chalitzah However, there was a
problem. The brother who was eligible
By Hashem's decree, the Jewish natidn make chalitzah was only five years
was to be ingalus for four hundred old. It would take eight years until he
years, and the hard labor of this exileecomes bar mitzvah, old enough to
was set to begin after all of Yaakowo chalitzanh before she can get
Avinu's children were niftar. This remarried. Until then she was destined
occurred with Levi's demise, the last of to be anagunah
Yaakov's children. The hard labor in _ _ _
Mitzrayim began. There was another 8&€b Nissen Shtitzberg came to his

years to go to fill the quota of 400 yeard€bbe, the Yesod HaAvodah of Slonim
of exile. zt'l and said, “You always teach us that

everything is for the good. Please teach

Had Yitzchak had children earlier, itme how to look at the present situation.
would result with Levi (and YaakovExplain to me how it can possibly be for
Avinu's other children) being born, andhe good. My daughter is a young
ultimately niftar, earlier. Instead of 86widow, unable to get married again for
years of hard labor, there would beight years. How can | say that this is for
twenty years more. So we see that it was the good?”

for klal Yisrael's benefit that Yitzchak

had children later. The Rebbe replied, “It was destined that

your daughter should get married and
build a family in eight years from now,
and that decree can’'t be changed.

Shidduchim

On the topic of "waiting" we come to the

topic of shidduchim Unfortunately, some "What is the alternative? That your
singles go through very hard times befordaughter should be irshidduchimand
finding their bashert In this realm, too, not find her bashert until eight years
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from now? All those eight years youThe Midrash Tanchumah, TetzaveB)
would be wondering why she isn't explains this in several ways.
engaged yet? You would speak to every
shadchanyou know, do manysegulos
hoping for a salvation. People will beginJust as the dove brought light to the
speakinglashon haraon your daughter. world [in Noach’s time], so too the
They will say, ‘There certainly is Jewish nation, who are compared to the
something wrong with her, becausd0ve, brings olive oil and light the
otherwise, why isn't she engaged yet#Me€norah Dbefore Me ”[m the Beis
Or they will speaklashon haraon you HaMikdash]."

that you're being too picky, and thaHow did the dove bring light to the
you're preventing your daughter from world?

getting married.

“But now you know that for eight years,

Lhere |sbnq|t(;1|ngfyou_lcarr11 do.’ The time foﬁe could replant them after the flood. But
er to build a family hasnt come Yely,o gignt pring a branch from an olive

You can go through these eight yearge. hecause the olive tree is strong and
without stress. When the brother is old 4,rable and could survive the flood.

enough to makehalitzah you will find _ _
the right shidduch for your daughter. Why did Hashem create the olive tree

Don't you see that it's better this way?” with a strong nature?

It states Shir HaShirim1:15),'my 72 7 From the beginning of creation Hashem
o ey e mn, "You are beautiful my knew there will come a time when Noach
friend. You are beautiful, with dove-likewill want to know if the flood was easing
eyes.” In thispasuk the Jewish nation isup. To help Noach, Hashem made the
compared to a dove. Why? olive tree durable, so it would survive the

One explanation is as follows:

Chazal say, Noach brought branches of
every species of trees into theivah so

1. The following are some other explanations stated in the Midrash, why the Jewish nation
is compared to a dove:

1] The dove represents the Sanhedrin. Just as one’s eyes lead his body [directing the person
where he should go] so do the Sanhedrin direct the Jewish nation, because they abide by
all their laws.

2] A dove recognizes its nest and dovecote. It knows where it must go. Similarly, the
students [of the Jewish nation] all know their place.
3] A dove never departs from its mate, and the Jewish nation never departs from Hakadosh
Baruch Hu.
4] All other birds jump about when they're being slaughtered. In contrast, the dove puts out
its neck to be slaughtered. The Jewish nation is compared to a dove, because there is no
nation that is killed al kiddush Hashem, and are prepared to give themselves over to death,
like the Jewish nation.
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flood and the dove could take off a@&rom the beginning of creation, Hashem
branch to show Noach that the watenslanned that it should be good for Noach
were receding. in the teivah Contemplating on
Hashem’'s compassion enlightens our
So, the dove, with the olive branch in it®yes. We realize that everything is for
beak, teaches us that Hashem platise good, and everything is Hashem's
everything for the good of mankind. compassion.

Bad Influences — a lesson from the Dor Hamabul

A bachur was having chest pains. Arthe mabul came even animals were

x-ray showed that his lungs weresinning, for they were mating with
charred. foreign species. Therefore, the animals

the doctor asked'€"® also punished, and they drowned in

Ighe flood.

The question is, if the entire nature was

sinning, it seems mankind shouldn’t be

“Why do you smoke?”
him, showing him the picture of his dar
lungs. “You're destroying yourself.”

