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DVAR TORAH IN A STORY >>

The Honor of a Jew
ָרֵאל... ה בְיִׂשְ ים וַיִַּחר לֶָהם ְמאֹד ּכִי נְבָלָה עָׂשָ   ,וַיְִּתעַצְּבוּ ָהֲאנָׁשִ
ה  And the men were very sad and upset because“ ,וְכֵן לֹא יֵעָׂשֶ
it was a horrible thing to do to Yisrael...and such a thing should 
never be done” (Bereishis 34:7).
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Every year on Friday night of Parshas Vayishlach, 
yeshivah students from all over Yerushalayim 
gather in the home of Rav Baruch Mordechai 
Ezrachi, rosh yeshivah of Yeshiva Ateres Yisrael 

in Bayit Vegan. Rav Baruch Mordechai relates the 
following story at length, sometimes stretching it for 

three or more hours.
Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, author of the groundbreaking 
sefer Beis Halevi, was the father of the Torah dynasty of 
Brisk. He was a rosh yeshivah in Volozhin and rav of the big city 
of Slutzk and was widely considered to be one of the gedolei 
hador.
Like many other gedolim of the time, the Beis Halevi had the 
custom to go into self-imposed galus from time to time. He 
would remove his frock coat and rabbinical hat, dress in a 
simple jacket and cap, and leave his home, yeshivah, city, and 
rabbinical post for a long period of travel, unrecognized by 
anyone.
One cold winter evening, as the Beis Halevi walked the frozen 
roads of Eastern Europe, a winter storm blew up. Within 
minutes, the Beis Halevi found himself pummeled by powerful 

winds and blinded by thick, driving snow. The massive 
blizzard reduced visibility to near zero, covered 

everything in a fast-growing layer of white, 
and made it very difficult to walk. 

Snowstorms were common 
in the area, but this one 

was uniquely ferocious. 
Before long, the Beis 
Halevi could hardly 
walk. The winds bit 

into him and chilled 
him to the bone. He 

needed to find 
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Answers to this week’s riddles will appear in next week’s issue.

Parshah riddles
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Which 13 people died in this week’s 
parshah?

Who was given different names by his mother 
and father? How can the two names fit together 

as one (see Ramban)?
Can you find a pasuk in which every single word 

ends with the same letter?
Which word is used in both the masculine and 
feminine form in two consecutive words? Can you 
think of any other words that can take both the 
masculine and feminine form (see Rashi)?

Where do we find the same word repeated seven 
times in a row with only one word between each 

set of repetitions (i.e., 14 words in which every 
other word is the same repeated word)?

What is a nezem? Can you find two places 
where it is definitely an earring and one 

place where it is definitely a nose ring?



Cholent Story
A story told in parts, designed to get children to come 
back to the table for the main dish!

DVAR TORAH >>

Litvak,  
Chassid, 
Sephardi

2

Three different angles on a dvar Torah, one each from Litvish, 
Chassidic, and Sephardic sources. Can be split between the three 
seudos.

ו ֶאל ַהּמֲַחנֶה ָהַאַחת וְִהּכָהוּ וְָהיָה  וַיֹּאֶמר ִאם יָבוֹא עֵׂשָ
לְִפלֵיָטה ָאר  ַהנִּׁשְ  And he said, ‘If Eisav will“ ,ַהּמֲַחנֶה 
come and strike one of the camps, the other will escape” 

(ibid. 32:9).

כי אלחם  והיה המחנה הנשאר לפליטה. על כרחו, 
 ,The other will escape no matter what he does“ ,עמו

because I will battle him” (Rashi, ad loc.).

Why was Yaakov so sure the second 
camp would escape? Couldn’t Eisav and 

his men catch and kill both camps?

Learn. Grow. Join the fun!

