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The Drashah Drashah

R

av Yosef Chaim, rav of the city of
Baghdad and author of the famous
sefer Ben Ish Chai, stepped up to the
lectern at the front of the main shul
in Baghdad. It was time for the Shabbos
Shuvah drashah, and the Ben Ish Chai had decided
to give a Shabbos shuvah drashah about...Shabbos
Shuvah drashos. He began to speak:
There was once a concierge, an attendant who
took care of personal matters for wealthy people.
He served three rich men in town, going to the
market to do their daily shopping and running all
sorts of errands for them. This concierge was not a
particularly honest man, and he skimmed a little
off the top of every purchase he made. If he bought
a sack of potatoes for 10 dollars, he reported that
it cost 15 dollars, and he pocketed five. He did this
every day for many years, making a nice living on
the side through theft.
One day, the three wealthy men met at a country
club. They got to talking, and the subject of the
market came up.
“Do you know,” one said, “that I’ve never even seen
the marketplace?
“Me too!”
chimed in another.
“I wonder what it
really looks like!”
“You know what,”
said the third, “let’s
plan a trip. We’ll ask the
concierge to give us a tour
of the market. He surely
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 >>
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Parshah riddles
Answers to this week’s riddles will appear in next week’s issue.

1

What are the seven mashkin (liquids)? How many are
mentioned in Parshas Ha’azinu?

2

Which word or phrase is the name of one but refers to another?

3

Which part of Yom Kippur davening requires a minyan besides
for Barchu, Kaddish, and Kedushah?

4

Can you find the nines times that we say Shema Yisrael on
Yom Kippur?

5

What do we say 10 times on Yom Kippur? Why that
number?

SERIAL >>

Chapter 3

Cholent Story
A story told in parts, designed to get children to come
back to the table for the main dish!

t

Recap: Deep in the Siberian tundra, Avremele meets a Jewish prisoner
from another camp as Yom Kippur begins. The two begin singing Kol
Nidrei, and other prisoners join. The guards approach.

he guards could not help but notice the two men singing some archaic
song at the center of a group of Russian criminals, all humming along
and harmonizing. Hardened killers, all of them, the guards approached
the group. One by one, they unslung their automatic rifles from their
shoulders and held them in steady hands.
The guards surrounded the singing inmates. They looked at each other. The
prisoners sang louder, inspired by the ancient tune of Kol Nidrei and lost in the
sublime moment.
A slight hum escaped the lips of one guard. Then another. And another. One by one,
the guards discarded their weapons and dropped to the ground near their captives.
Slowly, they joined the group in song.
The chazzan from Kishinev enunciated the ancient words from memory: “MiYom
Kippurim zeh...ad Yom Kippurim haba aleinu...”
Avremele looked around. Prisoners and guards, Jews and gentiles, friends and
enemies, all sat together united by song. It was like Mashiach had come. There was
just one person missing—the captain of the guards.
The captain was the most evil, cruel, unfeeling, beastly human Avremele had
ever met. He would shoot someone for looking at him for too long. And he never
tolerated anyone stepping out of line. Where was he? Why was he allowing this?
What would he do when he found out? He would surely spray them all with bullets.
Avremele scanned the crowd again. The captain was nowhere to be seen.
Suddenly, he felt a hand on his shoulder—the softest, gentlest, kindest hand. He
turned. It was the captain.
But it wasn’t the same captain that he knew. The face, formerly chiseled of stone,
was now soft and human. His features were transformed; he was like a dove. Tears
dripped from his eyes.
“I want you to know,” the captain said to Avremele, “that when I was a child, I had
the sweetest voice in the world. I was hoping to be a great star. But then I got into
drinking, and one thing led to another, and now I’m here in Siberia—not a human
being anymore, just an animal. But when I hear people singing, it all comes back to
me... At one time I was also a human. Do you mind if I join you?”
“B’kulhon icharatna b’hon... Shevikin... Shevisin... Beteilin u’mevutalin...”
The captain sat and began to sing. Avremel would later relate that never was there
a sweeter sound in the world.
After the singing died down, the captain approached Avremele. “Listen,” he
said, “one day, you will get out of here. One day you will stand at the Holy Wall in
Jerusalem. Me? I don’t know. But my mother was Jewish. Please, please, do me one
favor: when you make it to the Holy Wall, please pray for me that I, too, may kiss the
stones of the Holy Wall.”
A few years later, Avremele was freed and allowed to emigrate to Yerushalayim. He
visits the Kosel every day and prays for the lost soul of the captain of the guards.
And one other thing:
“Every time I go to the Kosel, I look for the captain,” Avremele says. “I’m searching
for my brother, the captain of the guards.”
THE END
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Three different angles on a dvar Torah, one each from
Litvish, Chassidic, and Sephardic sources. Can be split
between the three seudos.