‘| don’t smoke.” punished. Corruption was in the air,
“The x —ray doesn't lie. It's obvious that2ff€cting even animals. How could
you smoke.” human beings be expected to go against

_ _ the trend of the times?
After some discussion, the doctor

understood that it was second-hanfhe |astpasukof parashas Emorstates,
smoke. Thisbachur was learmning in- & .y, oy Somam iy weem S 93 5% A 12m

yeshiva with many chain smokers in the, . quws wy Sewr um N NN T b

beis medresh, and this affected him —,,.. ¢ “Moshe spoke with Bnei Yisrael.
though he himself never took a mgaretterhey brought the person who cursed

We see that people are influenced bijiashem] outside the camp and they
other people’'s deeds. stoned him. Bnei Yisrael did as Hashem

: . commanded Moshe.”
Diseases are similar. One person has the

contagious disease and it spreads 19¢ final words

many others. This reminds us that one 7S WD Y N
y ' . apn nx “Bnei Yisrael did as Hashem
person can influence others.

commanded Moshe” seems extra,
Chazal Ganhedrin108.) say that beforebecause didn’'t the Torah already state

2. The flood came because of theft (see Rashi 6:13). Theft means one doesn’'t believe

Hashem gives everyone what they need, and that it is impossible to take more than your
portion. This lack of emunah brought on the flood. Because emunah is the foundation of the
world, and without the foundation, the world collapses.
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that they stoned him for his sin (agven those he didn’t have direct contact

Hashem commanded them to do)? with. When he was Kkilled, the Torah
annouNCes wn NX M My WwND Wy HNw» 1,

Sefarimstate that this man [who cursed  now they could serve Hashem.

Hashem] was an impure source. About

this man the Torah \(ayikra 24:16) Good Influences

writes, p"»> ow 3o - the one who cursesincluded in our discussion is the

Hashem [shall be killed...]. The firstimportance of having good friends and

letters spell ve» [the name of the being among tzaddikim. In overt and

Christian god. This man, who cursedovert ways, good friends create positive

Hashem, was reincarnated centuries lati@fluences, spreading holiness aygitas

asyer]. Because of higishus sinfulness Shamayimto others.

ways, this man brought bad thoughts into _

the hearts of the Jewish people [in th&he GemaraTaanis 23.) saysxmman w

desert]... Therefore, it statgst ymy vy, N2 W, "Either a friend or death.” The
they stoned him. After he diedswr wa Gemara is hinting, “Either a good friend,
wm AN A My s wy, ‘Bnei Yisrael did who can influence you to become better,

as Hashem commanded Moshe.’ BecauSEchalilah a bad friend, whose influence
[now that this evil person was killed, the leads to death.

bad influence ceased and] Bnei Yisragl;a should strive to be among people
were free to do Hashem’s will with pure, 5 pelieve in Hashem, keep the Torah,
thoughts for Hashem... The Jewishq hayeyiras Shamayimit is very hard

natiqn didn’t think it was right to kill a to be among people who deny Hashem
Jewish man. However, it statesy nwa 404 dont want to keep the Torah,

=2, ‘You shall eradicate the bad from without being influenced.
your midst.” And this is because as long
as therasha is among them he is aThat why Hashem raised Har Sinai above
source of evil, sprouting negativeahe nation and said, “If you don’t accept
influences in your midst. When that badhe Torah your death will be over there”
goes away, the path is open for thodgsnmp wn ow, Shabbos 88). The
who love Hashem to serve Him and tonountain over their heads was like an
do His will. Because when one is ill, hisoverturned pot, locking them all
contagious illness can make others ilunderneath. It implied, “You must
May Hashem protect us from all bad, imemain within this camp. Don’t leave and
this world and in the next. befriend the gentiles. Your friends, your
influences, your life is solely under this
We learn from this how careful we mustanopy, together with good Yidden —not
be from bad influences. The entir@utside. If you leave, you will be
Jewish nation in the desert had troubleonfronted with negative influencesy
serving Hashem as long as this man wasnm2p xan, and over there will become
alive. His impurity affected everyone — your grave.
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Therefore, the Gemara doesn’t sey n»> emphasizes that he wasrama .pmx, a
ponmap, “your grave will be here, undertzaddik even in his generation. If he were
the mountain.” The problem is», going in the generation of Avraham, where
over there, away from the Jewish nationhere were good influences, he would
and joining up with foreign influences. reach even higher levels (s&ashi6:9).

About the generation of the flood, it

states (6:11)pn pawn 8om “The earth Hashem broﬁight t_he good people -
was filled with corruption.” It is truly Noach and his family — and the good
remarkable that Noach was able tdhimals (who didn’t sin) into a secluded
remain righteous at that time. How cafeivah — away from the corrupt world.
one be a tzaddik when everyone eldéwas like bringing them into an isolated
around him was sinning? Somehow, witivard,  distant from the corrupt,
super-human strength, Noach wasnill-influences of mankind. The old world
influenced by his surroundings, and heould be destroyed and a new world will
devotedly served Hashem. The Torah be rebuilt with positive influences.

Tefillah

In this week’s parashalh Hashem tells zt'l explained thepasuk(7:1), m5 m =8

Noach to build a>n, to make a light for 125 pmx 'renn 9mx 3 m2nm 58 902 531 nns N2

the nan, to enter then>n, and then (after mn a3, ‘Hashem said to Noach, come,
the flood ended) to leave thern. you and your family to thew»n, because

_ _ , | see that you are a tzaddik before Me in
The Maggid of Mezritchet'l teaches that g generation.’ Hashem was telling a

nn can also mean words of tefillagn  ,54dik that he should come with his
nrenn). Thus, thesepesukimteach many entire hody, with all his 248 limbs, and
important lessons on tefillah. We willyiiy a1 his emotions, into the words of
write here SOmE of the Maggl_d.s 1eSSONGLe tefillah. usb PE N N 3, ‘because
(quoted inToras HaMagiq: | see you are a tzaddik' and therefore
“mvmb mepn mx, ‘illuminate the mxn.’ | YOU will be able to daven with complete

heard that Rabbeinu HaKadosh, RecEpncentration. If one isn'tkkadosh and
Dov Ber of Mezritch explained thatt@NOr holy and pure, he won't be able to
when one doesn’t pray witkavanahhe Put all of himself into the words of
is saying the tefillah with darkness. BuP'@yer, as this is known. Just as Noach’s
when one davens witlkavanah..every teivah didn’'t accept animals that were

word of his tefillah shines. The ToraHOMfupt [so too, theteivah words of 1
urges,n>nb mepn w, let every word of tefillah, push away someone who isn't

your tefillah shine with your good Kkadoshandtahor]” (m 5w~ mwy).