Moishe Yehudah sighed deeply. “And now, Beirish’l, let me tell 
you what has happened to me in all this time.
“We lost track of each other when we left cheder and went to 

yeshivah. I found a good yeshivah and settled there, learning 
well for a number of years, until it was time to marry. A shidduch was 

suggested with the daughter of a well-to-do hotel owner in a different city, 
and we met. The hotelier promised to support me in learning until his 
death, after which he would leave the hotel in my hands to run and profit 
from.
“We were married with great simcha, and we moved into the hotel with my 
in-laws. Life was good. We had beautiful rooms and excellent food. All our 
basic needs were provided, and my father-in-law even gave us money to 
use for personal purchases. My wife worked at the hotel with her parents, 
and I learned full-time.
“After a while, I became known to the frequent guests at the hotel as an 
honest and wise man. Some of them began asking me to judge or arbitrate 
arguments they were having over money. They were happy with my 
compromises and decisions, and I was paid well for my efforts. It was nice 
to earn a little money of my own.
“Soon, many guests at the hotel were asking for my help. I was enjoying 
the chance to help people and put my good head to use making money, and 
I didn’t notice that it was taking more and more of my time and interfering 
with my learning. What did bother me, though, was that I realized that a 
lot of the people asking me for help deciding their arguments were thieves. 
The money they were fighting over was the loot from robberies, break-ins, 
and highway heists!
“I wanted to stop helping them, but I was in it too deeply. The bandits often 
stopped at the hotel, and they wouldn’t take no for an answer. I had heard 
too much about their crimes, and I knew too much. They couldn’t let me go 
to the police. And I couldn’t get away from them, because we had no other 
place to live—we depended on my in-laws for everything.
“They got into the habit of sharing everything with me, thinking that the 
more I knew, the better I could help them decide how to split their loot. 
There were no secrets. They would come back from a ‘job’ and sit around 
drinking, and I had to sit and listen to them recount their attacks, beatings, 
and murders. These were very violent and rough men, and I heard these 
tales every night. I couldn’t get away.
“But I never committed any crime myself—until one night, after we had all 
gone to bed, there was a knock on my window. I woke from the sound and 
saw a panicked face through the glass.”

M

The gang leader releases the prisoners and returns to Reb Beirish, who 
discovers that he is an old friend from cheder. They begin to exchange life 
stories.

TO BE CONTINUED...

   SERIAL >>  Chapter 7

In Parshas Toldos, Chazal say Rivkah 
had a nevuah that Yaakov and Eisav 
would die on the same day. Therefore, 
Yaakov placed the two camps a full 
day’s travel apart from each other and 
presented himself to Eisav first. Even 
if Eisav would manage to kill Yaakov, 
he would never make it to the second 
camp since he would have to die the 
same day!

Ibn Ezra: 

Nachal Kedumim, Maharil Diskin: 

text  

Ostrovtza Rebbe: 
Yaakov was only afraid of the great 
zechus of kibbud av that Eisav had. 
But if Eisav would kill him, that would 
cause tremendous pain to Yitzchak, 
and the zechus would be gone—so the 
second camp would certainly escape.

Yaakov knew that either he or some of 
his children would certainly survive 
since Hashem had promised him, 
“V’hayah zaracha k’afar ha’aretz—
And your offspring shall be like the 
dust of the earth.”
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Parshah summary

Parshas Vayishlach solidifies and seals the position of Klal Yisrael as a unique, 
separate entity from the nations of the world, isolated and at times at odds with 
the peoples around us.
Yaakov successfully handles a contentious interaction with Eisav, only to wind 
up in another difficult situation, with Shechem. He worries about relations with 
the other nations in the area as well (the Me’am Lo’ez details the lengthy battles 
that the Shevatim fought against them). Yaakov and Edom separate and settle in 
disparate geographic regions, and the parshah details the separate political and 
social history of Edom. Yaakov battles the sar of Eisav in a struggle symbolic of 
that of years to come.
The last of the 12 Shevatim is born, and the makeup of Klal Yisrael is sealed. The 
name Yisrael is given. Previous generations pass on, and the stage is set for the 
long story about to unfold: that of Klal Yisrael among the nations.