שובה ישראל עד ה' אלקיך
“Return, Yisrael, until Hashem, your G-d!” (haftorah).

It is brought in many sefarim that if
someone does not do teshuvah, their
mitzvos are given to the “Other Side,”
the Satan. Does that mean we lose our
mitzvos?

Dinover Rebbe:
The mitzvos do go to the Satan,
but they come right back as
soon as one has the tiniest thought of
teshuvah. And sometimes, the experience
with the Satan makes them stronger—so
do lots of mitzvos!

Chida:
Yes, the mitzvos go to the
Satan unless one does teshuvah
for averios. For this reason, every
time we do a mitzvah or learn Torah,
we should quickly think thoughts of
teshuvah, and that way we will always
have just done teshuvah.

Rav Yaakov Yisrael
Kanievsky (Steipler Gaon):
No, the Satan can never take our
mitzvos. All it means is that Hashem
sends down a flow of power to a person
which is meant to be used to do mitzvos.
If someone doesn’t do teshuvah, the Satan
grabs that power away from mitzvos and
uses it to cause aveiros.

Personal
growth
avodah of
Rosh Hashana
This section views the procession of parshiyos and Yamim
Tovim as a ladder for personal growth. It identifies a theme
in the parshah and a related area that needs growth, and
assigns a weekly mission based upon it.

The avodah of the Aseres Yemei Teshuvah is as their name implies: to return to Hashem and repent our
mistakes as fully as we can. The work of saying vidui and resolving to do better is relatively simple, but the
strength of the teshuvah is the strength of the regret we can generate.
What is less apparent, though, is where the Aseres Yemei Teshuvah are sourced. What is the
significance of these days in the yearly cycle? From where do they derive their power?
The Jewish calendar is based on a hybrid lunar and solar calendar. The solar year is about
10 days longer than the lunar year. This means that although the lunar year has ended and
a new one begun, on Rosh Hashanah the old year is still hanging around for another 10 days
which exist in both years.
During these 10 days, we are somewhat distanced from the year that ended. We can step
back and see our mistakes. We are not totally cut off from it, though, so we can still “fix”
those mistakes. Each day of this week affords us an opportunity to repair what was broken in the parallel
days of the year.

AVODAH OF THE WEEK:
For a few minutes each day, look back at the days of the year. Find something broken
specific to that weekday. For example, for Shabbos: Were the seudos pleasant family time?
Did you daven on time? Was Shabbos sanctified? For Monday and Thursday: How was
Krias HaTorah? Tachanun? For Friday: How were the Shabbos preparations?
Then find one small thing you can change for the better. That counts as “fixing”
the day!

Answers to last week's riddles:
1.

2.

On which day of the week did the first Rosh Hashanah fall? Rosh Hashanah was the day of creation of Adam
Harishon, which was Friday, the sixth day. What was the date of the creation of heaven and earth? The first day
of creation was five days earlier, 25 Elul. On which days of the week can Rosh Hashanah never fall out? With the
current calendar, the first day of Rosh Hashanah will never be on a Friday again. Neither can it fall on a
Sunday or Wednesday.
Who was born and died on Rosh Hashanah? Sarah Imeinu. She died on the day of the Akeidah, which took place
on Rosh Hashanah.

3.

We say in U’nesaneh Tokef that all people pass before Hashem on this day like “bnei maron.” Who are bnei maron?
What does it mean? (Three explanations) See Rosh Hashanah 18a: a) a group of soldiers that walk single file, b)
sheep which pass through the gate of a corral single file, or c) people walking on a steep ridge, also single
file.

4.

We call Hashem the Melech and the Moshel. What is the difference between the two? The Vilna Gaon explains that
a melech rules with the acceptance of his people (like Klal Yisrael accepting Hashem). A moshel rules by
force (like His rule over the malachim, who have no choice).