kavanali (rm ,am ). _ _
“The chassid, themagid Reb Dov Ber

“The tzaddik, the great magid of Mezritzt'l taught. One should think about how
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his life and that of his wife and childrenwith all your heart, without saying
are dependent on tefillah - and especiallyvords. This is also a form of tefillah.

on the tefillos of the yamimnorai'im. In review, the Maggid of Mezritch

Our entirechiyusis dependent on proper, :
tefillos...” The Maggid explains that thisteaCheS that from the worebn we can

Is the meaning of the@asuk(6:18), nxx learn that: (.1) Orje should |Ilum|nat§ the
words of his tefillah bydavening with
TN I3 W WM TR AnN nann ON,

« : ) kavanah (2) One should pray with all
Come Into the words: You, your Sonsy, o g imbs, with all his heart and
your wife, and your son’s wife with

you.” Your entire family is dependent orfou!' (3). One’s life, and the .“fe Of. his

: amily, is dependent on his tefillah,

your tefillos. : : . .
especially on thggamim nora’imtefillos.

On the wordsia'nn i 8y, “Leave then>n” (4) Sometimes one should pray without
the Maggid explains that there are timewsords. It's a tefillah of yearning and
when one should leave the words dgbleading with all one’s heart and soul
tefillah, and instead cry out to Hashem to Hashem.

3. Rebbe Bunim of Pshischa zt'l taught that Noach prayed such a tefillah, when he
was in the teivah. He shouted to Hashem, without saying any words, and Hashem
saved him.
Because it states (8:1-2), D’pYX 72ym 72°N2 XK AWK 0020 Y2 NN A0 Y DK M DK DPYK 710mM
DMwa M DwaT XYom ..omn pwn yara Yy, "Elokim remembered Noach, with the animals
that were with him in the teivah, and Hashem sent forth a wind over the earth and the
waters cooled... and the rain of heaven stopped.” Rashi explains that the pasuk doesn’t say
“1n remembered Noach.” It says “Elokim remembered Noach” because even Hashem’s
attribute of strict justice (represented by the name Elokim) agreed to stop the flood, due to
Noach’s tefillos.
Rebbe Bunim of Peshischa zt'l asks that we don’t have any source that Noach prayed when
he was in the teivah! How does Rashi say that his prayers stopped the flood?
Rebbe Bunim found a source. It states (7:23), m» % aXwn and Rashi writes, o1 7m»
nrom nmaan nmon, "Noach was moaning and was weak from his hard toil, feeding the
animals." Noach had to feed the animals by day and by night since some animals eat by
day and some at night. Noach worked very hard. His desperation and broken heart were
like a prayer before Hashem. It wasn't a prayer with words, but a call from the depths of his
heart. His heart was shouting, "Hashem, Save me. | can't manage." Those silent tefillos
roused Hashem's compassion, ended the flood, and set Noach free from the teivah.
When a poor person comes to the door we sometimes request to see his hamlatzah, a
document from a rabbi, attesting that he is indeed needy. But when a person comes to the
door with ripped clothing, he doesn’'t need to show an approbation to prove that he's poor.
The poverty is screaming by his very appearance. This describes the tefillah of a broken
heart. Even without words, the circumstance itself is like a loud shout before Hashem.
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A counsel to daven wittkavanahis to that he is exalted above all praises and
be aware that he is literally standin@bove all kinds of perfections that a
before Hashem, speaking with Him. ThGbuman mind can imagine and
more one can imagine this, the greater comprehend.

will be his kavanah “He needs to also think about the

The Mesilas Yesharim (19) writesJowliness of man, his earthliness and

“When one is davening or performing arossness, especially since he has sinnet

mitizvos, one must think that he is doing for so many years.

so before the King of kings. A€hazal

(Brachos28:) statem us5 p7 55amm mnnw

%orm nnx, 'When you pray, know before
whom you are praying.’

“When one thinks about all of the above,

he will certainly tremble with fear as he

speaks before Hashem and tries to
appease Him...”

There are three thlngs one shoul?ln addition to thinking that he is standing
focus well on, to attain fear of Hashem

(P ns) Iitgrally before Hashem, he should al§o
' think that there is no one around but him
“One is that he is standing before thand Hashem. Even if there are other
Creator, literally, and conducting gpeople in the beis medresh, in his mind’s
conversation with Him (albeit the human eye, there is only him and Hashem.

eye doesn't see Hashem). Indeed, this g, .~ aidim teaches this lesson on the

the hardest part to picture in one’s heart »

ST . words s myenn v ur. “These words mean

[that he is literally speaking to Hashem, "

: : / that when it'sym 28, only myself and
It is hard to imagine] because the sens :

ashem, #§ yywn, there will be

don’t aid us, at all. Nevertheless, one : . _

: . : alvations]. For that is the truth: | am
who has a straight mind, with a drop o )

. : : . .alone with Hashem. Although | am
attention, can implant this truth in his

heart. He will know that he is coming tooONg other people, nevertheless, since

speak with Hashem, literally, and that héa) no one sees th_e Secrets Of. my he_art
) : : .__Other than Hashem; (b) no one is seeking
Is pleading and requesting from Him

) help me other than Hashem; (c¢) and
Hashem listens, as when one speaks wi
L . : Nno one can save me from niyarosother
his friend and the friend listens.

than Hashem; therefore the people
“After one attains this awareness, onaround don’t interfere from my union
should think about Hashem’s greatneswjth Hashem. They are all like nothing.