1. It is difficult to balance the aspects of the secular culture around 
us with which we need to interact and those we can safely and 
functionally ignore. Review the parts of the secular world that are 
part of your life. Are there any that should be removed?

2. What impact are you having on the non-Jewish people in your orbit? 
Go out of your way at least twice this week to shine the “light for the 
nations” on them.

riddle answers:

Personal 
growth 
avodah of 
the week

This section views the procession of parshiyos and Yamim 
Tovim as a ladder for personal growth. It identifies a theme in 
the parshah and a related area that needs growth, and assigns 
a weekly mission based upon it.

AVODAH OF THE WEEK:

Devorah, Rochel, Rivkah (Rashi, Bereishis 35:8), Yitzchak, Shechem, Chamor, Malki 
Edom, Bala, Yovav, Chusham, Haddad, Simlah, Shaul, and Ba’al Chanan.

Binyamin was called Ben Oni by his mother and Binyamin by his father. The Ramban 
explains that although Rochel meant “Son of My Mourning,” Yaakov reinterpreted her 
words, because oni also means strength, as does yamin, which refers to the right hand.

ִרים ִרים ְרֵחלִים ָמאַתיִם וְֵאילִים עֶׂשְ ים עֶׂשְ .(Bereishis 32:1) עִּזִים ָמאַתיִם וְּתיָׁשִ

וְהִּכָהוּ is used in both the masculine and feminine form in the pasuk מחנה ָהַאַחת   ַהּמֲַחנֶה 
(ibid. 32:9). Other examples of words that can be either masculine or feminine are שבת 
 Extra credit: Can you find examples of each one serving the masculine .רוח and ,,אש ,שמש
and feminine form? (See Rashi on the above pasuk for some help.)

.(ibid. 36:15–16) ַאלּוּף ּתֵיָמן ַאלּוּף אֹוָמר ַאלּוּף צְפֹו ַאלּוּף ְקנַז: ַאלּוּף קַֹרח ַאלּוּף גַּעְּתָם ַאלּוּף עֲָמלֵק

Earring: 1) The Shevatim give Yaakov the idols and the “nezem” in their ears. 2) The nezem 
in the ears are taken for the Eigel.

Nose ring: Eliezer relates he put a “nezem” on Rivkah’s nose.

1.

2.

3.

4.

6.

5.
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Haftorah summary
The haftorah for Vayishlach is the entire Sefer 
Ovadiah, which consists of one perek. Ovadiah 
was a ger descended from Edom (Eisav). He 
served in the court of the wicked King Achav and 
was given the gift of nevuah because he did not 
learn from Achav and sacrificed all his wealth to 
save nevi’im from the murderous Queen Izevel.
Ovadiah’s nevuah describes the ultimate 
downfall of Edom. Through the Navi, Hashem 
says He will dismantle the Edomite society, 
destroy its wealth, and trick it into going to 
war, which it will lose and therefore be utterly 
destroyed.
Yisrael will then rise, free of Edom, and take 
over its land (Har Se’ir) and more. Yaakov is fire, 
Yosef is a flame, and Eisav is straw. Yisrael will 
be established victorious, and the kingdom of 
Hashem will be firm forever.

Connection to the parshah
The haftorah describes the conclusion of the 
clashes between Eisav and Yaakov which began in 
this week’s parshah. Edom’s ultimate destruction 
is the punishment for his persecution of Yaakov. 
Just as in the parshah Yaakov ultimately defeats 
the sar of Eisav, he will defeat Eisav himself in 
the end.
The parshah also lists the generals of Edom. The 
Midrash relates that Yaakov was afraid of them, 
but Hashem encouraged him with a quote from 
this haftorah which states that Eisav is straw 
and will be burned by Yaakov and Yosef.
Also in the parshah, Yaakov promises to meet 
Eisav at Har Se’ir. He never does; the ultimate 
meeting will take place in the time predicted by 
the haftorah, when Mashiach is nigh.