5.

Can you find nine consecutive letters in the haftorah that are all a chain of the same two letters (e.g., ?)אבאבאבאבא
Can you find the same thing in Chumash? The words  מימים ימימהappear in the third pasuk of the haftorah
(and several pesukim after the end of the haftarah) and in Parshas Beshalach (13:10).

6.

One of the pesukim in Shofros doesn’t mention a shofar. Which one? The last pasuk, from Bamidbar 10:10, talks
about chatzotzros, not shofar.
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>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Did you notice that the story of the haftorah, besides relating to the depth of the
parshah or day, usually sounds like it is right out of current events?

Haftorah
from the
headlines
Haftorah summary
The haftorah of the Shabbos between Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur is always Shuvah, whether we read Parshas Vayeilech
(where it is printed) or Ha’azinu.
The haftorah contains three distinct selections from Sefer Trei
Asar, one each from Hoshe’a, Michah, and Yoel (according to
minhag Ashkenaz).
Hoshe’a teaches us a lot about teshuvah. He instructs us how to
do teshuvah and tells us many special things about it. He then
promises that Hashem will accept it and describes the beautiful
future in store for us if we do teshuvah.
Chazal learn from this passage in Hoshe’a that teshuvah requires
vidui said with the mouth and commitment to do better, and
that tefillah takes the place of korbanos. We also learn that
aveiros can be turned to shogegin, aveiros done by mistake, (or
mitzvos) through teshuvah; that teshuvah brings one all the way
back to Hashem; and that even one who has denied Hashem’s
existence can do teshuvah.
The selection from Michah is the Attributes of Mercy, which we
said as part of Tashlich on Rosh Hashanah.
Yoel warns the people about a great army coming to destroy them
if they do not do teshuvah. Later, it seems that he is referring to
a horde of locusts. But Chazal interpret the passage as referring
to an army of malachim coming to execute the judgement of the
Yamim Nora’im. Chazal understand the entire passage in Yoel
as referring to Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. The pesukim
explicitly tell the people to blow shofar and establish a fast day
as a way of encouraging teshuvah.

Connection to the parshah
Like Ki Savo, Nitzavim, and Vayeilech, Ha’azinu contains
exhortations from Moshe, pleading with the people to do
teshuvah for their future mistakes. It also contains many
promises of blessings or the contrary.
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knows it inside out!”
The three called the concierge and assigned him the task of
showing them around the market. Each scheduled a separate
time—one for the next morning, another at noon, and the
third toward evening.
The concierge was terrified. As soon as his bosses would set
foot in the market, they would hear the vendors hawking their
wares at prices far lower than he had been reporting and
would realize that he had been stealing for years. He was in
big trouble!
With no choice, he knocked on the door of the first rich man
early the next morning to take him to the market.
The man opened the door and said, “OK, let’s go!”
“What?! You mean you really want to go?” the concierge said.
The rich man wavered. “Of course. Why not?”
“The market is filthy, the floor is covered with smashed figs,
the people there are sweaty and dirty and crowded... It’s not a
place for a refined person like you.”
“Oh, really? OK, I’d better not go, then. Thank you!”
One down, the concierge thought as he headed for the next
house. He knocked on the door and tried the same trick.
“No, I’m going!” the second man said, to the concierge’s
dismay.
But all was not lost.
On the way to the market, he began to tell stories and jokes,
entertaining the man. In the market itself, he pointed out all
the goofy and funny things people were doing, distracting
him. Soon the visit was over, and the man had not noticed the
prices at all.
Two down.
The third was not so easy. He also insisted on going, and he told
the concierge to keep his stories to himself. “I want to focus,” he
said. He walked carefully among the stalls, taking everything
in. At the end of the walk, he turned to the concierge, arms
folded.
The concierge began to stutter and stammer. “The prices! Yes,
they are low here! Ha ha! I forgot to tell you, I don’t shop here!
The fruit is low quality. I go to a different market, where the
fruit is better. It costs a bit more, but it is worth it!”
Would you believe him?
This is the yetzer hara on Shabbos Shuvah, the Ben Ish Chai
explained. He tries to keep you from attending the rav’s
drashah by telling you it is too crowded and stuffy, too long
and boring, it’s better to hear the abridged version from a
neighbor…
If you do insist on going, he distracts you with the guy falling
asleep, the fly circling the rav’s hat, and the scene outside the
window. That way, the drashah goes right over your head.
If you do succeed in listening, what does he say then?
“This drashah was not for you! It was aimed at the frummies
over there. The rav wasn’t talking to you; it is totally not in
your league. You just keep doing what you’re doing!”