4. A non-observant Yid was once in the yeshiva Kfar Chassidim when they were davening
Minchah. He said, "I saw bachurim swaying back and forth. But the old man standing

near the wall [Reb Elyah Lopian zt'l] appeared to be truly speaking with someOne..."

Also, regarding Reb Chaim Shmuelevitz zt'l, people say that when he was in the midst

of tefillah, no one dared interrupt him. It was obvious that he was speaking directly

before Hashem.
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There is only me and Hashem. As il6) teaches that on Rosh Hashanah
states ( Malachim 17:1) snny =wx n 'n everything that will happen throughout
mad, 'l swear to Hashem Whom | stoodhe year is decreed and determined.
before Him." And it states Bereishis Nevertheless, Anshei Kneses HaGedolah
17:1) omn m w5 onnn, 'Walk before say one must pray every day. These two
Me..." This is the implication ofim ux, points aren’t a contradiction...” Because
there is only me and Hashem, when ortee decree was made on Rosh Hashanah
prays with this awareness; ywnn, there but for the decree to go into effect one
will be salvations." needs daily tefillos.

The Chazon Ish zt'| Mlaaseh Ishvol.7 The Or HaChaim teaches this lesson
103) would say: Sometimes one must dsom the pasuk (Bereishis 30:22),7om
hishtadlus with deeds too. But if onem=m nx nnom oy pem Smonx opdy,
doeshishtadluswith deeds but he doesn’tHashem remembered Rachel, He
daven, he hasn’t completed his obligatiolistened to her prayers, and opened her
for hishtadlus for the primaryhishtadlus womb.” The Or HaChaim asks thatem
is tefillah. 7o, “Hashem heard her prayers” seems
extra. Thepasukcould have writtenyom
This is because tefillah isn't lip Se€rvicemmmy nx mmem 511 8 ooby, “Hashem
Tefillah is a true conversation withremembered Rachel and opened her
Hashem. It is a private conversationyombp.” Why does thepasuk add that
since as far as he is concerned no oR&yshem heard her tefillos?
else is around. There is no greatéfhe Or HaChaim answers, “This tells us

awareness, and with all his heart. And his needed prayers.”

tefillos will bear fruit. _ _ o
Also, by yetzias Mitzrayim it states

One Always Needs Tefillah (Shemos2:24), om onpss o opoN e

Rebbe Tzaddok HaCoheamt'| (Tzidkas 3PV M) Pi¥' ni DTSR NX ™2 Nk DP0N,
HaTzaddik 66) teaches, “Tefillah is Hashem heard their shouts [end prayers]
always necessary. Even when Heave"rﬁ_‘d Hashem remembered his covenant
decreed something, it won't happeHV'th Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov.”
without tefillah. We see this in thefHashem promised thavosthat He will
episode when Hashem told Eliyahu t§ave the nation and redeem them from

tell Achav that it will begin to rain. Still, Mitzrayim, but that wasn't sufficient.

prayed a lot until the rain came. [He
didn't rely on Hashem’'s promise,

because he understood that the rain worfY€ Should pray to Hashem for
come without tefillos]. everything — the major and the minor,

the trivial and the essential, because we
“Similarly, the Gemara Rosh Hashanah can’t do anything without Hashem.

Pray for Everything
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In the tefillos of yamim nora’imwe say, to the coffee maker on the counter on
T 8 Ann ep, “Hashem, You are holy their own, either. They have to ask their
and awesome. It doesn’'t seem correparents to turn on the light, to help them
that we should turn to you for trivialget to the sink, or to make a hot drink
matters. However;pban nmbx pa, there for them.

IS no other G-d other than You, Hashem,

So where should we turn for our need

if not to Hashem?

ut when he became older, he realized
that this was intentional. Small children
shouldn’t have access to these matters or
Chassidim once heard Rebbe Pinchas tfeir own. They should ask their parents
Koritz zt'l pray, “Hashem! Please! Let to help them.
our maid return..." The Rebbe was on a _
very high level and he prayed constantlffOf our purposes, we use this as a
for all Klal Yisrael. His students thought:Parable to remember that we should ask

“Certainly, the Rebbe has deep intentiorg@shem to help us for anything we need.

in mind.” It isn’t in our abilities to take matters on
o _ our own. We have to ask Hashem, and
The scholarly chassidim tried to then we can receive.

understand the Rebbe’s hidden intention,
but they couldn’t decipher his words. Sdhe Gemara Brachos 26:) teaches that

they asked him to explain the meaning of 2 e ey all are synonyms for
this prayer. tefillah. The roshei teivosof these three

words isy’sw. This hints that when one

He replied, “The tefillah was exactly aSprays he draws down Hashem’s bounty.
it sounded. My wife needs help.