Ripped from the headlines
Modern Western society is the embodiment of 
Eisav and Edom. Its dismantling and near state 
of war is apparent today. The problem, though, is 
that Yisrael is being dismantled as well! Perhaps 
we need a stronger return to the features that 
distinguished Yaakov from Eisav in the first 
place in order to save ourselves from Edom’s fate.

shelter, or he would not survive the night.
There was a Jewish-owned inn in the 
area, and the Beis Halevi made his way 
toward it as quickly as he could. After 
struggling through the deep snow, he 
finally reached it at about midnight. He 
knocked on the door, but the sound was 
lost in the howling wind. The Beis Halevi 
knocked again, as hard as he could. No 
one answered. He continued to pound 
on the door with all his might. Nothing 
stirred. The place was dark.
It was real sakanas nefashos. There was 
no way he could survive the night out 
in the storm. The Beis Halevi took off 
his shoe and bashed it against the door 
repeatedly until at last, the glimmer of 
a candle was seen through one of the 
windows. Eventually, a man dressed in a 
sleeping gown creaked the door open. He 
held a candle and looked cross.
“What is all this racket?”
“Please, may I come in and stay in your 
inn for the night?” the Beis Halevi asked.
“No! My place is full,” the man snapped. 
He began to close the door.
“Please! It is pikuach nefesh! I may die 
out here!”
“You’ll live. My rooms are all taken. Good 
night.” The proprietor proceeded to 
close the door in the Beis Halevi’s face.
The Beis Halevi stuck his foot in the 
doorway. “Please, sir! Just give me a 
corner to sit in and warm up. I will pay 
you anything you ask and will not bother 
anyone.”
Grudgingly, the man allowed the 
incognito rav into the inn. He showed 
him a dirty corner in the kitchen and 
warned him not to bother the guests. 
Then he stomped off.
The Beis Halevi lit a small candle and 
proceeded to learn silently by its light. 
But soon, the owner was back. He 
stormed over to the Beis Halevi and 
wrenched the candle from his grasp, 
snuffing it out.
“I said not to bother anyone!” he shouted 
and stomped away again.
The Beis Halevi spent a dark and 
uncomfortable night in the kitchen, 
learning from memory and hardly 
sleeping, but at least he was relatively 
warm and safe.
The next morning dawned bright and 
clear. Before long, the sound of horses 
and wagons was heard. A caravan of 
horses and wagons parked in front of the 
inn, and the Kumariner Rebbe was swept 