ּ שם ה' אֶקְ רָא הָבו ּ גֹדֶל ל ֵאלֹהֵינו
ֵׁ כ ִי
ּ , “When I call out the Name of Hashem, bring greatness to our G-d”

Gematria

(Devarim 32:1).

The name ‘ הis מידת הרחמים, while  אלקינוis מידת הדין. But the name  אלקיםalso hints at רחמים. The full gematria (the
gematria of the names of the letters) of the word  אלקיםequals 300, which is also the gematria of ברחמים:

111 = אלף
74= למד
15 = הי
20 = יוד
+ 80 = מם
300 = ברחמים

This teaches that sometimes we search for rachamim—שם ה' אֶקְ רָא
ֵׁ כ ִי
ּ —but it seems like there is only din. But if you look at the inside of the
din, at the full, big gematria—if you ּ  —הָבו ּ גֹדֶל ל ֵאלֹהֵינוyou will find that it really is rachamim.

This
date in
Jewish
history
NEW
Section!

The eighth day of the month of Tishrei is the day Shlomo
Hamelech began a one-time Yom Tov to celebrate the
inauguration of the Beis Hamikdash. The chag lasted
seven days, continuing through Yom Kippur and all the
way to Sukkos. The people ate on Yom Kippur that year!

This year, Friday night is also the tekufas Tishrei
(autumnal equinox) according to Rav Adda. This is
the official start of autumn and one of two days in
which the amount of sunlight and dark are most equal.
Astronomically, the equinox was on Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.
Learn. Grow.
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Halachah
Minhag kapparos

The minhag

Tza'ar ba'alei chayim

When to do it

The custom of kapparos is an ancient one, dating back to
the times of the Geonim. Although the Shulchan Aruch
was against it, the Rema supports it and says one should
do it.
It is preferable to use a male chicken for males and a
female chicken for females, but it is hard to tell them
apart (females can also have the red hat). It is customary
to use a white chicken to indicate that our sins should be
whitened, but one may not work too hard to get a white
one, because that is what idol worshippers do.
The Rema advises that expectant women use only two
chickens—a male for the baby if it is male, and a female
for herself and the baby if it is a girl. We are not strict to
have a separate one for the baby, because that is a halachah
that applies to a Korban Chatas, and we want to make sure
kapparos are not confused with a real Korban Chatas. A
large family can use just one male for all the boys and one
female for all the girls.
It is just as good to use money or even fish for kapparos,
and one may change their minhag freely. The Magen
Avraham refers to people who did kapparos with bean
plants and threw them in the river afterward.

It is very important to prevent unnecessary pain
to the chickens for the sake of the minhag. Tza’ar
ba’alei chayim may be a d’Oraysa. Many chickens
are stored in hot, crowded cages which are thrown,
flipped, or dumped out. Although chickens going
to the market are also mishandled, that does not
change the halachah.
Additionally, chickens that are thrown or are in
a crate that is dropped more than 10 tefachim are
presumed in halachah to be treif unless they live
24 hours afterward or walk four amos. No amount
of checking the chicken after slaughter changes
that halachah. It is considered a bad omen if one’s
kapparos chicken is treif.

Many are makpid to do kapparos early in the
morning of Erev Yom Kippur because it is
a special time of mercy and the time when
the Arizal’s kapparos were slaughtered.
This should not come at the expense of
having strength to fast or daven properly on
Yom Kippur. It should also not lend itself
to shechitah done in a dark and crowded
environment, which can lead to treif chickens
being eaten. Some point out that the time of
mercy is every morning, not just Erev Yom
Kippur, and it is not brought that the Arizal
did kapparos at that time, but that he had the
chickens slaughtered at that time. The time
for kapparos is all of the days between Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. If one missed the
time, he can do it until Hoshana Rabbah.

The last word
A one-liner worth
remembering

"Anyone who learns mussar is considered like he
has done teshuvah."
—Rav Yisrael Salanter
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