Recently, the maid left. So, | prayed tha# father told his daughter, who was a
the maid should return"Divrei Shmue). kallah, that he can’t afford to rent a
The Rebbe understood that for all one’sallah chair for herchasunah“You will
needs — the small and the large — one  have to use a regular chair.”

should turn to Hashem. The kallah was very embarrassed. She

Someone told me that he remembers, dgin't want to be different than all her
a child, that he was angry with thdriends, who had &allah chair.
contractors who build homes, becaudder father replied, “I wish | could help
they don’t take into consideration the/ou. But your father's resources are
children’s needs. For example, the lightmited. | advise you request from your
switch is high and children can’t reach itFather in heaven, because He can do
The counters are high, and they can’t get anything and everything.”

5. This can be compared to receiving a notice from the post office that you have a package
waiting to be picked up. If you won't go to the post office you won't get the package.
Similarly, Hashem sends us bounty, but it is up to us to pray, to draw it down.
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She took herTehillim and said many demanded to know where th&allah
chapters with tears, begging Hashem for chair was.
a kallah chair. Days and weeks passed,

and nothing changed. Apparently, ther&he party planner spoke with his crew,
wouldnt be a kallah chair at her Who insisted they delivered the chair to

chasunah the hall. The matter was a mystery, until
They were in for a surprise, becaus&€Y figured out that it was set up on the
when they go to the hall there was a first floor.

beautiful kallah chair waiting for her to : :
. : ) They went downstairs to pick up the
sit on. She cried from joy. It was even

nicer than thekallah chairs her friends Mo+ Put by that time thekallah was

: Iready sitting there, enjoying thiaallah
had. No one knew how it got there, buf, © o
she didn’t wait to ask. Ecstatically sh Chair. They didn't want to destroy the

sat down on théallah chair, and greetedeﬁ(a”ah.S joy, and in any event, there
her quests was time before thechasunah would
d ' begin upstairs. When théallah went

to her chuppah the chair was quickly

How did the chair get there? _
taken upstairs.

This baliroom had two floors, with two_ .~ trates th f
halls. The upstairs ballroom was taken bty o SIONY CEONSTAEs e power ©

a wealthy, American family. It was they efillah. This kallah prayed for akallah

who ordered theallah chair only it was (r:]hairt, ,agd she got ti)t. Int?e'ed’d fm OUfh
accidentally delivered to the first floor, "Carts desifes can be ataned throug

tefillah.
The date was the 20th of Sivan. Som
don’t make a chasunahon that day
(because it's a fast day, commemorati

t could be argued that &allah chair is
nsomething trivial compared to the many
Gther important matters one should

tmhzkir:asiizresh::u?‘anhnt_ ;:[gﬁspev(\)/glri daven for on the day of one'shasunah
) b Perhaps that's true, but it is important

planning to have it at nighttime, When It~ 4oven tor the trivial matters too

will be po 875, The people on the firstbecaluse there is nothing that we
floor planned the chuppah by daytime, shouldn’t daven for.

before shekiyah
And when we pray, all our needs can be
The American father sent his son to the W V\-/ P Y .u
. _ fulfilled with tefillah.

hall ahead of time, to make certain

everything was properly set. A Salvation through Tefillah isn’t a Miracle
The son immediately called sayingThe Gemara Kiddushin 29:) tells,

“There’s nokallah chair!” “Abaya heard that Rav Yaakov brei

d’Reb Acha was coming to learn by him.
The father called the party planner and@ihere was anazik(damaging spirit) that
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used to be in the beis medresh wheM/hen Abaya said “Perhaps a miracle
Abaya’s students learned (outside theill happen to him” he meant that
city). Even if two people came byperhaps themazik would attack him
daytime they were harmed. Abaya said teefore he has a chance to pray, and ther
his students, ‘No one should offer Rahe will lose some of his merits,
Yaakov a place to sleep [so he will béNevertheless, since it was likely that he
forced to sleep in the beis medreshjvill have time to pray to kill themazik
Perhaps a miracle will occur [and he will- as indeed happened — therefore, Abaya
destroy themazik’] thought it was a good idea to bring Rav

“That night Rav Yaakov slept in the beis ' 220V there, to kill the mazik.

medresh. The mazik appeared. It lookegrom this Maharasha we learn that when

like a snake with seven heads. Everygne davens and Hashem answers him, it
time Rav Yaakov bowed down [in his isn’t called a miracle.

tefillos] one of its heads fell off. The

next day, Rav Yaakov said, ‘If a miracleSometimes, Hashem answers a person’s
didn’t happen, my life was in danger.” Prayers, even before he begins to daven.
Hashem loves him, knows his requests,

The Maharasha asks two questions: gnd grants it to him, even before he asks
Abaya said, “Perhaps a miracle will for them.

occur..” It seems that he Wasm'fi gaye ymeps =wm 555 wems 555 | =

certain. How could Abaya risk Rav,.. ““Hashem is close to all those who

Yaakov's life, and let him go to a place.| to him: to all who will call him in

that’s dangerous? truth.” Upon first glance, it seems this

“Furthermore, even if a miracle willpasukis saying the same matter twice.
occur, that will be deducted from RaBut upon closer study, one sees two
Yaakov's merits.” As the Gemaradifferences between the beginning of the
(Shabbos32:) teaches, when a miracl®asukand the end. The end of tiasuk
happens to a person, it is deducted frofiSCUSSeS ~ someone  prayingnmsa,
his merits. So even if Rav Yaakov isincerely. This isn't mentioned at the
saved, he would lose some of his mitzvos beginning of thepasuk