inside, followed 
by a group of his 
followers. The 

innkeeper greeted the Rebbe warmly and 
quickly made his best room available. 
He bustled the staff around and soon 
had a feast fit for a Rebbe prepared. The 
Chassidim were all arranged at tables, 
and the festive seudah in the Rebbe’s 
honor began.
The Rebbe got up from the table and 
went to the kitchen to wash. He spotted 
a man sitting on the floor in the corner 
and approached to greet him. The Rebbe, 
who knew other gedolim personally, was 
shocked to see that it was none other 
than the Beis Halevi!
“Slutzker Rav!” he cried. “Slutzker Rav! 
What are you doing here on the floor, in 
a vinkel?”
The Rebbe and his entourage quickly 
arranged a seat for the Beis Halevi at the 
head of the table, and a beautiful event 
ensued, with the Rebbe and the Rav 
speaking words of Torah and chochmah 
together with the large crowd. Everyone 
found the experience uplifting and 
inspiring...except the innkeeper, who 
sat squirming in his seat, horrified at 
the way he had treated one of the gedolei 
hador!
After the seudah ended and everyone 
left, the man approached the Beis Halevi 
in tears. “Please, forgive me!” he begged. 
“I didn’t know! I didn’t realize who you 
are! I treated you horribly...! Be mochel!”
The Beis Halevi looked at him sternly. 
“I am not mochel,” he said. “I cannot be 
mochel. It is not my right to be mochel.”
The man cried and begged for 
forgiveness, and the Beis Halevi brought 
his attention to the parshah. “The 
children of Yaakov say, ‘It was a horrible 
thing to do to Yisrael, and so must not 
be done.’ What are these two phrases? 
There are two problems. The hurt and 
the insult to someone of stature is one 
problem—that is what is meant by ‘a 
horrible thing to do to Yisrael.’ For that, 
I can be mochel you. If you ask me for 
mechilah, as the Beis Halevi, I can be 
mochel; as rav of Slutzk, I can be mochel; 
as gadol hador, I can be mochel. But 
what about the second problem? What 
about ‘so must not be done’? You should 
never treat any Jew that way! You are 
apologizing because you found out who 
I am, but the offense is to every Yid. And 
I do not have the right to be mochel the 
kavod of a Yid, any Yid, every Yid.”
The innkeeper dissolved in tears and 
begged for a solution.
“There is one thing I can do for you,” the 
Beis Halevi finally said. “Come stay in 
my home for two weeks and learn how 
to perform hachnasas orchim. Then I can 
be mochel you.”

Haftorah from 
the headlines

Did you notice that the story of the haftorah, besides relating to the depth of the 
parshah or day, usually sounds like it is right out of current events?



Yitzchok mistakenly stole Meir’s bike, and must return it. 
However, someone who admits to stealing, does not have to 
bring the item to the owner. He may tell the person where 
it is, and tell him to come get it. Yitzchok admitted to taking 
Meir’s bike and thus is not obligated to bring the bike to Meir. 
Therefore, Yitzchok does not have to bring Meir his bike. Rather, he 
can tell him to come pick it up. Although Yitzchok is not technically 
to bring Meir his bike, proper  midos  and  yashrus  mandates that 
Yitzchok should do so.

Explanation:
According to the Torah, when someone steals 
another person’s stuff and the stolen property 
remains intact, the thief is obligated to return 
it, even though doing so involves  tircha. 
However, Chazal were concerned that thieves 
would be hesitant to admit that they stole 
property because of the effort they would 
have to invest to return it and would refrain 
from admitting their crime. Therefore, 
Chazal enacted that the thief does not 
have to go through the effort of physically 
returning the stolen property and it suffices 
to admit that he stole. The owner then 
has to go through the effort to retrieve his 
stolen object (Sema 367:2). Others assert that 
even Biblically, the thief is not obligated to go 
through the tircha to return the stolen the owner 
(Shach 367:2).
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See this week’s Circle magazine for the 
full comic story and halachic dilemma.
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This 
date in 
Jewish 
history 19 Kislev is considered a holiday in many Chassidic circles. It is 

the day that Rav Schneur Zalman of Liadi, the Ba’al HaTanya, or 
the alter Rebbe of Chabad, was released from a Russian prison.
The Ba’al HaTanya was arrested by Russian authorities on 
suspicion of treason due to trumped-up charges and framing 
by his political enemies. He was locked in a prison cell for 55 
days. While in prison, he studied and said Tehillim, focusing 
on one chapter of Tehillim each day. When the guards entered 
his cell to release him on the 55th day, he was learning the 19th 
(y”t) pasuk of Perek 55, which begins with the words “padah 
b’shalom—released in peace” and speaks about the salvation of 
tzaddikim and the downfall of those who harass them. The Ba’al 
HaTanya composed a niggun for those words in that moment, 
and it is traditionally sung each year on this day by his talmidim 
and Chassidim.
Yat Kislev, as it is called, is also the yahrtzeit of the Mezeritcher 
Maggid, Rav Dov Ber, a talmid of the Ba’al Shem Tov.