?nd zcner:r:;s.vH\(()w Eo\llj,l)d Abaya cause th'léurthermore, th@asukchanges tenses. It
0SS TOF Rav Yaaov: begins in present tensexmp 535 1 amp,

The Maharasha replies tha_t Abaya Wa‘?lashem Is close to all those who call to
certain Rav Yaakov would live. Hashenhim » And ends in future tensews 5

would certainly listen to his tefillos and_ . ys, “To all those whowill call to
save him. The Maharasha addsy = pw . : "

—r : . him with truth.
o3, “This isn’t called a miracle.” When
one prays, and Hashem saves him, it isnfthe Arizal explains that the two
called a miracle, and he won't lose higjuestions answer each other. Generally,
merits. one has to pray, and then Hashem is
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close to him. However, when one truhjhave strength to bring them into Eretz
prays sincerely, then even when he igisrael..." It was specifically that prayer
planning to daven in the future, and héat saved them, and not the prayer that
hasn’'t begun davening yet, Hashem wilHashem have rachmanus on them.
be close to him, to grant him his need8Because when one prays for Hashem’s
honor, the prayer is very powerful, and
Praying for Hashem's Honor it is more likely to be answered.

After Shemonah Esrewe say, pis> m The Tchebiner Rav saidpisb mun, it's a

S ey M pnd awp e pnd ey e . : :
-, "Answer us for Your name's sake,m'tzvah to publicize this Rashi, so people

for Your right arm, for Your Torah, for will know the great power ofefillah that
Your h’oliness " ’ pleads for Hashem's honor. Moshe's plea

for compassion wasn't accepted, but

The poskim teach that when one saydMoshe's plea.that Hashem should save
these wordsbymb v wyn meps, "It rouses  them for His honor was accepted.

a great commotion in heaven." Thieur

(122) states that those who are cautiomlﬁ tbis Yveek’s plaralshagit stages (.9:13)’
with this tefillah, mrow 1 Sapm m=w, merit ml’: gm “‘;’]P “R'hl place :‘v'y’l OW'cIin L e
welcoming the face of th&hechinatt  cloud.” The Chasam Sofeztl said that

'‘nep IS roshei teivodor,pnmn e nenp
The Likutei Chaver ben ChaimNpach =, just as we say at the end of
explains that the specialness of thi§hemonah Esreipn® ey e b ey
tefillah is that we request that Hashem gnenp b nwy ,qnmn jped nwp e

should answer our tefilos for His

honor; for His sake: and that is a venJN€ Pasuk is saying that a cloud
special tefillah. prevents the tefillos from going up to

heaven, as it state€ichah 3:44), mao

After the sin of themeraglim Moshe =5 pa, “I covered you with a cloud...”

prayed and said, (a) if Hashem destroynd the Midrash learns from thigasuk
the Jewish nation, the nations of théhat after the destruction of the Beis
world will think Hashem doesn’t haveHaMikdash a cloud prevents our tefillos
strength to bring them into EretZrom going up to heaven. As the Gemara
Yisrael, and that would be a grea(Brachos 32:) says, “From the day the
chillul Hashem. Beis HaMikdash was destroyed, the

gates of tefillah were locked.” But when

Hashem should have mercy on the natiqﬂ:, we can penetrate this cloud, and the
because of Hashem’s attributes of  efillos will go up to Hashem.

kindness and compassion. Hashem said,

37> ko, "l forgive them, as you said.” Therefore, let us say these words at
Rashi writes, "Because of what you saithe end of Shemonah Esrei with
that the nations will say Hashem doesnkavanah Let us request that Hashem
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help us for His sake. Because whea greater likelihood that our tefillos
we pray for Hashem’s honor, there is will be answered.

Guard Your Eyes...

'moepa n ven nn, "Noach found favor in father undressed. Theasuk concludes,
Hashem's eyes." The commentaries giwe x5 orax mmpy mavnx omms, “Their faces
various explanations as to how Noacivere turned backwards, and they didn’t
found favor in Hashem's eyes. The Beisee their father's ervah.." Rashi
Avraham explainsy xen m3, Noach found explains, "Why does it say a second time
favor, '»pa, because he was cautious withryny, that they turned their heads
his eyes. backwards]? This teaches us that when

, . they came near Noach, and they had to
Guarding your eyes isn't easy, but eagfyin towards him to cover him, they

time one is cautious he is keeping the turned their faces away.”
mitzvah of o3y " 03335 “nN NN 85,
"Don'’t stray after...your eyes." When they came into the room, they

walked in backwards towards their
There was a renowned Slonimer chassigther. When they covered him, they had
called Reb Mordechai (I\/IOtke) Leiderto turn towards h|m, e} they were
ztl. Once, as gyungerman he fainted in  cautious to turn their faces away.
the beis medresh, and people succeeded
to revive him. The next day he came tdhe Alshich HaKadosh asks, they could
the beis medresh and said, "Yesterdayhpve just closed their eyes? Why did

almost made th&untZ (implying that he they have to turn their heads away, or to
almost died and went up to heaven). Walk in backwards? The Alshich answers

that even to face arervah creates a
Another renowned Slonimer chassid, Rgbgam a blemish, on the soul. Shem and
Elazar Katzzt'l replied, "What did you Yafes didn’t want to see, and not even
say? That you almost made 'ttk@ntz? to face, anervah We learn from this

In heaven you don’t have the mitzvah ofhow careful one must be to protect the

mnn N> (the mitzvah to be cautious with purity of one's soul.

one's eyes)." Th&untz special trick, is

to be in this world, and pass thesdhe Torah also states (9:24px on 8™
difficult tests. mx my nx s, "Cham, the father of

Canaan saw his fathersrvah" and in
It states (9:23)wem noawn nx nan ow mpn result, Noach cursed Cham that he would
DA Y 0oM nR 1 o oow Sy, be a slave. The Gemar&dnhedrin70)
"Shem and Yafes took the cloak, placestates the terrible things Cham did to
on their shoulders, and walkedNoach, but the literal words of theasuk
backwards, and covered their fatherimply that Cham's sin was that he saw
ervah” Rashi explains that they walkechis father'servah The Beis Yisraelzt'l
backwards, so they wouldn't see theisaid we can learn from this the severity
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of not guarding your eyes. It seems thdhe flood? One answer ig, mpw 1% Anno
for this alone, one deserves the cursesn nxam 1y, "The gates of Gan Eden
Noach gave to Changhalilah. opened, and she brought the olive branch

from there."
The Midrash Tanchumah, Behalascha

10) states, "The Jewish nation says tphe Ramban (8:11) quotes this Midrash,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, 'Ribono Shejnqg asks that if the olive branch came
Olam, You know the great strength Ofrom Gan Eden, where the flood didn't
the yetzer hara [How can we possibly fall, how did Noach know from the

overcome him?]' Hakadosh Baruch Hyjive pranch that the waters of the flood
replies, 'Remove him little by little in this were subsiding?

world, and | will remove him entirely

from you indﬁ‘)f!anll HaBa." '(tj ishtrue thalrhe Ramban answers that during the
Ith is fVeW ' 'CUtdtQ gClIJar tke ©Y€S:mabul the gates of Gan Eden were
therefore we are advised to take on smallaiq <o the waters of the flood

kabbaHIos:]o help”l;]sllmprove, ang ther\Nouldn’t enter there. When Noach saw
ashem will help s succeed. that the dove was able to enter Gan
In particular, one must safeguard hiEden, Noach understood that the gates of

home from forbidden sights and®@n Eden were open once again. That
influences. This lesson is learned frond/a@s Nis sign that the waters had receded.

this week’sparashah _
This Ramban teaches that even the doors

The Torah tells that the dove returned tef Gan Eden had to be sealed shut during
Noach with an olive branch in its mouthfhe mabul so the rains wouldn't go
W Sym oen Y9 2 M p, "Thereby Noach there. We can learn from this to seal the
knew that the waters upon the earth hatbors of our homes from foreign
receded." The MidrashBereishis Rabba influences, from the modern-dagnabul
33:6) asks: How did the bird get an olivedf heresy and temptation, so our homes
branch? Weren't all the trees destroyed in will be an enclave of Gan Eden.

The Golden Winter Nights

Rebbe Hershele of Zidichozt'| said that alos hashcaharin the winter, he can

the winter nights hav&edushatike chol accomplish as much as one can

hamoed This means that if one risesaccomplish bytefillas Ne'ilah on Yom

early, before alos hashachar and he Kippur.

studies Torah or davens, the holiness he

experiences is similar tchol hamoed On motzei Simchas Torah, Rebbe
Bunim of Peshischat'l| once said, "The

Rebbe Hershele of Zidichowet'| added Great Days have passed. Now come the

that when one prays to Hashem before Great Nights."
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Once, after Simchas Torah, the Beis The Rebbe replied with anashai

Aharon zt] said, "We are approachingry. tamous city of Chelm was warmed

the regular, stqndard.days O.f the yeary, day from the sun, and cold at night.
That thought disappointed him, becaus%e elders of Chelm gathered to seek a

he .yearned for the holiness of Elyemim way to catch the sun, so it would also
tovim Then he concluded, “When | shine at nighttime.

remind myself of the long winter nights, _ _
I'm calm."” They came to the following conclusion:

They will put large pots inside the

Rebbe Moshe Mordechai of Lelogt| 9round, and the sun will set inside the
explained, "The Beis Aharon was Jots. In this manner, they could have the

masmidwho learned the same amount of sun at night as well.

hours each day, winter or summer. SBut it snowed, and the pots became filled
why was he looking forward to the longwith snow and ice. The people of Chelm
winter nights? He was looking forward towvere distraught. But the wise men of
waking up early in a cold in the houseChelm told them, "This isn't a problem.
when one has to throw off the blanket td ake out your spades, get rid of all the
wake up. Those were the specidate and snow that's in the pots, and you

moments of the winter that he lookedvill find the sun underneath."
forward to." They brought their spades and shovels,

and began working to uncover the sun.

After Simchas Torah, the chassidim cam@s they worked they became hot from
to the Sar Shalom of Belzt'l and said, the physical labor, which brought them
"We're about to travel back to Russia, bdf the conclusion that they found a way
after being here, how can we return to 0 Ke€ep warm in the winter nights.

the cold Russian winter?" They wererhe Belzer Rebbe was hinting to them
mostly worried about the spiritualthat if they work hard by toiling in
coldness, and distance from Hashem'orah and to daven wittkavanah etc.
service, that they feared they wouldhey will remain warm throughout the
encounter when they get back home. Russian wintes.