Ge
ma

tr
ia

ים ִריָת עִם ֱאלֹקים וְעִם ֲאנָׁשִ ָרֵא-ל ּכִי ׂשָ ְמךָ ּכִי ִאם יִׂשְ  וַיֹּאֶמר לֹא יַעֲקֹב יֵָאֵמר עוֹד ׁשִ
ִמי ַאל לִׁשְ ֶמךָ וַיֹּאֶמר לָּמָה ּזֶה ּתִׁשְ ַאל יַעֲקֹב וַיֹּאֶמר ַהגִּיָדה נָּא ׁשְ ,וַּתוּכָל: וַיִּׁשְ

“And he (the angel of Eisav, the Satan) said, ‘Your name will not be called Yaakov 
anymore, but Yisrael, because you battled with angels and people and were 

capable.’ And Yaakov asked and said, ‘Tell me, please, your name.’ And he said, 
‘Why would you ask my name?’” (ibid. 32:29–30).

יַעֲקֹב (182) + שטן (359)= 
ָרֵאל (541) יִׂשְ

When Yaakov overcame the sar of Eisav, whom Chazal identify as the Satan, he dominated 
and took possession of him, taking his power. For this reason he had the word Satan (359) 

added to his name, Yaakov (182), to form the name Yisrael (541). So when Yaakov asked for 
the angel’s name, he was told, “Why do you ask? It is included in your new name!”
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Is there an issur melachah on 
Chanukah?
There is no official prohibition to 
engage in melachah on Chanukah. The 
poskim note that in some communities 
women refer to a traditional issur 
melachah for women (other than while 
the neiros are burning), and the poskim 
say it is an error and one should protest 
against it.

Is there an issur melachah while the 
neiros are burning?
For men: The Bach says there is no 
issur, while the Maharil and Mishnah 
Berurah note that in some circles men 
do have the custom to refrain from 
melachah while the neiros are burning.
For women: Many women have the 
custom to avoid doing melachah while 
the neiros are burning. What is the 
source? The Tur says it is a minhag 
without a source, but it is binding. The 
Beis Yosef says it is not binding, but 

the Chasam Sofer quotes sources that 
say there are sources, and the reason 
for the minhag is either to provide a 
siman, sign, to avoid using the light of 
the candles, or it is a special mini-mini-
Yom Tov that women received because 
of the miracle that occurred through 
Yehudis.

What is considered ''melachah'' with 
regard to this minhag?
According to the understanding that 
the minhag is in order to prevent use 
of the light of the neiros, one should 
refrain from all work. According to the 
approach that it is a mini Yom Tov, the 
halachos of Chol Hamoed would apply, 
and women should not sew, do laundry, 
or write during that time. Can women 
cook (or fry latkes)? Some Yerushalmi 
kehillos avoid cooking, but most 
communities do not.

Is there a minhag to give out 

''Chanukah gelt''?
There is a minhag to give extra tzedakah 
on Chanukah. Some say the minhag of 
Chanukah gelt comes from that. Others 
say it is a copy of a non-Jewish custom 
during Christian holidays and should 
be avoided.

Is there a minhag to eat a seudah on 
Chanukah?
Chazal did not institute a physical 
celebration because the danger of 
Chanukah was spiritual, not physical. 
The Greeks looked to destroy our 
faith, not our bodies. There is a custom 
to have special foods because of the 
renewed chanukas haMizbe’ach, the re-
inauguration of the Mizbe’ach. Sources 
also quote a minhag to eat dairy, in 
recognition of the miracle of Yehudis. 
The eating of oily foods, like latkes and 
donuts, appears to be a zecher to the 
miracle of the oil, but it is unclear how 
well sourced it is.

"Shabbos is the day we stand 
still and let our blessings catch 
up with us."
—Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

Chanukah Minhagim

Would you like to dedicate or sponsor an issue of Circle Time: At Your Shabbos Table? Contact circletime@circmag.com.

The last word
A one-liner worth 

remembering