Avoiding Anger

The Torah tells us that »pa 10 xx» m attained thatthen The Chareidim (9:42)
Noach found favor in Hashem’s eyes, bunswers that if the Torah doesn't tell us
the Torah doesn’t tell us how Noachow, his name is the answem: means

6. Rebbe Fishel Strikover zt'l| would say that Hashem can cause it to snow over an entire
city in order to test just one bachur, to see whether he will wake up to learn Torah,
despite the cold.
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calm, tranquil, pleasant, someone whioves three people. The first is someone
doesn’'t become angry. These are theho doesn’'t become angry. This is as the
traits that gave hinthen Chareidim said, someone who is:

The Chareidim writes: “Noach found ~(randuil) hasmn before Hashem.

favor [che] in Hashem's eyes'p .~ on of Lublinzt! taught that
(Bereishis10:8) because he was always .

.anger happens mostly in the home. When
noach [peaceful and serene]. Noach is

: : . , one is in beis medresh, and at work, he
mentioned three times [in the firplasuk :
of the parashal}j’ because when one is(generally Knows hovy 0 con.trol his

) : : anger. Anger occurs in the privacy of

relaxed and calm, his serenity will be  ~,
one's home. Therefore, the Torah says,

seen by the (1) way he speaks (2) the
way he walks (3) and in the way h 42 TPYN WA w3dN ANY P33 AUPN TNNA w33
. : g opawn. The wordwas can mearenaad, to

does things... A tranquil spirit comes
from the side of holiness. whileCOMduer, to overcome. The Torah tells us

ﬁhat twice a day one should conquer the

nervousness and anger comes from the

side of impurity...” yeétzer haraof oya. Once, when you come
purty... home in the morning afteshacharis and

The Gemara says, “HaKadosh Baruch Honce again, when you come home in the

7. M) 75nnn DPYNA NN PYIY WX [ M NiThin 19X

8. The Ben Ish Chai told the following parable: There was a king who always wanted to
know the public opinion. From time to time, he and his prime minister would dress up

like regular people and roam about the kingdom to hear what the common folk were saying.

"Where does the king desire to go today?" the prime minister asked him.

"l want to go the hospital."

The prime minister didn't like the idea. "What can we learn over there that is important for

your kingdom?" But the king insisted, so the prime minister went along. They came to a

person who was in great agony. "What happened to you?" they asked.

"I was bitten by a wild dog."

"Isn't there a cure?"

"There is one cure. If one takes out the liver of this dog while the dog is still alive, it could

be used as a remedy."

"So why are you so distressed? You can cure yourself."

The ill man replied, "When the dog bit me, | was so angry, | threw a stone at it and killed

it. Now, | don’t have a cure. That's why | am so distressed."

When they left the hospital, the prime minister said to the king, "I told you that it was a waste

of time to go to the hospital. We didn’t learn anything at all."

The king disagreed. "It isn't so," he said. "l learned a very important lesson. | learned that

when one is angry and acts in haste, he will end up regretting what he did. From now on,

| will be cautious. | will never execute someone in the kingdom before waiting a night to

think things over."
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afternoon. Before entering your homehecome angry, and then you will be
make a kabbalah that you will not saved from anger.

Chessed is a Segulah for Children

Rebbe Baruch of Zichlinzt'l came to not by day and not at night, for he was
Rebbe Henoch of Alexandert'| for busy feeding the animals.”
ShabbogarashasNoach, and he told the
Rebbe that his son-in-law still doesn'’Another form of chesedthat Noach was

have children. occupied with was giving rebuke to his
generation, and directing them on the
Rebbe Henoch of Alexandett'l told him right path. The Seforno writes that in this
that chesedis a segulah for children, merit Noach had children.
because in heaven, the chamber for
bearing children is next to the chambeélt states (6:9-10)75m n: 9onnn opdxn Py
of deeds of loving-kindness. So, if thema Mm% m. The Seforno explains,
chambers for children are closed, one cdMNoach followed in Hashem's ways to do
do chesed enter the chamber ajemilus kindness for others, for he would rebuke
chasadim and from there jump into thehis generation... Thereforeww m =5m
chamber for children. ou3, 'Noach gave birth to three children...'
From the time Noach began giving
He added that Rashi (6:9) writespy tochachah(rebuke) to his generation, he
oA owpn oy Sw o rmn. This can be merited bearing children.”
translated, opmy S eon ey, the
primary way tzaddikim merit children,In particular, tzedakahand giving loans
oo owyn, IS because they dgemilus is mesugal for bearing children,
chasadim Therefore, the nextpasuk especially, good children. The Gemara
states,ns on oy o nx oux eSe m 5w (Bava Basra 9:) states, "Whoever is
n>, "Noach gave birth to three childrenaccustomed to givingzedakah Heaven
Shem, Cham, and Yafes," implying thawill give him children who are wise,
Noach bore those children because heealthy, and experts in all parts of the
was involved withchesed Torah..."

The Midrash Tanchumah Noach 2) And it states Tehillim 37:26), 0 o 55
teaches, "Some animals eat the first hoasa5 wpm =%, "All day long he is
of the day, some eat the second hour cbmpassionate and he lends money, anc
the day and some animals eat the thitads children will be blessed..." This hints
hour of the day. There are animals thdhat by giving tzedakahand loans, one
eat the third hour of the night, or atmerits having good children. (ThBivrei
midnight, or before dawn. Our RabbiAvraham said this explanation to the
tells us that for the twelve months wheiChasam Sofert'l, and the Chasam Sofer
Noach was in the ark, he didn’'t sleep, zt'l praised it.)
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